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. " THE CORNISH WRET K‘E R, rlm'lrted wine and spirit-casks spiled ; while' men,. and even boys
, . drmk from buckets, hats,.and shoes till each puncheon has a groupe;

(BY R. JORNS, B3Q. - ) lof noisy Bacchanals around it - Now come the galloping yeomunry,

['here- are popular fallacies, Whlch though generally believed, lhastrlv called out; the excisemen, the custom-house officers and,

are seldom publicly asserted, and thus, like the slanders of pri-|lyj,eir assistants, together with the posse comitatus of- uewhbourugl
wate scandal; they long remain unrefuted To these belongs the lyonery,  Aftor a few sharp contests-with the wreckers, some little
notion that the natives of the Cornish coasts.make it their custom |, yention is ensured to the rights of property ; and by daybreak
durrmr stormy nights to lead horses with lanterns attached to their large piles of goods saved are heaped on the beach,. guarded by
heads along the summit of cliffy, that ships may be lured to de-flyq sailors ol' a Tevenue-cutter on the station and the ' dismounted:
-gtruction by false lights.” Thrs.mconsrderate fable we hasce seen yeomanry Such was the wreck of the P .mter West Indmman, m
:grave‘ly administer ed to the public within the last ten years. Then the winter of 179—, ‘on the coast of Cornwall Heh, ‘
there are dark hints of murder commrtted on the viclims of shrp— ' But we rnust leave for a’ wlnlc, the- erowded strand nnd turn
wrecL -that the right of the wreckers to the:r p:llane mlwlrt remam our attentron townrds a coltawe, whero an. elderly matron and-a
undtsputed ¥ wh;le all the recollections of seasshore vrolence on i e ,,“1 whose heauty would have graced & prouderr dwelimg,
- the coast of Enuland are ‘carried westward and confused into ‘a were awaltmcr the return of. IIanmb'\l Strike, who' had been all
EI monstrous nlea thit the fathers of the pr esent generation of Cor- mnrht abrood "The woman, in her short cotton Jacket woollen

nish fishermen and miners not long ago made’ wholesale murder a pétticoat, and check apron, looked well the fisher’s wite, as shie|-

pastune if not a profession.; and even }’Et are their sons supposed‘ was impatiently gazing from the door into the early dawn, l'unoy-
to give strong indications of their parentage. ing every wayfirer thut approached from the direction of the wreck
We ﬁ‘“‘kl)’ confess that the world may be many )O“S older ere hun whom she sought ; but a nearer view would couvince her

. the coasi-horn poor of Cornwall can be brought to respect, on Prin-| hat she beheld not the stalwart form, grey head, and embrowned
ciple, property cast upon the beach by the violence of the elements ; visage, of one of the boldest fishermen, the best of pilots, and

- custom for centuriss having apportioned such waifs to the finder, |liiiha) the most determined wreeker on that part of the coast, for
- still profuaely are they called God-sends ; but we ave fairly borne |lguch was the character of her husband.  Scarcely less anxious than
‘gut in.saying that on no part of the coast of England is more|ithe e\pe'ctant wife was her companion, though the poor girl cpuld
self-devotion d'*lﬂd) ed for the safety- of a distressed vessel whilst{lclaim no other relationship with Bannibal than those kindred ties
.I.ld c.m be all'orded her, or for l.ll" rescue Of lll'e when her destrue- WluCll arose out of frrautude on the one srde, and ueneroug PlOtCC-
~tion. A8 mevrtahle. . ‘ o ~ |jtion on the other. Some ten years before our tale commences, a
T he fOllOWln"lnCldGHt:, the leadmg detS Of “’hwh “"” Pefl“PS, shopkeeper m tlle ner«rhhourmo' town,’ _wrth whom our’ ﬁshermzm
' occas:onally dealt for, groceries, - whenever a Iucky pilchard seagon
or other spccalatwn allowed of hm tre'ltmrr ‘_:l is good,’; dame \vrt.h

