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(Written for the Canadian Hiustrated News.)
TOUCHSTONE PAPERS.
NO. 1.—THR GOLDEN CALF.

It is not the idol of the Hebrews, Oh, no. e was a mere
monld of dead metal, bright in colour, yet brutish in form,
costly, yet commouplace. The meanest heifer that browsed
on the Sinai slopes was prettier than he, for it had warm
blood and a throbbing heart.

Nveither is it the fascinating demon which Mephistopheles
pictured to Faust, amid the flicker of blue lights, There
was a pootry about him which could dazzle and awake
enthusiasm. There is a palliation if not an excuse for every
folly which man may commit under the influence of bright
fancies.

My golden calf is quite other than these. He belongs to
the genus Homo; Homunculuz, He is not an
abortion, merely & distortion. He has two feet, instead of
four, and thesears not flat and hoofed, but arched and encased
in patent leathers. He has no horag, nor even the bumps
from which horns might spring  His forehead iz narrow and
rounded smooth as a terrapin’s shelll He has no caudal ap-
pendage other than that of his steel pen coat. His is no noble
roar, smiting the hilly, for his volve squeaks like a penny
whistie and he lisps like the fat bibv who is fed on mush, He
bas no lonlly mane to shake, [Qiis bair iz a sticky mass of
pomade, parted in the middle and g0 smoothly brushed, that
ue takes his hat off with bot hands, not to disterb its = lay”

iy golden calf nas a mind, which i less of a compliment
if we admit the new theory of navamlists, that all animals
have minds, qutte distinet from, and fir above, mere instinet,
Bat s mind is peeniiar, 1t 1= open to pereeptions and
nothing more. It may form an occacionid prlamentat the sug-
gestian of others. A dowaright old fashioned syllogism it
nks from with pnsitive patn of the frontal. He knows bat
one enthymeme and he acts upon it—=% [ have got money,
thercfore T am a power.”

And he isa power. We noed not seorn the Hebrew adoma-
tion of tha melten heifer. We need not scof at the ringing
souzr of Xephisto, braudishine the gleaming goblet, We are
all eeling drank with the poison of that cup, and we worship
the golden call, Look at seciety with its air of mock wisdo,
ite serat, L3 Hiftings of the head, its smile of beantiful disdain,
frs srrine glanc23 at plebeianism, What is s relizion ?
The cuitus of Wiat {s the thing it hates and spurns
andes its samedads 7 Poverty,

e goiden cal?f iz nst such a fool but he see iz, Ho hasanot
to work Lp oo pasiton. It is already made for him. The
piatiorm i ruised ana unkeld by fair whits hands and amid
twinkiiny eves, graceful curtsies of ob=isance, murmurad com-
FhHmerts rrom rosy Hpe; all L hag to do s to walk forthacd
vack, with tilicd casror, swaying swallow tail and magnideent
wove of hamwhoo e, What o life! glorions, is it nnt? T oes
deci-ta?'y clorions.  The bt of use—else we wors not human
—wenid clivose o be a calf, or vven an ass for such a waze,

There are two classes of meu who adfect to despise the
wolden calf—ithe pauper and thie pundit,  They rebel azainst
the Liind idelatry, and harp on the catoh word—equality. Bat
he metive of both s Jealousy. The one Is inferior. the other
uperior, but neither can approach the vhurmed circle,

A dearnad decture is to he given by some celebrated
forsign professor. The fashion, caught by the name, but
nwuintetligent of the thing, resolves upon going, Ward is
passed aronnd, 4 full house promised and the tickatsare ruised
to a fabulons price. On a given night, in salls the colden
calf, followed by his rustling suite, and they oceupy all the
best benches. The lecturer Jeatnres at them, but ot s them,
TLr poor student, or the intelligent mechagic is pushed tack
to the rear, where he cannot see the deiicate expeoriments or
hear the weak ve of the lecturer.  Purhiaps, deterred by the
high price, he cannot attend ar all.  Of course, he grumbles,
There is no such misanthrope as your paor aspiring man. Why
did not the professor, in the trne interest of science, Keep
down his prices and lecture oniy to thos: who rould under-
stand him. Ah!thou fool. The professor is a wise man and
he too worships the gelden calll

Or a concert is given by the best artists of the world—the
queen of opera, the prioce of tenors and so on. There the
same scene is enacted.  The poor enthmsiast, the art student,
iz driven back into the cornerz or exelnded altozether, and he
toa bursts out into cynical apostrophes. Wasted breath, my
Bohemian., These petted children of song are cleverer than
you think, and for the jewels of their sinzing, they exact in
exchange the sheen and the maguetic cold touch of eagles
and doubloons. You would do the same if you had half a
chanve.

