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exporicneed that erisis in his :4_piri'hml life which

is most fitly atyled *‘conversion. ' Heo writes :

« From my childhood, even from the :\gﬂ.of
seven years, m{ sole endenvor was Lo acquire

knowledge, 1 wad hc«_n tanught to oppose the

doctrines of the [smailites ; but the arguments

of  friend made a great impression upon me. 4
Whea he parted frons me Fell intoas evere fit of
wicknoess, during which I reproached myself, suy-

ing that the doctrine ol the Ismailites was un-

donbtedly true, and that, .-slmul(‘l death 9v¢-.rtukn

me, 1 should die without having attained the

truth.” A strange confession when we think of

11axsnn's aftor-career.

Still striving after the truth, he sought
teacher after teacher, and finally set out from
his distant home to visit the spot which he now
deemed the very source of truth, the skeptical
eollege of Cairo. The ex-minister of a sultan,
Hassan was no ordinary convert, and met with
no ordinary reception.  The head of the college,
the dai ¢l doat, or  missionary of missionaries,”’
met him at the frontier, the high officers of the
court waited upon him when be arrived, and the
Caliph placed o palace at his dispasal, Henee-
sorth Hasxen scems to have held that the high-
pst truth. wan the formula  already quoted,
« Naothing is to be believed ; evervthing may be
done.”  Fora second time Hassan’s ambition
and spirit of iutrigue soon led to bnuinhu!n-nt.
He returned to Persin by devious wanderings,
masking converts as he advinced. By their aid
e obtnined possession of a kill fort, Alamoot,
¢« the Vulture’s Neat,” where he could defy the
troops of the sultan. It was to Hassan what
Gieneva was to Bakunin, From it he derived the
title by which his successors are best known in
the history of the Crasades, the Old Man of the
Mountain. There he organized his soviety into
ever-uarrowing circles of Aspirants, Believers,
Teachers and Devoted.  Thence he and his suc.
cesgors decreed death to the bravest and proud.
pst of his foes.  Aguinst the wielders of the
sword the Assasine braundished the dagger, and
neither  pringe nor  caliph, Mohammedan nor
Christirn, could  escape their reign of terror,
Courad of Montferrat, King of Jerusulem, was
stabbed to death in the streets of Tyre, by two
Assassing who had been for «ix tmonths w bis
service waiting for the opportunity. The Sultan
Saujar found a dagger Lnplanted in hig pillow,
and reecived a letter biddiug him to take waru.
ing, or the next time the dagger would b
Jodged in his heart. Henceforth, i fact, ue
wan's life in the Fast was safe.  The chiets of
the Assassins slways atirmed that they kitled no
man for money or private revenge. ‘¢ It is our
habit,” says # letter attributed o one of their
chiefs, ** to dmonish those who have u:h'«d Vi
jurionsly in nuything towards us or onr friends,
and if they despise our admonition, to punish
with severity by our ministers "—-slmost the
rdentical words which the executive comnuttee
of the Nibilists publishedin theirorgans pespect-
i the death of Alexander HL-Huroen Crang,
i Hurper's,

OUR ILLOSIRATIONS.

Tur Lttle village of Gastein in the Austrian
tyrol has become famous by the recent meeting
there of the Fmperors of Austria and Gernsany.
This meeting, whirh is o be repeated on the
same spot in the eourse of next month, gives a
historic interest to the place which, besides the
pretursque hesuty of the scene, must be our
exense for presenting it to our readers.

Two picturesjue and characteristic views go
to make up the list of our illustrations this
week. The cave of the winds Niagara Falls,
and Pilot Kuob, Northern California.

MosTrRAL SwiaiNe Crvne — The sixth
annna) races of the Montreal Swimming Club
ook place at St. Helen's Island, on Satorday
afternoon, Angust 14, The prize list was as fol-
]U“’H Do

800 yards race for seninrs—3Yst, W. Murray,
~ver Eup : 2nd, F.HL Desroster, silver wateh,
Time, 10 minutes,

301 yards race for juniors—Ist, G. H. Wes-
ton, silver eup; 2nd, G, Wand, gold pencil,
Time, 5 minutes, 10 seconds.

