gt

CANADIAN ILLUS

FATHER VERSUS PHILOSOPHER.

BY JOHN READE.

Cloar, swift ’nd pointed, to iis deatined aim

Tlew every word of Crite’s argument,

Till, to his pride, Falih's tunoer. pierced and rent,
Secmed Porne away amid defeat and shame ;
While science, glorying in the lond acclaim
Ofan enlirhténed world, marehed cotquering on
Over the Fallen shrines of Him whose Name

Had mied men's bhearts v simple sges gone.

But ab ¢ what makes the victer's exes grow dim ?
Why fails bim now thatlegic withont Saw ¥

Frem the near wasic of 8 childish bymn

He secms somwe vew, sirange inferesce to draw,

1 left him, thinking of hix dear dead child,

Anad his ¢hild’s Savicur, ** Jesus, raeek wngd mild”

THE STORY OF A SPEAR.

The scene of the storv is laid in the holy city
of Denares, which was at that time, to use the
words of Macaulay. ““in wealth, pepulation,
dignity, and sapetity smong the foremost of
Asta,” It was commenly believed that half a
miilion of human beings were crowded into thas

“labyrinth of lofty allevs, rich with shrines and
minarets and halconies and carved oriels to
which the sacred apes clong by hundreds. The
traveller conld searce make his way through the
press of holy mendicants and not less holy
bulls Hundreds of devotees came thither
every menth to die : for it was believed that a

veculintly happy fate axaited the man who
should pass from the sacred city into the sacred

river.  Nor was superstition the only motive
which slured-strangers to that great metropolis.

Cemmeres had as many pilgrims as religion.
Ali aleng the shores of the venerable stream lay
great fleets of vessels laden with rich merchan-
disr.  From the looms of Benures went forth
the wost delicate silks that aderned the halls
of Rt. James's and of Versailles: and in the
barsars, the muslins of Bengal and the sabres of
Oude were mingled with the jewels of Goleonda
and  the shawls of Cashmere.”” But Benares
was not only the gathering-place of merchants
nd pilurims, it wes also the resort of all the
maddest fanatics and meost desperate adven-
turers in Tndia. The hardy rabble of its streets,
ready at a moment’s notice to rush to arms,
were very handy auxiliaries to any bold peliti-
eal eonspirator—and there was never any lack
of such refugees in the holy city.

Now, among all the turbulent spirits that
kept Bevares in a ferment during the yvear
Yy far the most comspicuous and mis-

ckie o cus was Vizier Ali, the recently deposed

sovereign of Oude.  He was but nineteen years
of age, and had only eijoved the soversignty
for the brisf period of two months, when he
was sumnarily ejected. It iz necessary, in
order to wiidersiand the incidents of our story,
ta explnin briefly who and what this Vizier Al
~was. He' was the putative son of Asaph ul

D: wlal, Nabah.viziir of Onde, a mere creature
- of the Cempany, who had divd in 1797.

death there were two claimants to the vacant

‘thres & thds putative or sdepted son, whom

the late’ Nubobovizier had publicly recognised

and ackvonivderd 3 and Seadut Ali, the eldest
suiviveg brother of the deceased sovereiyn.

Sir Joby Shore—afterwards Lord Teiznmonth

—the than Governor-General, at fist rashly re-

copnited - the rlaim of Vizier Ali: but twe

mentls later bed to revoke his recegnition, and
cadniit the superior validity of Saadut Ali's
elzim. The lutter wasaceordingly brought from

Bevares 1o Luckrow, and procdaimed Nabob-

vizier of Oude on the 215t January, 1798 ; whilst

Vizier Ali, to console him for his disappoint-

ment, was granted a pension of fifteen thousand

a year and & palace at Benares. 8o leniently

was the young prince treated, that no attempt

Wwas Inasde to control or restrain his movements.

He was permitted 1o keep regal state snd sur-

rounnd himself with a farge retinue of armed ad-

herents—to maintain, in short, all the external
appearance of an independent sovereign.

_ The folly ‘and imprudence of allowing Vizier

Ali to live in this style in such a city 45
. Benares, within the confines of the very state

of whick he believed himself to be the rightful

riler, was presently {o beeome fatally apparent.