Our golden calf is not a miser.  Thay only are misers who
make their own money. and he zenerally inherits his. He
icherits it 1o most cases from sowmne close, enger old father,
who spent half a century in bailding up a fortune, stinting
himsa!t almost to begzary, the while, The well belaved son
and heir will spend it gaily for him. It is the inevitable and
just human law of compensazion.  The wealthy 2on keeps fast
horses, a series of winter and summer vehiclos, 4 complete
wardrobe, and aliogether a princely establishment.  He has
his dogs for ornament, not for use, as he is not A sporting man.,
He is seldom seen entering the lists as a snow-<hnar, tobog-
gannist, skater, curler, cricketer, lacrosser or base-baller.  He
goes to races, but it is only to hold the ladies’ parasols, or bet
a few guineas ou his favourite’s favourite, He gives little
guppers, but his capacities hardly go beyond oysters, never
reaching the stomachic risk of lobsters. He i3 nota jolly
goed feeder,

He takes amnild interest in passing events,  Sometimes,
though rarely, hie aspires to the position of leader in certain
artietic and scientific vircles,  He indulues in a diluted form
of piilanthropy. He writes papers un the habits of animals,
and presides over societies for the prevention of eruelty to
birds. He colleets subseriptions for underclothing to be given
to newsboy«, Lot him have hizmzed of praise for these chari-
ties. The Golden Calf is not devoid of heart, He makes
love, of course, though he is rather made love to, than other-
wise, but his sentimentality is diffosive; It has none of the
concentration of passion.  He cannot brook opposition, being
used to idolatry. but he is incapable of real indignation,

Raillery is lost on such a2 Lave an invincible repugnance
to take offence, and where the assumption of superiority is a
habit, it is waste of time to find fault. - It will be more grace-
frl, therefore, to follow the fashion and bow to the Golden
Calf. ‘
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THE MISSING LINKS TO DARWIN'S ORIGIN OF S8PECIFES.

Where all must fatl or not coherent be

And all that rises, rise In due degree;

Then, {n the scale of reasontug Hre, "tis piatn,
There must be, somewhere, such a rank as Man.

PorE: Essay on Man.

Oh ! mighty Darwin, Monarch of il Sages
Adorning this or long forgotten ages,

Whose magic tonuch ope's portals paleotogle

And shatters seals of periols geologle—

Before whose search, the mysteries of ereation
Diszolve ltke misty of morning exhalation—
Whao thread'st the Hne of lfe to Nature's germs,
To find Goil's image in ancestral worms.

We, rich in faith and warm in strong atfection,
For thy great creed of » Natural Selectton,”
Convinced that man—the maxlern institution—
Qswos his proud placs to laws of « Evolutfon,"
Now compe, great Sawe, s living grand memortal
Qf Man's deseent through lineage < Arboreal,”

o The Missdng Links Y—those prechistorie sires
Whose loves amd Hves o wondering race admires,

When all was void, and ("hinos raied the Sphares,
Back thro' the shadows of unfuathomel years
Life's st faint spark Nashied thro' a rayless night,
Aaud quivering fell on the ruds Zoophyte,

SOl Soarer,” Sponze, <oan felt the gentald glow,
“Mid Coral eastlos, rearad fnaopths batow,

Whore brave Soa Nettles waved earesstg arms
To cairassed Polyps, enamoured of thetr charms,

Whers the Molusen, feres with yearning fires,
Thortitl pearty Shells with tendor saft desiees
And Perriwinkies smaatho b their coats of mail
To conrt endearmeuts from the wooling Snall;
There warmed the spask in it Crastanaan bed,
TTEERhcimps, envapliare-d, on s sweelness toull
Lmpassioned Lohsters oaspad smlactive claws,
And Jeatous Crabs stecmmBo b to Hyeymen's navs,

Bur kKindling mope—the Dicins
Its bnsanlosesnes gaads the D ip
Traa~forms > Dragoms inty sizhing swuins,
And Jistraets Sheephoads with hawltching pains,
The Firing-1ish (non onward wafis the spark,
“Till lovslorn passions rha ernae! Khark.
And sweatest tmeniports swaltl the injeniy deep,
To where the Whales uxorious vigiis keep,

SLill brighior yot—the Amphibs grow at length,
Wit Marimdd graces and with Triton steeagth

Ths Tadpoie whisks it from the Ocean oo,
The broori-backed Tartte bears {£ on o &hvare,
Wiers suckling Lesches draw {1s baby sighs,
MG stoilbl Froags transixs:] with mate surprise,
Whtle Cabmans wake with unesw horn joy elate,
Al roars the Walruas, eager fur his mate,

'R optila form
Wihieh wal

L= snvags insiee

than ersaping from the hank

wa aned b ts the mnrass Jdank.,
the Berpant’s traey,

To hiush in be an Uhimalenn®s huaelk.