Green raee for semiors, 200 yanls -1st, W,
Prowse, silver cup; 2nd, B. Morriss, music
lnder,

Greeen race for juniors, 200 vanls, 13 compe.
titora--Ixt, AL leving, gold peneil  2nd, W,
Lyull, inkstand.  Time, 3 minutes, 3 s conds,

Hundle ruce for seniors, 100 vards, 5 hurdles

1st, A. B, Gwilt, meerschaum pipe ; 2nd, Al
B. Murray, box of cigns,

Hurdle race for jnusiors 75 vards, & hundles,
11 competitors -1st, A Teving, silver wedal
Zud, G, Maud, gobl stusds,

100 yards dash for seniors—1st, W, Prowse,
silver iricklr jar; 2od, Jo Wo Dentson, box of
cigareties,

Fuancy swimming—1st, John Barlow, gold
mednl ; 2od, B, Morriss, hunting knifo,

Euxy hunt-—1st, J. Smith, a hundsome volume
of .the Seientific Canadian ; 2nd, A. lennoy,
cignr casu.  Smith picked up seven eggs and
Henney six.

Live goose chase—The first goose was roadily
canght by D. Tansey; the second by A,
Trviue.

Messrn, Willinms and Walsh, the well known
swimmers, gave an exhibition of the resene of
s drowning man, the *vietim" being Walsh,
who purposely tumbled out of & Lwat and made
no attempt to swim, being resened by Williams,
Tho yprizes were distributed on the ground by
!.l)e donors, '

Q. WirLek AssociaTionN. —Wednewlny, Au-
gust 10th, the second day of the shooting, was
a galn time at the ranges, the band of the 65th
Battulion being present, ns well an a large num-
ber of our prominent citizens and their ladies,
the latter evincing grent interest in the result,
AL three o'clock the Than, AL . Caren, Minister
of Militia, arrived ou 1he ground and was re.
ceived by the wtafls of the various districts, and
during his stay of about an hour he examinml
und expressed himself highly delighted with the
arrangements of the meeting,

The most important wateh of the day, and
perbiups of the meeting, wus the Battalion
match, for which teatas from the Montreal Gar-
rison Artillery, Prinee of Wales' Rifles, Royul
Scots Fusiliers, Sixth Fusitiers, of Montreal, the
8th Ruyal Rifles of Quebee, and the 54th Bat-
talion of Sherbrooke entered.  The first prize
iu this mateh is the Accident lusurance Com-
pany's cup, which has to be won twice consa-
cutively 10 bhecome the property of any corps,
and wus taken last year by the Sixth Fusiliers,
and the year previous by the Royal Scotx.  The
results of the various competitions have been
;\lrmuly given in full and need not be repeated
rers,

NEWPORT AMUSEMENTS.

Susan Coolidge  describes as follows, in the

Midswpaner Scrthner, some of the sinusements
of Newport :
“* The amusements of Newpart, in the seasan,
are many and vanous.  First and  foremost
shiould be named the Casing, a new feature, but
already a« most important ane.  This charming
place, which i< both like and unlike the conver-
sation halls which, in Furope, bear the same
name, iz built on the Avenue not far from the
Ocean House,  Jts axpect from the street is th o
of a low, picturesque fagade, two  stories in
height, in the old  Fnglish style, of brick and
olive-painted wand, quaintly shingled and oddly
carved, with wide casement windows, and here
and there a touch of giliding., A single vear hax
toned its color down to n delightful oldness,
which would do no discredit to a street in
Chester or Coventry, A broad entmner-hall in
the middle of the tuilding leads 1o an juner
quadrange, tarfad and set with tflower-beds, in
the miidst of which rises a splashing fountain.
Abave and below, on the strees side of this guad-
rangle, are cluboooms and oflices, broken hy a
picturesque clock-tow. v To right wud left are
more cluli-rootns, a restanrant, rewling, dining
and smoking rooms  dressing.rooms for ladies
and geptlemen { sualicr saloons, where enter-
taiuments may e given ; and kitchens, wisely
ordered on the second Boors, where their noises
and smells can annoy no one.  The fourth side
ot the quadrungle is tilled with a double curve
of ronfed galleries, two stories in height, where
Ladies sit the morning long, work in hand, chat-
ting with their iriends, enjoying the smell of the
spray-freshened  Howers, and  listeniug to the
music of the band, Bevond this first quadrangle
lies another 2nd wider one, edged with trees and
shrubberies, past which winds the carriage-drive
from an entrance al the back, This lawn is de.
voted to open-air tennis, AL its far end is an.
other long buibling, in which are racket-courts,
bowling-alleys, and o beautiful hatl-room, fitted
up with a stage and all appurtenances for private
theatricals,  {t will be seen how nzauy and how
various tastes may be served by« building of
this sort.

