always heing told, and delight (o hiear it,
that we have swepi the Russinn navy rom
the sea, have reduced her:ships, like the
veplites which fell under the eurse of St
Patrick, to “ commit suicide to save them-
selves from staughter,” - erippled :her com-
meree, blockaded: her ports, damaged her
export and ruined her import trade. 'These
thinzs we rejoice to have done, but we are
alittle inclined to forget that the very eneimny
whom we have so treated has retalinted up-
on us, not, certainly, to the same extent, but
still in a degren peveeptibly injurious and ui-
pleasant.  The heavy fall of rain which has
arrived at this, the most. critical . perind of
the year, comes to remind us that by the
war the arca from which we derive our-sup-
plies of wheat is considerably diminished.
We are reminded by the vain that it is about
this season of the year that the potato hlight
has on previous oceasions manifes.ed itsell,
and that 2 few heavy showers now may do
an amount of injury which may lave an
important cflect upon the price of food for
the coming year. A bad harvest and an
insufficient supply of grain from foreign
conntries would inflict upon us in time of
peace calamsities quite as great aml greater
than those which we have hitherto experi-
enced from war,  With cheap food we may
well continne to pay war taxes; with dear
foorl cur stite becomes almost infolerable,
even without taking into consideration one
farthing of extra expense for the war.  We
do not presume to prophecy that this is likely
to be the case ; we only wish to point-out
that it may be so, and that we shonid be un-
pardonable if' we left any means untried for
averting so serious a resuft.. We connot,
indeed, regulate the eapricious vavieties of
our climate any wore than we can foree
upon the great mass of owr agricultuvist the
adoption of that systém ol high farming
which will yield to ustlie greatest abundance,
and vender us most independent of the vicis-
situdes of the seasons; but it would scem
that there is something within our power {o
render food more abundant, and increase the
limited supply to which we are obliged to
trust. :

11 we exelude Russia {rom the Baltic and
the uxine,: there can be no doubt she ex-
cludes us just as eflectually from the produce
of the rich valley of the Danube and of the
southern provinces of her emapive by her con-
trol over the Suling mouth,  T'here are enor-
mous stocks of grain locked up within that
viver, of which Tussia holds the key.  Wly
have we not attempted to open our way into
this vast reservoir of {ood, and to liberate
the produee of these fertile. countries from
the embargo which our. antagonist las laid

“upon them? This must arise from one or
two causes—either we are of opinion that
such an eoterprise is impossible, or that, if
possible, it is not worth the trouble of un-
derfaking.  As to the possibility of the cen-
terprise, there may, of course, be reasons of
which we know uothing, which may prevent
our flects from attempting it, but wonld cer-

gNEAD

IMERS JOURNAL.

tainly spem to ordinary apprehensions as if

“there were no overwhelming difliculty in

forcing -the entrance of the Danube, and
asserting the same supremacy over its waters
as we have already estabilshed over the
Fuxine and Sea of Azoll.  With the co-
operation of a land foree, and with the pro-
bability, almost amounting 1o a certainty,
that the extreme need in which the Russians
have found themselves of sending every
available man to the Crimen has reduced
their grvisons in this quarter far below the
point of elliciency, no enterprise would ap-
year more promisimg—und more can never
be said in war—than the attempt to give
haek to commeree this noble stream, and to
silence the batteries that threaten the free-
dom of its waters.  We eannot avoid the sus-
picion that something of the kind would have
been attempled long ago,with the very ample
means placed at our disposal, had it not been
for the fear of offending that power which
lhas contrived to possess herself of the T'rin-
cipalitics, but evinees no very strong desire
to open the veadiest access to them to {he
fleets and avmios of the allies. - lTowever
this may be, we apprehend that there are
the strongest reasons, military apd commer-
cial, why such an atfempt should be made.
T a military point of view the assent of the
Danube by the allied fotila, and the atlaek
of the fortresses on its banks by such forces
us could be spared to co-operate with the
Turks, would not only hold out a very rea-
sonable prospeet of suceess, but would cer-
tainly operate as a very powerful diversion,
We have hitherto voluntarily denied to owr-
selves the advantage which we might aftain
by attacking Russia on many different points,
distracting her attention, dividing her forces,
and wearing them out by constant marches
und couniermarches. . Now that Austria
and Prussin have relieved our enemy from
any apprehonsions as to their possible hos-
tility, Russia is free 1o concentrate all her
forces, cxeept those required to guard the
shores of the Baltic from purely attack, on
the defence of Schastopol. We leave Asia
Minor to ifs fate, the Danube blocked up,
Odessa untouel.ed, and even our unexampled
suceess in the Sea of Azofl has failed as yet
to -inspire us with cowage to repeat the
operation clsewhere.