With ardent 1 #, 11 e Neorphan's ayas,
With rainhoew hies the aveek Taanno dyes,

i, at sy, in o sunshones jed,

(2]
thom
T Salamandor Soods with moiien gald,

Reflzont now-cits vivifying rayvs

Sprovd fae and wile—saer ta thes tasse?l Malze,
In erimson Carrots plereing Mathar Farth,

In emrall Pinas yiobling fragrant hrthg
Fastoone -l Bananas with {25 giaries shine,

And tribate Grapes burst forth with living wine.

F'en bannersd Bloxsoms, kissing wanton alr,

I shipes as variel as thele hues are fdr,

Wi dt quickanad incense ap tearching skies,
That biash with Joy and Inungh thro’ starey »yee,
Upe Hpped Uarbana, on her drooping Rove,
Pale browsd Maznolin, from hor statedy tron,
Kweoeet Passutlora, dashed witn hlondy stadns,
All glow with life that tingies in their velns,

Than [nseots ccune o cheer the flawery givle
With tender datliance *neath the loafy shovia,
deight buzzing Files, borne on the Langid breeze,
Keop time with Locusts, droning (o the trees;
Cerasshoppers melt to lazy Sk Waorm charms,
T Moth sesiks solac: in the Bastie's arms,
Tabaveo trabi essay the loftiesy stalk,

In love siek seureh of the Masquito-bHawk,

While Spiders wenve a daintier, rosfer et

Than ever matden for fond lover set,

The very winds, pulsating amorons sighs,
Baneath the beating wings of Butterflies,

And now us years In eoantless eyelies roll)

Stii strongor, belghter buens the Hving eond
The Badents eoma with sdeelt and glossy hislox,
All fleet of Tont to eateh refueiant brides,

The sexton Mols, from ont his earthly Iair,

[t haste to meet ths traid blushing Haee;
The Squireel seareylug from his Bealy house,
Down ragged trunk to woo the virgin Momss
The Rabbit lost 1n jow-tongued dreaming chat,
With that shraw:d robboer, the Heentious Rat,
While high o’sr atl the wedided branches through,
Peeps the Opodsuin at the Kangarou,

Naw nit'rinyg thro' Earth's fielda of iving gronn,
The Ruminantin came to dot the seone;

The floeey Ram, with frontlet hard aned hold,
The meek eyed Ewe, pale matron of the fold;
With anttera:d erest, the lithe and sinewy Doer,
The vignrous Gont (the symbal. of Buck Boary
The untamed Blson, with tempestunus siane,
The patlent Camel, of the trackinsa plain,

The tll Giratle, Instinet with lofy pride,

The fleei-font Zinhrea, with his strips stashed hbdne g
And then the Bull, of brawn and belting brow,
Leads in the daluty cream-distitiing Cow,

O golden days! Age of Areadian Joy !

Ere Horrow's birth, whon Love knew no alloy

Scant wonder then the Bame waxed fleree and strong,
When the Curnivora Jotnel the countless throng.
The Hedgehog, winking. from his spiny box,

With adrairation, at the eunnling Fox,

S Pepsine” prepaced by them s warranted,

Which joins the Coon, well versed in forest lore,
In pleasant discourse with the tuskod hoar.

From fields nhroad swoops down the flitting Bat,
With bated whispers for the rakish Cat,

Which glips away from purring Puassy’s sight,
On'revols bent, nnd staying out atl night,

The noble Dog by the gaunt Grey-hound led ;
The hatry Skyo; the Butl with brutal head:

The Klottth, kKeen sconted on the trait of game,
Al sow the vietims of a temlorer finme,

Fron friondly Bears thelr hopes and fenrs discuss,
Befors the sarly 1UHp-po-pot-a-mas,

AV hile Ustoning leopanls to the passion own
Hyenas inugh and drop the crunching bone.
The Lion gmiles away hie hented spleen,

And hiarmless sleeps the Tigor on the green,
As eotngjoss rils, from fountatns (ur and wide,
Unite to form the river's rushing thde,

S all these typos, In Narwin’s matehless plan,
Convenged, assert the Hneages of Man,

From Rirmah's wools, the Elephantine home,
Batwold hix pith and iron muscele come

His andent temper {rom the tangleil grove,
Where the hinoeeros daflies with hix love
His tastex exhled trom that Westphalan bog,
Where watlows still tho epicarean Heoug,

And his enduranes from Arabia’s strand,

The tireless Horse producss at eommoand,
Thux weil endowsl, ah! Darwin! then—Alag!
We traes his genius o the saplent Ass,

Fachanting age of soal dissolving hilsx,

W hoen Hfe's whole span was one lang barntng kise,
N wander, soon tn same bright torpld vale,
Where (e lrsmana waved peahenstle el