* Palo play, awd sitting by ta see polo played,
are among the other favonte Newporl amiise-
ments. Still wnother is to ride or drive to the
meets of  the Queen’s County Hunt, which, in
the latter part of the season, hax a vun abom
twiee a week.  Foxes are not too plentiful in
the istand, and there are days when the hounds
ate forced .~ raute db nienar--to follow a trail of
anise-seed, nstead of their maore legitinace
seent,  But the paee, the jumping, and t ¢
chance of braken bones are cqually good ; and
as Reynard does not complain, and no baby, in
act of being soothed of its infant ailment by the
mild infusion which does duty as scent, has as
yet fallen a prey to the mistaken ferocity of the
pack, there seems no reason to cavil.  Ladies
often join in the sport,

“The Fort music is another bi.weekly plea-
sure, involving as it does the pretty drive round
the southerninost curve of the bay, with the
villa-crowned  slopes of Hahdon il on one
hand, and on the other the wide outlook of blue
water, broken by manv islands, Closw by is the
tiny rock  with ity timeewashed dight house,
whers dwells the brave Tds Lewis, heroive ot so
wuch daring adventare, and beyond stretches
the long potnt of Brenton's Reel, snrmonnted by
the casemates and smooth glacis of Fort Adums.
In the deep point of the iuner cover lie the
wrecks of twn ships, one of them an abandoned
slaver, drifted many years since into this quiet
harhor, and gradually breaking to picees nuder
the slow, untiring touches of wind and tide,
Only the rils now remain; they lie, bluck,
skeleton-like shapes, reflected in the tranquil
waters of the cove—na perpetual plensure to such
artist eyes us take pleasure in contrast and happy
accidents.

“ Pogides the fashionable Bellevue Avenne,
and the celebrated acean drive, which for nine
miles follows the sinvosities of the shore frow
Bailey’s Beach to Brenton's Cove, there are
othors less famous, but uo less enjoyuble:
the drive over the two beaches, for example,
and out to the long end of Sachuest

Poiut, through gaps in stone.walls and aeross
fields of gruin, by overgrown tracks, where wild

flowers and 1all] nodding grws half bury the

wheels 5 or the drives to Coddington's Cove, W
the Glon, to Lawton's Valley, or aloog the
shore of the eastern passage. These inland drives
afford constant characteristic glimpses.”

MISCHIEF IN TIHEB MIDDLE AGES.
BY ELIZABETII RORINS,

We find the Middle Ages, when the Western
world was ynung, overflowing with droll mis-
chief. It was theorder of the day., Artistsand
nobles, peasants and serfs, high and low, all
dearly Inved a jest, and went laughing through
life na if it were a carnival, and one's only aim
was to be jolly. There was a certain grotesque.
ness, a quaintness, a certain irresistible charm,
ahout the mischief of those days which had never
beon before, and which can never be again. This
was owing to two causes.

The first cause was this. When Christianity
was established it had to wage war against a
sensuality pervading every rank in life, and one
whick always mark a waning civilization. Asa
contradistinction to this the church went to the
extreme of ascetism und taught that all earthly
pleasures are sinful. This doctrine was naturally
arcompanied by manifold evils. It prevented
progress, for every new step forward brought
with it greater attachment to the “lusts of the
flesh.”” Pleasure is absolutely necessary to men-
tal as well as physical development. Hence, the
ignorance and degradation of that long period
known a4 the Dark Ages, though originating in
the incursions of barbarians, were heightened
and prolonged by the promnlgation of the
strange doctrine of ascetism. But this could
not last. Human nature will assert itself, and
after the harsh aud stern period there came the
reaction.  The scholastic  philosophy, which
iad fettered the learved and been the limit of
learning, vanished like night before the morning
rednesy of the rising Renais<ance. *‘Tha Occi-
dental mind was then,” says Professor Morris,
*“like an overgrown, undisciplined boy such as
savages are said to be. It celebrated its release
from scholasticism and all its restraints by hurl.
ing at it manly aunathemas,very much as the
Loy, when the period of his youthful schooling
ix over, isapt to turn his back on the scene of
hix scholastic discipline and on his teachers with
the exclamation, “ Good.bye, ol school ! yon
van't rule me any longer " Itis no wonder that
i such a state of society, when merriment burst
its bandy, mischief ran rint, and the lord of mis-
rule became mighty.