He was a bold, ambitions; unserupnions young

mian, of fierce passions and  headstrong will g

and theugh vicious aud debauched, was excend-

ingly pepular among the rabble on account of
his profuse liLerality, {udeed, he was in the
act of plotting the overthrow of British pewer

i Oude, when one of his secret envoys, en-

trusted with-treasonuble- despatches to Zemaun

Shah, was seized by the Company’s police, The

detection of “his intiigues was quickly. followed

by an order from the Governor-General for his
removal to’ Calentta. He was to be allowed to
retain his income and his state ;. but it was felt
that the only way to neutralise his mischievous
propensities was to” keep him under the strict
surveillancs of the British authorities ‘and izol-
ated from his fellow-conspicators. It remained
now to announce to Vizier Ali this order, which
must be a death-blow to all hisambition. Anid
" at this point it becomes necessary to-introduce
the two important characters who figure most
* prominently in the story of the spear. :
v At'ashort distance out of the ity of Benares
there is 8 pleasant suburb called Secrole, which
~the Furopean residents—the majority of them
“English—had chosen as their quarters.  Théir
honses, which stood usually in the cenire of
considerable grounds, were built after the Eng-
lish wtyle, wil suclimodifieations ns the differ-’;
‘ence of climate neeossitated,

On bis

) ; i
The flat reof, however, stfordad space for an eas §

tensive termce, surrounded with a parped, and ¢

case, from the stop of which v tmapedecs gave |

aovem to the reof. 1t is rrqeiate thar the |
details of conatruction & he barvs o wand {

in onder to understand the s wmelent of
the story. Iv suburh, within & quernivr of
s mile of one an r, lived a1 the time of thi
BRITSUVY the two ohief anthonties of the Qo |
pauy 8 Beparss--Mr  Cherry( the polities

agert of the Gave 3

Davis, judipe and
city court. Mr. Cherry,
duties, was pecessarily bronght «om
personal eontact with Visfer Al bar
exception. the haughty voure pricee held no
remmanication whstever with Furopeans Upon
Mr. Cherry deveolved the necessity of announe.

ing o Vizier Al the ender of the Governor-
General direting Bis immediste romaval from
Bezares 1o Caleutta, The political agent was
anfortunately » goed-tempered, casy-going man
of & singuiarly unsospiciors nature.  From the
very first he had been completely howdwinked
by the wily vourg Vizier Ali, ih whose hovesty
and good feith he implicitly believed.  When,
therefore, the fint ebullition of rage at the an-
nouncemeut of the Governor-General's order
was succeeded by humble sebnission and a de-
clartion of the Vizier's readiness to leave
Benares as soou as his travelling amangements
could be completed, poor unsuspecting Mr.
Cherry took it for granted that there would be
no fur:bier trouble atwut carryving the onderinto
execution.

Mr. Davis, on the other hand, was s man of
sagacity and penetration, who knew the trea-
cherous nature of Orientals ton well to be duped
by professions of friendship and loyalty, and
who had Dbesides, from information supplied
through his police agents, the hest possible
reasons for distrusting Vizier Ali, 1t was he
who discovered that there had been secret ne.
gotiations with Zemaun Shah, and it was owing
to his emphatic representations that the Gov-
crnor-General was induced to issue the per-
emptory order of removal. He had repeatedly
warned Mr. Cherry too; but that infatuated
person would believe nothing to the discredit
of Vizier Ali.

On the evening of the 13th of January, 1799,
Vizier Ali sent & messenger to Mr. Cherry an-
nouncing bis intention of visiting the political
agent the nextday ' at the hour of breakfast.”’
Ou the morning of the 14th of Junuary, as Mr.
Davis was taking his customary ride on an
elephant, ke suw Vizier AN, accompanied by a
train of some three hundred horse and foot,
pass on Lis way to the residence of Mr. Cherry.
As there was, however, nothing unusual in- the
sight, for Vizier Ali was always so attended,
the judge thousht nething more of it at the
time. But on his return home from his ride he
found his cutwal or head of police awaiting him
in'a state of great perturbation with the news
that he had just received sure information that
Vizier Ali bad despatched emissatics over the
whole. of Oude summoning armed men to his
standard, and- that he feared the Vizier's visit
to Mr. Cherry had some sinister objeet. = Mr.
Davis sent a hasty note to Mr. Cherry, and
waited in much anxicty and impatience for the
reply. It was wot long in coming; bat in a
very different form from what he naticipated.
First there was a great cloud of dust, then a
confused sound of shouts and cries, then -the
tramp of many feet, then a ghingee of men and
hiorses and ghittering stecl. - The salitary seutry
at the gate, filty vands from the house, chal-
lenged the advancing erowd ; his challenges was
answered by hall-a-dozen musket-shots, and
with a ferovinus yeil the mingled medley of
horse and oot rushed over Lis corpse towurds
the honse,  There was murder in that yell, and
the judge knew ity but his heart never quailed,
nor did kLis presence of mind fur 4 moment for-
sake him. He ran to his wife's aparuneuts,
bade her flee like lightning with her two ehil-
dren and her female servants up the winding
staircase aud through a trup-door to the roof ;
then dushed back for his fircarms, but only to
find the reom inwhich they were, filled with the
fierce followers of Vizier All. Remembering
that there was a spear in one of the roots above
—think -of the cuol-headenness of the man, <o
unflustered Ly the danger that he could remem-
ber this !'~—he had just time to snatch the wea-
wn from the wall and gain the trap-door when
e heard the quick' tramp of his pursuers close
upon his heels, - Turning to the terrified wonien
and children, he bade them lie down flat in- the
centre of the roof, so that no stray bullets might
reach them, told them to remember that Gen.
Erskine’s camp was not ten miles away, and
that without (soubt help. was now on the way
to them ;. then, spear-in hand, and kneeling on
one knee, he tnok up hig' poat at the trap-door,
resolved to hold that coign of vantage so long
as Jife and strength were 'ien him.