To honied atrs agiow with dosjre,

Artrea! loves should nehier tanes asplire

or Chaema Manlkeys fatl ke ripensd grapes,
R stioss vietims of the Benrdad Apas:

Thst Mandrily [ost bn soft voiaplaonds swoons,
Shaaid geace the nuptials of the bold Baboons,
And Chitmypaanzeos, {ront wavins tree taps hanog,
T eonrt ecuressos from the foned Orang.

s hinos of Time's dim twitioht morn !
Taositen an haouar the @ Misstong Link 7 was barn;
The great Gorilla, Qinging widde the gate

Of Darwin's Flen, and one bigh estate,

Throngh nature’s vold, by arm ereative hur'd

Tt fo00 thee <oarlt which warm« ant Hghts a warld

1is progaant beam fiest thribihl b L Oeean's enves,

Ia mynad Gams padsatul thronsh e waves,

Than eliad with cormbare arid rackanmd sand,

Bate waving branehi-s plume the smiling land

Sfrhesl Tnenth the st s where harst forth Hiving springs,
Aned poopixd alr with gauzy, rain-bowad winge.

Ths stond Love s tempies iy exporoinnt <tate
Of rites dalayed—hat tittie thins they watl,
Fvolving races, slugyizh, wan and eald,

Waks 1nto antures setive, iferer wnel habd
Sejecting’s Law, their joyvs aneansecions gnfde,
roypes, they thas unerring glicls,

W's fefgints are sendeel g o the brink
OF that abyeas—spanned by the o Missing Liak”
Theve stminn Caplel st (o hdey stnte s

But oh ! swhet Payele was hits nobior mate 7

ML AL

Hora slpopdasa xeionce paies {12 soarehing powar,
Al awfi myitery shroends O nptiad honreg
char fathor, A, by il et essndd

o b, awhose fove s ardant passion blossel )
Pake Phoiad jost 1s hisd bohibnad Tones vty

W tmly knowe-her oifspring drop the tali,

Tite pronlem vas? new Darwins shall eagage
Ty saweedt tho mnowhs
Tadil thesesrat conmntivss exelos 5.

Buesis fns0 10 and Mag <

Fovr axl G £aare s,
il

an s forn revealed,

~ ol R
Arvk and catevature
Mro WL Sttt 5w
Brron (4, at
Misaninnzht.
It 45 stated that Sie John Sinelain, MLP, proenaring for the
Pross nban't an the ite Franceaejsriman W Tt §s L b pab-
Hahed shmestvanedtsdy fn Eogdish, Proaeh, and German,
Mannfaetiarars of, aocl deniors ta, po2iry mny ha interested in
heartag that thers js o b aogreel posiry mnalen orf eaniest at
aax. The eatranes for the oy will be elocad on the 1h

e e of Hatnr
Last, to be commamorated by

2 Hetne,
f omdonnmant at

June,

A new hl-monthly faurnal, stavoted toard anel mousic, hasap
poared in Beassels, L'Ast Dadeersel. To Jadgy from the frst
number, It will beoa wabeame wllition toart eeadrs, pariicd.
Tariy 1010 fally earries out its motln, @ Liberiv and Sy v

poloon, when he waz in Jtaly, an extle feam Franes, has heen

pubtished o this nauth’s o Revista Buropmd® by the elion
Prafessor Angelo de Ganernativ, by Wi possaasion the MS

Tasre 13 a reason 10 halieve that thae long.tost partrat of Mo
Here, paintad hy Sebastion Breirbon, his been diseaversd amang
the Ingres ¢ stlectinn atl the Masom of Mantuathan, aond thal it
wax rastored by the tafter paintor, who purehased itat s lealer's
sl

Mr. Willlam Stmpson and Me, BRabert Lanidells, twa of the
goecial artists of the JHusrated Tondsn Noee, hve rescvel
from the Frmaperor of Germany war mdadeas tolkpns af disttae-
tion ennferred upon them for thelr arpistie Inbours in the recout
WAT,

Oun Dicestive Onoass.—The tesult of much aclentific
reacarch and experiment has within the Inst fow years enabled
the medical profession to rupply to the human system, where
fpaired or infective, the power which assimilates our {f)"d'
This is now known as ¢ Morson’s Pepsine,” and is pmcr!l;wd
as wine, globules, ad lozenges, with full directions. Fhe
careful and regnlar wse of this valuablo medicine restores the
natural functions of the stomach, giving once more .ﬂtrungth
to the body. There are many imitations, bat Mordon and Son,
the original manufacturers, are practical chemists, and the
nnd bears thei?

labels nnd teademark, Tt is sold by ail-chemists in bottied

33, -and boxes fr«J'xxl 24, Gd., but purchasers ghould sce the
nameo : . ' :
Hol32x

T. MORSON & SON.




