s cosran .t : -
Promuses 2371885, .

e T
' LI N

Lt
L)

itk ORURGR GARDLAN

g ,

m&; smarble slab Fsupposed:"rp"»mq'ujk. th.G
apot of Christ’s birth. - As the'—(?}qsp.eil story is
read, its details’ of swaddling th.e infsnt and
Jaying him in & manger are carried out upon
the image, which is finally elosed, and the
procession returns to. the Latin Chapel, where
mass is resumed. Not till the dawn creeps
over the eastern sky ‘does the prolonged ser-
vices come to ap end. And this is how they
colobrate their Chistmas at Bothlehem.

CHRISTMAS CAROL.

(For the Churok Guardian-)
« Glory in the Highest,”
Peade, good will on earth; ”
Sang the Christmas Angels '
" At our Saviour's birth:
Flooding with strange glory
Bethlehem's poor town,
To the wond’ring shepherds,
Sloping swiftly down.

# Glory in the Highest,

Peace, good will cn earth;”

Mused the wise men coming, -
. Through the desert's dearth;

Treading from the Essteward, .

Star-lit wanderings,—
Bring they gold and incense

To the King of Kings.

in the Highest,
eace, good will on earth; ™
Sighed old Simeon dying,—
Seer of purest. worth ;
God's salvation seeing,
“Hre Lis fun'ral knell,
In his old arms holding,
Christ Emmanuel |

i Glor%

in the Highest,
ence, good will on esrth;”
All along the ages,

Pealed that holy mirth:
From each Golden City,

On each green hill-side,
Rose that Carol deathless,

At the Christmas tide.

i G'rlor%

“@Glory in the Highest,
Peace, good will on earth; "
Ringe where'er creation,
Groaning, travaileth :
Hope is shrined in Heeven,
Man is on God's Throne,
Jesu, His true people,
Knoweth; and is known.

in the Highest, .
eace, good will on earth;"”
Roll the Anthem forward,
Round the earth’s wide girth |
Through the lands unhallowed,
O’er the wild, white waves,
Till the whole world blesses, -
Him who lives and saves.

“ Glo%

“Glory in the Highest,
. Peace, good will on earth; ”
Sang the Christmas Angels
__ At our Saviour's birth.
Lift we up our voices|
Bend we low the knee!
Venerating duly :
Christ's Nativity. ,
. —REv.G. T. D, PxrErs,

REVERENCE IN CEURCH,
. A lady correppondent asks us to-call atten-
tion to the importance of reverence in the
church, -She complains thatin the church in
which she worships, and she fears in many

other churches in city and country, there is a
lack of that devotion which becometh 'the
Lord's House, and which ought always to
characterize those who confess themselves to
be miserable sinners, and who professedly seek
pardon and purity. In two particular ways,
our correspondent thinks, thiz irreverence or
want of devotion is shown, The firat is in
sitting, rather than kneeling, during prayer;
the second is in the lightness and frivelity
with which many of the congregation begin
conversation a8 soon as the benediction is pro-
nounced, and before they have time tfo leave
the church. :

The complaint is well founded, We have
often been pained at the apparent want of de-
votion evinced in these ways. The same
charge has been alleged by hundreds of the
clergy, who have felt powerless to prevent the
evil, and not only because our correspondent
has brought the matter up, but slso because

“|the proprieties of the Churech: reguire it, we

would plea: for increased reverence in the
worship of the Church. In this instance we
speal only of the duty of Aneeling down dur-
ing the prayers; and in doing this we shall
avail ourselves of the communication now be-
tore us,

The teaching and directions of the Church
on this subject are most explicit. No one
who will vead, much less follow, the rubrics,
can have any doubt as to what is their duty in
the matter, or any hesitancy in doing it. In
opening the Prayer Book we find in the order
for Morning Prayer, and again for Evening
Prayer, the following direction before the
Confession: “ A General Confession to be said
by the whole congregation after the minister,
all kneeling”” The rubric which immediately
follows relates to the absolution, and says that
‘‘the Absolution, or Remission of Sins, is to bo
prono{mced by the Priest alone, standing ; the
people still kneeling.” Then comes the rubric
about the Lord's Prayer, which reads: “ Then
the Minister shall kneel and say the Lord’s
Prayer with an audible voice, the people also
kneeling and repeating it with him, both here
and wheresoover else it is used in Divine Ser-
vice.” In the Ninety-fifth Psalm, which we
immediately recite, we are taught how to

kneel when we pray: “ QO comg, let us worghip
snd fall down, and kneel before the Lord our
Maler,”