The staircase was a peculiar one, winding
round a central stein, supported by four wooden
osts, open at all sides, rnd so narrow as to al-
ow only ong person to ascend at a time,” The
trap-door which communicated with the roof
way Jike a hatchway on- board ship, and.the
judge kept' it -opsn,-that he might havea fair
view of his assailants s they come np to the 2s-
sault, S L S
He waa not long kept in suspense,  Rapidly
the ascending footsteps approached, until the
head and ahoulders of n man appeared. It was
lzzut Ali, one of the hosom frienda of Vizier
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Thete was seddoni = Ali, whe ssord in hund_confronted the intrepid

i
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Novrwsgr 1st, 1879.
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bt auare 1

g the fgure above !

X , end then burst into a
storm of abuw and

seeration. Having ex.

{
l

forwand.
ek, veu o sooundrel U oeried the judge ;
v the treape s coming from the eap.”

and g thoust from the S{w-\r transtfixed his arm.
el dack.  Others pressed furiously forward
frow dehind { but one after ancther they were
seut back foiled and wounded, till ne one vared
to face that deadly spear-point and the strong
arw that wielded it Then they began to fire
at the jmllant defender of the stairs 3 Lot for.
wunately the pecnliar coustruction of the stair.
case prevented them from taking good aim, and
the balls went crashing harmlessly into the !
weiling. i

After a lonyg fusilade it was resolved to make
aue more effort to storm the trap-door ¢ and ths g
time the judge had a narrow escape. - The first
of the sterming.party was & big powerinl mun, |
who dodged the thrust made at bis head, and |
caught the spear-point in his strong prasp, It :
would have goue hard with Mr. Davis Toad not |
the blade been trinngalar with sharp edies
But when, exerting all his foree, he cave a des.
perate pull, the sharp edges cat through Lis an.
tagonist's hands, inflicting severe wounds, und
the spear was jerked out wf his gripe. After
that, no one veutured to comwe 1o closy quarters |
with the judge, and his assailsnis contented |
themselves with keepiug up for some time @
desolutory  and harmless fire.  Fiually, they !
grew tired of this waste of ammunition, and |
proceeded te wreak their vengeanece upen the !
Judge's furniture, as they could wot reach his |
body. After they had smasloed up everything
they could lay their hands upon, there was ug
mysterious and unaccouttable stlence. Nnt g g
sound of any kind was to be heand.  Had the |
foiled assassins given up the attack i despair, |
and gone to seek other and less formdable vi
timst One of the female servants cautionsly
peered over the parapet. A shower of Lullets
rattled round her in an instant, and one of
them pierced her arm. It was elear then that
the bonse was surrounded and vigilantly watah- |
ed.  Again all wassilent. The judae dared not
leave his post af vuntage to reconnoitre, theugh :

§
H

the silence was mare trying than the voise |
Could they be going to five the house, ansd give s
the hapless fnmates but the choice between
massacre and burning ! ;

Two hours had elapsed since the first assanlt |
upon the trap-door ; surely the wews of the
rising must have reached Erskine’s eamp, awld !
troops st be on the way to Benares.  Sud. |
denly the silence was again broken ; there was
the sound of footsteps, wscending the staircase. |
Once more the judge set his teeth, grasped his
spear, and prepared to sell his life dearly.  The
steps came nearer, then a turbaned head ayquear.
ed. In another instant the upraissd spear woule
have been driven through the turfay ints the
skull beneath it, when the inteader Hifted his |
head aud showed the white beard ano withered !