IF we turn to the commercial side of the
question, hitherlo entively overlooked, the
argument appears no less cogent.  'This
corn thus shut up from us is, in fact, ene of
the munitions of war—one of the things
most requisite Lo enable us to carry it out to
 suceesstul conclusion. [ bread be cheap
we can pay war taxes with resignation, and
even with patience 3 il it become dear, that
dearness alone constitutes -a burthen ex-
tremely hard to be borne,  We have at-
traceted an enormous trade to the Black Sea,
but it is & commerce entirely one side ; the
ships go ont with stores and provisiops for
the usc of the army, but they return in ballast.
Surely no inconsiderable object would be
gained if, instead of coming back cmpty,
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they could bring back in their holds the
“wolden harvests of those sunny elimates, and
thus at once assist in [eeding our people and
relieving us from the beavy Treights that we
are now compelled to pay. We have in this
war lovked at everything from too exclu-
sively a military point of view, and have been
slow to avail ourselves of private enterprise
in improving our military resources, or of
the commereial spirit of the nation in sup-
plying the neeessities of owr troops. 1t is
time this should be changed, and no step
would be se likely to produce that change
as re-opening to Western Europe the trade
of the Danubian Principalitics, from whicl,
notwithstanding our hoasted possession of
the sea, the war has so entirely excluded us. |
The question deserves more consideration
than it appears to have received, and bears
very for.ibly upon another which must short-
ly receive a peremtory solution—the ques-
tion how fong we shall be disposed to per-
nit Ausiria to maintain the oceupation of
these ferritories, setting free the Russian
apmy for service in the Crimea, embarrass-
ing any ofiensive operations in the Principa-
lities, and facilitating to Russia, by cover-
ing the vight flank of any force she may
ss on the left bank of the Danube, the
possessiou of the Sulina mouth, and the ex-
clusion of the allies from ‘that corn trade
from which they ought to derive so many
advantages-—ZLondon L'imes.

WEATIIER AND CROPS IN ENGLAND.

Derbyshire.—Tt is too_éarly to form even
a {olerably correet opinion as to.the wheat
produce 3 but it is not too much to say, not
disregarding the apparent difference in the

“erops, in various situations, that it will

searcely be an average. Wonders have
heen wrought in the growth of turnips, and
in many instances, little isleft to be desired 5
while potatoes scarce ever looked more pro-
mising.— Derlyshire Cowrier.
Westmoreland.—Should the weather he
favorable, the hay harvest will Dbecome
general about the suddle of next week.
Corn and potatoes are looking excellent,
and promise an early harvest, the corn being
quite shot in the ear on the banks of Lake
Windermere. "Purnips on the whole, are not
looking so very well at present—Iendal
Dercury. ‘
Dedfordshire—~Never did the wheat
crops present a move splendid appearance.—
Barley and Oats have grown rapidly and
are fast matwing for the seythe. The
former already begins to change its color,
and will be ready to cut at an carlier period
than what has been presaged.  Potatoes
never looked better.—Bedford Temes.
Dorsetshire—~The  beautil - weather
during the last fortnight has enabled the
growers of hay to secure it in excellent con-
dition, which will more than compensate -for
the lightness of the crop, complained of in
many places, . We scorcely remembor a
more {avorable erop than that of the present
season.  Corn of all kinds looks vemarkably
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