The other cause for the merry roguery of the
Middle Ages we fiud in the gradual civilization
of the Northmen aund their scttlement aver wll
Furope. These men, living in suow and e,
their long winter one endless night, seem from
their verv hardships and struggles to have
evolved in a shorter time more svmpathy than
the Southern natious. There is a speciad wn-
dency in the Fast and in Southern countries to
associate pleasure with the exercise of cruelty.
Though the Northmen were brutal enough,
rongh, unpalished warriors as they were, there
was in them a queer, grotesque fuouor which
softened  their otherwise too rugeed  uature,
Strong and invineible, they unconsciously in-
tlaenced the people among which they settled :
and the spirit which arose fram the blending of
the rich huwor of the North with the refined
malice of the South rupidly made hwselt feh
through Furope.  We see it peeping out from
the pobling and fantastic igures of Gothiv archi-
tecture ; we hear it in the merry shake of the
cap and balls of the privileged fuol s and we tind
it in the quaint literature of those days. Fven
Ratan appears 0 a new licht s we almost loae
sight of the digeiti d Lucifer of the Hebrews,
and in the Mephistophelian laugh which now
secompanies all his exploits there is a glen of
the mischief-maker Loki. This state of misehief
served iis goed ol Latherand Calvin aceom-
plished great reforms, hat they might not have
sucereded g0 readily had they been unaided by
Rahelais, Ulrich von Hutten, and their brethren.
w-July Atlantic.

MISCELLANY,

A Marver-er-Fact Max.-- A tourist wander.
ing alone upon the edue of a bog at the foot of
Bea Nevis had the wisfortune to wmiss the pro.
per path and stumbled iuto a hog, where, ere
long, his strugzling served to sink him to his
arnpits in the tenctons wire.  fu this terahle
plight he espied a stout Highlnder aot far
away, to whom he eriel ont at the top ot his
vaice, ** Ho--what ho, Donald!  Here---vcome
hera ! ** My pame is not Donald,” the Huigh-
lander  said, approaching the spat. ** Never
nund what your name is?t Do you sew the
plight Tam in ¥ 1 can never get out of this
alone™ ¢ Indeed, mon, 1 dinna think you
ean.”  And with that he turned away, = Good
Heaven, are you going to leave me here to die 1°
the tourist eriest, ** Dd--d'you want me to help
you ' Do 1 want you to help? What can ]
do else £ “Sun, § divna know.” “Will you
help met”  “Ay—il you want me” O,
help, help. help wme, in Heaven's name!”
“indesd, mon, why dutu’t you ask that in the
fiest place " And the Highlander quickly
lifted him out and set him on hard ground.

A teacher in a western county in Camula,
while moking his fiest visit to his ¢ constic
tnents,” got ito conversation with un ancient
“Varmonnt " lndy who had tdken up her re-
sidence in the * backwoods.” OF course the

school aun | former teacher came in for eritivism,
and the old lady, in speaking of his predecessor,
asked, ** Wanl, master, what do  you think he

larnt the scollardst”  **Couldn’t say, ma’an.

Pray what did he teach?” ‘¢ Waal, he told 'em
that this ’ere airth was reound, and went
areound, and all that sort o' thing! Now,
master, what do you think about sich stuff'?
Don’t you think he was an ignorant feller?1”
Unwilling to come under the category of the
ignorami, the teacher evasively remarked, Tt
really did seem strange : but still thero are many
learned men who teach these things.” ** Waal,”
snid she, *‘if the airth is round and goes
reound, what holds it up?” ¢ Oh, these learn-
ed men say it goes around the sun, and that the
sun holds it up by virtue of attraction,” he re-
plied. The old lady lowered her ““ «pecs,’” and,
by way of climax, responded, * Waal, if these
high larnt men sez the sun holds up the airth, I
should like tu know what holds the airth up
when the sun goes down 1™