Fearing treachery, however, Mr. Davis held him |
ut bay until he was assured thet the party consiste
ed of friends. He thendescended, aud 1oarof the
new arrivals to be Hifteen sepays and a few of his
awn police.  As the sepoys were armed with }
musket and  bayouer, and had 60y rovwls;
apiece, the judge telt that he was now equal 1o
stamding  a siege, and beard without dismay |
in  greater force. Meanwhile lie-inquined §f
anything had been heard of Mr. Cherry. e
was told that to the best of hisinformant’s be.
lief 8ahib Cherry amd all the Englishmen withs |
himy had been killed. The judge was stil}
musing aver this weiancholy news, when Toowas

and the clatter of horsey’ heofs. A hurriad !
glanee frem the window, however, sef all s
fears at rext; for in the new.comers he tecog-
nised a troop of cavalry from FEeskine's camp,
The first hearty greeting over, the officer 1n
cormmand brifly explained that nomediately on
the receipt of the news of Vizier Al's insusres
tion, he had been urdered to hasten forward |
with his smail force, and wnnounee the ap.
proach “of reinforcements, “They  had ridden
firat to Mr, Cherry’s ; and thire they fonnd the
house sacked, and the dead bodies ot My,
Cherry and four other Euyglistimen lying mutii.
ated in the grounds, “Then they harried to
Judge Davis's, expecting to il a similar hor:
rible spectacle awaitiog (them there ; but were
overjoyed that here atleast they wers not too
late. Little more vemains to be told.  All
dung«'r ‘was. pow over. .\ strong foree under
General Erskine arrived shortly alterwards ;and
though there was some- severe street-fighting,
-yet before  nightfull, . Vizier "Al’s palaen was
storined, - his followers disperséd, and order re.
stored ju the eity. The arch.conspirator him.
self, however, eseaped, and st the head of ahand
of arauders mm\c himeslf troablesome far a
few months on the frontier ; hut was cventnally
betrayed to the English by the Hajah of Jey.
pore, with whom' hie hnd taken refuge, and kept !
- close eanfinement till his death. ‘
By a - curious - coincidence; - Vizier Al was |

4

brought into Benares a’ prisoner on the anni.
versury of the memorable day which had wit. |
nessed the massacre of Mr. Clerey and the
heroic defence.of Judge Davis. :

As for the gallant Horatius of the staireass,
he reeeived the due meed of his valour,  ths
grateful fellow.countrymen ut Benaros hailed

Taaunt Al wave a derisive Jaugh, amd struck - tion of the city from pilngp,"'
Borowly with his sword 5 the blow was paniced,  be no doubt that by holding the Vizier and his
3 " forees at bay for two _hours, the judge enabled
Witk a howl of rage and pain the first assaitant © the other European residents to make their es-
. penpe to Genera
; insurrection from spreading into a serious aud
< formidable rebeliiom,

more substantind recognition of the judge’s gal-

Cami takes a feeding Jook st ks

[ played the cornet.”

fave of one of the judge's own twdy.servants, o

that Vizier Al was preparing for ansther attaek |

aroused by another alarny, the rattie of sabres

And the . Governor-General,  the -Marquis of
Wellesley, wrotr expressing his- high admir.
approached by 8 sivgld parrow winding suais | Bavated his stock of snathonns, he wade a rosh {ation of the splendid courage and coolneas dia-
Played by Mr.
which atone, he sqid *“ was to he attributed the
safety of the English residents, and the salva.

I’avis on that ‘occasfon ; to

For: there could

Krskine's camp, and . kept the
Nor wus there wanting

lantry and resofution,  He was’ shortly alter-
wards resuoved to Calentia, where he was pro-
moted Lo a post of high henour and emolument.
Andat the tivie of Lis Jdeath he was one of the
most respected amd indluentinl Directors of the
greut Company whase interssts he had so faith-
fully and braveiy served,

At the manston of -Holivwood, near Bristol,
the seat of his san Sir Johy Franels Davis, who
for lis distinguished <ervices in China recejved
a baronetage i 1846, the spear which figures
in thix story s stili presorved with the deepest.
veneration, and will Jonbtless b hawded down
as a cherished and precious bieirloom from
euetation 1o geuceration of the  descendants of
Samuel Davis, Cleoks will glow  and pulses

Daicken ws the stors of that memerable feat of

arns s tobd. . Nor s 1t enly in the family of
the hero that these ferlings of sympathetie pride
and euthusiasm will be stirred, | In 2ome degree
at anyrate, wonll we bope that they may be
stieresd in the heart of every reader of this nar.
rative,  And who e tedb but that some stoul.
hearted Briten who shall diereatier find houself
i fortorn straits, way Gike i courage {rom
the recollection of the brave fudpe of Benares,
whis with w single spear hield  the stuircase
against three hunde b foes !