Now, our posture in worship cannot be a
matter of indifference, as some people think.
If it were so; would Danisl have knelt at his
window, looking toward Jerusalem, when he
knew that King Darius had made a decree, or
law, that if he were found praying to his God
he should be cast into the lion'sden? Might
he not have prayed standing up or sittin
down? Then the servants of Darius woul
never have found him out. But what do we
read was his conduct? ¢Now when Daniel
knew that the writing was signed, he went
into his house; and his windows being open
in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he ineeled
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed,
snd gave thanks before his God, as he "did
aforetime,” (Dan. vi. 10.) "

ence when we remember that our Blessed
Lord Himself kneeled in the garden of Geth-
semane. “ And He was withdrawn from them
sbout & stone's cast, and kneeled down and gray-
ed. . (St. Luke xxii. 41.) . Surely if

when He prayed, how much more should we

Our posture cannot be a matter of indiffer-|:

| esus |i
Christ, our perfect example, kneeled down|

doso? Itis well that our bodies shonld be in
u reverent and humble posture when we spoak
to Almighty God; it helps us to feel our own
weakness and misery; itis our outward mark
of humility and dependence. If wo speak to
an earthly king we bow down very low, or un-
cover our heads, or bend ourknes, How much
more, then, should we kneel down in speaking
to the King of kings, and Lord of lords? It
is most irreverent to sitor loll in our seats dur-
ing prayers; it also sets a very bad example
to those around us, and yet how often it is
done! In many cases, we are persuaded, it
arises from thoughtlessness, and in thus calling
attention to tho subject we have in part sup-
plied a remedy.

KNothing can be too benutiful for God's tom-
ple; nothing too reverent for God's worship—
Church Press.

Dear Howson, of Chuster, whose death is
announced by cable, was one of the best known
clorgymen of the Chureh of Enland. Whenin
conjenction with the lato Rev. W. J. Coryhoare,
he published the magnum opus of * The Life
and Episties of 3t. Paal,” he and his enaljntor
stopped at once to a vory high placo in thelong
roll of Panline commentutors, Pussossing all
the encycloprdie wealth of lenveing, and the
minute and painstaking scholarship which haveo
won for the German theolngiuns so high a po-
sition a8 interpreters of Biblical thought, the
worlk united a freshness of exprossion on a well
worn themo with a grace of literary diction
that chained and delighted bundreds who had
hitherto regardod the theological as asynonym
for the dull and dreary. Probably few exposit-
ory books have been 8o widely read by gonersl
readers. The anthors set the example of a
mode of presenting theological truth which has
had many imitators since, and which may be
confidently said to have done very much to re-
lieve religion of a serious stumbling-block in
the way of its recoption arising from the popu-
lar misapprehonsion as to its inhoront interest.

Since his preferment to the Deanery of Chos-
{ex, Dr. Howson has taken an netive partin the
debates of tho Northorn Convocation, and to
him more than to any other man, tho Church
owes the revival of the ancient order of Des-
conesses.

The battle between Union and Separation
has been nearly fought out in Ireland, and as
far as the voting goes, the cause of loyal adhe-
vence to the Crown of this great Empire has
been woll nigh lost. It remsins to be sden
what the effoct will be in England, In Ireland
the issue is an unmistakeable one, Parlinment
has granted the Irish people an almost unlim-
ited franchise, and they have selected to make
the General Election on their native soil turn
on the question, Shall we, or shall we uot have
& Separation from England? To be logical,
Parliament having bestowed suzh powers on
the people, is bound to pay the utmost cousid-
eration to this request. - It is evident that Great
Britain and Ireland are approaching an event-
fal crigis in their history.

A SunscrIBER remitting in advance for com
ing year writes: ' We are muck pleased with
your paper tho CHURCH Guarpian, Woe all

eagerly look for it.

No six;gle fact in science hes ever discredit@d :
a fact in religion.