Dure GeorGE of Oldenburg is certainly one
of the most good-natured princes alive., A fow
weeks ago three thirsty souls broke into his cel-
lars and abstracted thence fifteen bottles of
choice old wine. They were canght making off
with their booty, and indicted for burglarions
theft at the Duke's instance by the State attor.
ney. ‘When their case came on for trial before
the Strafkammer, the presiding judge announced
from the Bench that His Highness had with.
drawn from the prosecution, aml ordered the
thieves to be setat liberty.  Deeply tonched by
this act of magnanimity, they resolved to sesk
audience of the Duke in order to offer hin their
bumble thanks in person for having let them off
50 easily.  His Highness received them, and, to
their jovful surprise, told them that he had hy
no meany resented their vehement desire to par-
take of his wine, but that the breach of etiquette
they had committed in visiting his cellar with-
ont giving due rotice of their intention ta dn
30 had caused him considerabie annoyance. *¢ [
attach,” he ohserved, *“ much importanes to the
observance of praserived forms.  1f vou should
at any future time wish to invite yourselves to
my ecllar as my guests, let me know when | am
to expect vour visit, and you will be welcame.”

“ 1 THINK,” said a well-known  orchestral
leader, that the best joke ever played in this
town was on an ambitions amateur pianist when
Gottschalk was here,  The amateur’s futher was
the owner of a large hall, and he offered the
use of it to Gottschalk for his henetit.  There
was to be a picce for eight pianos, wnd the
amateur was to play one of the indtruments. [
was leader. 1 thought Goettsehalk would huve
a fit when @ told him that the amateur couldn't
play three straight notes of the pieee,

“ ¢ He is sure ta throw us all out,” sajid 1,
*and ruin the performance.”

“Gottschalk  swore like a njor, but "twas
no good,  The bills were aut, and he conldn’t
£o back on his programme, even if the gift of
the hall for the nicht was o onsideration to
him. At last b ohit on oan idea that fixed the
whole business Tue wmateur eatne Jdown to
rehearsal, and we praisel hime up until he
thought he was to he the star of the night.
As soon as he Jeft we took the laimmers ont of
his plano and made it as domh as an oyster,
I guessed he would never know the ditFrence,
with several pianos going at wnee. Al just
as 1 thonght, that amateur or his fricnds never
discoverad thut trick.”

i .\") r”

*“ Noy siv: he just sailed inand pouneled on
that piane as if it was the worst epemy he
ever had.,  He wax bound 10 shone off among
s many gaod pinnists, amd hammerst on hia
key-hoard untit the perspiration nearly blinled
him. Now awd then U looked at him appros.
tngly to give him fresh conrage, and evary time
that 1 did he gave the pinno a lick that nearly
made watchwood of it His frivnds all aroun
threw bouquets ot b til b boked fike o owelds
dingarch, and when twas all over his el parent
full on his neck in the green-romue and slipped a
check for two hundred and Gifty Jollars 10 his
hand. The otd mau didn’t know whether he
was standing on his head or his heels, he was so
tickled.

O Didnthe do fine,” satd hie to me, ¢ among
a0 many first-class professionals, too 7

¢ *1 never heard an amateur do sa well in pub-
tie,” said I and, what’s more, Imeant it, eh "

Waatr nmakes you feel sy uncomfortable when
you have done wronz - asked a teacher wha was lec-
turing bis pupils on consctetice. ** My fiuthor's leather
strap,' answered a little boy,

YeLtow iz A GriNes-—The eomplexion, in
a case of unchacked liver complaiot, cubminating
in Jaundice, is lterally *as yellow s a uinea”
It has this appearance because the bile which
enables the bowels to act, s ditected from its
proper course into the blood. In esnuection
with this symptom there ts nausea, coating of
the tonaue, sick headache, impurity of the
breath, pains through the right side and should.
er blade, dyspepsia and constipation. Thes» and
ather concomitants of liver complaint are com-
pletely removed by the use of Northrop & Ly-
man's Vegetable Discovery and Dyspeptic Curs,
which is also an eradicant of scrofidw, erysipelas,
salt rheum, uleers, cancers, huwmours, female
weakness, jaundice and lumbaga, 1t tones the
stomnch, rouses the liver, and after relieving
them, causes the bowels thereatler to become
regular.  High professional sanction has been
acconded toit; sndits claims to public confi-
denece are justified by ample’ evidence. DPrice,
$1.00. Sample bottle, 10 cents. A<k for Nor-
ruror & LyMaN's Vegetable Disvovery and
Dysyeptic cure.  The wrappor boars a fuc-simile
of their siguature. Sold by all medecive dealers.
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