n the coast of Cornwall m 1ts true colour" e 'vwe shall onl)
ins 'the rocolleeuon of many,

ol’the gentry wnlun i faw mrles"‘of ]anmb'rl abode hnd-requested
lnm to leave Jin therr-hack premlses “certain anl\ers of‘ Scliiedam;
messenver ol' wrath revealed am|d the blaclmess of mrrht a doomed ¢ any time aﬂer muhtfal] at- his emhest convemence."’ We do‘
yessel contendmmwrth the' bre akere of a xocm' shore. Rolling not mean 10 hold the ﬁshcrmﬂn up as an example of propriety to
*“heavily, she glound her keel on . the futal reef that held her till all the meddlers with salt water along. the coastofEnwland though
“the fires and’ winds of heaven and the rage of the foaming waves|lwe will not allow shumeless libels on the character of Cornishmen
Ind done: “their worst, making a wreck of the good ‘ship Planter, |jto go forth unrefuted, we must not hide‘the fact that our hero,-in
nomeward-bound West Indiaman. The reader may, perhaps, |lcommon with most of his friends and neighbours, was more than
Lremble for the late of the hapless mariners of. lll'lt ‘bark, even (isuspected of doing_alittle s|]]11gglirig, Neverthe]esg, Hanuibal was
z;.hould they eseape from <“the hell of waters” that surrounds a warm-hearted kind fellow,. who conld not hear of distress with-
_thein, our scene being laid on a wild part of the coast of Cornwall, llont trying to relicve it, unless, indeed, underwriters were the
shere a throng _ of suspicious-looking fishernien and gaunt miners{|afllicted parties ; and he forthwith took possession of the only pro-
crowd the lxeach. "The vessel is fast going to pieces; every wave|iperty the grocer | lel't behind him wlich lhe creditors did not covet,
that p.xsses orer her’ washes from lns»ehnwmrr hold some’despairing [|and brought hone little Mary. Harvey {13 a p! aymate for hls gon’
wretch whose hfe—«rasr yields to the suction of the retreatmo' Wi who was ahout four years her senior... . :

i hreakers. “The foremost of each lmog SUPPOPIGd b}’ those belllﬂd stnplmg of fourteen, abandoncd lhe home of his: youth, and wenl.-
hlm' 5 g,rasps at the senseless forms” lossed amid. the surge, of casty forth a reckless adventurer, leaving to.‘the “child” of the stronrrer
inga “rope o ‘the swimmer ‘whose, strenﬂlh iscfailing him, they thosé duties. of‘ filial love and’ obed]ence which. he so cruelly. forgot:
‘r: xob the sca’ of its prey. “Ere the slnp hrol\e up a hdwser had been The' cotl.a"e of [Ianmbal Strike wis not more thin a.mile from the
' ,p1s~ed to her, by which many of hcr crew’ and p.lsscu""rs were be.rch where: the wreck of ‘the merchiantman Thad caused the scenc
sived, and every fire of the nerahbourm" cottages had its crowd of we have '1ltempted to descrrbe. T he. ﬁsherman, us usual, had
thesn snﬂ'erers, when their compamons in:. mlsf'mlune, rescued al heen the first to save hfe, and the - “Tast o cease’ plundermtr that
a Tater period of the wreck, arrived. " - : which the prejudice of custom led Iim to consider luwful spoil §
Divers are the rude efforts to~arouse consciousness in the ap-{land now, as morning dawned, litile thinking of those at home
parently dead, ‘and with what joy is the return of animation hailed ||anxious for his safety, he was watching a small box or case which,
by the wives and children of the fisherman t  The men, when they though sufficiently buoyant to be raised on the crest of'the wave,
have deposited their burdens of suffering humanity, again repair||would again provokingly become lost in the trough of the sea ; now
to the beach ; but now it is too evident that the sea no longer sup-llappearing as if the next breaker would cast it at lus féet, and then
ports on its troubled wave aught of tho vietims of shipwreck but swept away justas the wrecker thought the prize within his grasp.
ihe swollen and mangled corse. The bale, the wine-cask, the shat- During the night more than ence had Hannibal saved life at im-
. tered timber, and the broken spar, chests, crates and cases, are dash-{| minent peril to himself ; he had afterwards secured about his per-
ed on the shore by the rushing tide, but no.more of luman life is|{son several valuables which chance *had cast in his way ; had then
there to be rescued. This night Sythney Cove has lost one of the taken hiis-share in the tustle with the authorities ; and now, could
boldest of its fishermen ; and on the morrow a name will be called |{he but-obtain that tempting cuse, he had prudently determined to
al the neighbouring mine which will be answered only by the wail{|make the best of his way to his cottage. A huge roller-at length||
of the widow and the cry of the orpban. . Two of the rescuers have ||dashed the wished-for treasure fir on ‘the beach ; in an instant the
perished. While a_ single human being was to be sayed, bravely {|wrecker seized it; and, placing it on liis shouldefs, commenced-his
did’ the wreokers st.rumfle with the waters, but now they conceive retreat, congratulating himself that an abutment: of the chiff had s
$hat thev have won. their rewﬂrd and-truth obliges us to- presenl be thought,-saved kim from the observation of some szulors be-
a degraded picture of those. who bave as yet deserved our warmest longing to the cutter, then gunrdlnu' a prle of goodg about l've hun-—
approhauon. . ;- . ’ dred }ards dxslant SR er L v :