For never surely
was there 4 story yer that wmore foresibly pointed
the moral that “ While - thera’s life  there's
ape 57 and that oven the most desperate game
nay be pulled ont of the fire by Jdauntiess da-
ermination amd pateat courige.

HUMOROINS.

A enasn that olen separates frpnda s Sar-

1 esm.

Go-AS-YOU-FLEASE iy o goed gait, but pay as
you go ik o batter.

SpEanisa of nantival terms, was Noah's wife

! bis first mate?

Tur small bov new crmusls up ieio the attie

slaad

Hyvensiy
ting.
Fint,

Upox a weadest gravestowe in Vineennes come-
tery appears the plidutive leyend . s aeiglibonr

sindwiches are an Omaha inven-
Thed went twice os long as the ondinary raitrond

Tir bov with & gobd watel wants to know
fiat tiare 1 {8 fwvion as often ss does the oy with the
ver ohroisaineler.

©PrecnasTisATN b the thinf of a good
VT was the fament of the amall boy who got up ton
S the exeursion traka,
Aedent tu yendering to his father
o xpeses, tnserted 1 To charlty,
&) cr wrote Baek o T fest eharity covers s
muitituilde nfsinx.
Arren spending a day 1acking down carprta,
and anatiier i movice se! setting up beusahotd gooda,
- fellow feeic pa thoneh be enidd give Methtseinh A
bumdred polate ait then beat ki
A CORBRSPONBENT
frostled sider Lo hepre?
3 FE yon frur qvin the s
e kay fnto the

FERTD INTEN

“ Haw long ecan
deperide apos ofreum.
i, Laok 3t up, and allog
TVt S v beep it fur some time,

[T
HES S

; bt voa wout ge!f maeh fus ontef it

A New abevioe has been destzned by which

D Bues wlater civs be naemt okl winder agd Apgeeat ne warms
SN Beaser o ervant

e uld plaa of patiing s fur
dund away «ith, and now
i the fiueg w'ater, in na-
wesree booh e wd though e was in
G oin e cnhiest weatbier.

n prafuse s

£ seem as il the obd fdks never would learn
ta yrderatiud s by They éan't sevm tn canprebisod
why heshould be Gounaniuyoms in regand fo gaerting up
wt 4 o'edoeh by the rataing oy tale part ts & fishing ex.
cupston, while I teqpropes  the Titure of three tons
af Buergy 1o arenss b ad 77 % when there is 8 rord
of waed to pilv up. Byen paliiticinne aud other soientists
an't explaty thi

CONSUMPTION CURED.

An wid physician, retived “frn practice,
baving had placed 10 his handa by an Fas
Lidia missiouary the tiomnla of & sinple veget-
able remnedy, for tie peedy and permanent cur,
of ‘consumption,  bronchitis, catarch, asthma,
and all throat and lung alletions, also a posi-
tive and radical cive for peevons debility and
all nervous entnplaints, after having tested ita
womlerful dnrative powers i thonsands of eanes,
hns felr it bis duty to make it known to hix
suffering fellows,  Aetuated by thia metive, and
a degire to relieve hwman suffering, 1 will send,
free of charge, to all whao desive i1, this recipe,
with Tall dipection for preparing aud using, in
Gorman, Freneh, or Eaglish., - Sent by mail by

addressing with stamp, numing this sn\pnr, W,
W. “Shnarar,. 149 Power’ Dlock, - Rochester,

} N CARD, )

To all who are suflering fromn the errors and
indiserations of vonth, nervous weakness, emly
deeay, oss of manhood, &e.; T owill send a recape
that - will enre you, FHEE OF CHARGE. This
great remedy was discovered by a missionary in
South-America.  Send n solif-nddrenced envelope
to the REv. Jossen T Insan, Station D, New.

= more thua oue story above the gronadfleor " judges . For a moment Irzot stopped shorty-eyes | bimbax their avieur frow ao crtiel mnssacre,  Vork Qify.