Forzet Me Not for. 1839, , 'and goods of dwers kmds, are scaltered on: lhe beach Flres are'
- 1889, - .

“uters. The. Coraish - WJ‘ECl\CTS, ‘juined- hand in: ll-l“d “are in” the~ Well was his charitable act rewarded when this’ hoy, grown af|

don’t tret you sent ueross sens. for tlus, never,
blusterlncr ofﬁcral '

shoald’nt rob me of what the aea n'm'e me. ‘
sho uld’nt

more than that,‘ ) seed nobody
to. he saved "and Y wreck §; ‘a

fur no «vood But, whether you ’forms mramst me or no
you a skulking about my door, trying to make a poor girl
Mally forget her vurtpe, dang it if 1 doant’ mnlce ee feel th
of an old man’g hand.”>"

{The party - addressed ‘seemed to wmce under lh Bte
tho- wreel\er, bu 'tle‘a h‘: way'

dnscovered she had nearl_v, rendered to lum that gift whlc
dom to he recallcd--..n marden s heart. But Hnnmbal s

f"ctron towards her benefuctor seemed,rlf‘ posmble
this act of ﬁmhful guur.ghanshrp ‘

clothed in'the, rough garb of the humhle people around rim;
the o ppearance of a rrentlernnn. 'On his brow were graved not n
ly the furrows of: Tlme s relentless share, but there 100 |
traced the deeper Tines that tell of age anticipated by sorrow. Th
was the individual to whom Fannibal Strike had referred g & the
ould man up at the Dolphins.?? :

It sould be of little importance to our narrative did we tmce lhe
parly career of the stranger whom we have oceasicn to mtroducc R
suflice it to say that, many years before shipwreck cast lum on-
the coast of Cornwall,. he had been a wealthy phnter in the' lsland:
of Barbadoes, when a destructive fire in his dwelling and planta-
tions reduced him to comparative poverty, the same strolce of ad-
versity: depriving him of his wile and child, to whom he wusi e-
votedly attached. Tecling every aim of existence thus suddenly
snatched ﬁom hlm he became dlsvusted wnh lns colomal

A scene not less grotesque thau prcturesque is dlsplayed on that Hanmbal however, had not proceeded funaldnﬂ tho he ch when
.g,hore~ Bores and pncka«res a.re broken open wearing apparel , i3 ‘




