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intelligent idea of their duties anali privileges
as Christians. When we, w1ho are teachers
learn f.illy to realize this, and prayeratdly and
earnestly do our part, ve cannot doubt as to
the results.

With the Sunday School lies tho power of
bringing about a more general interest in
missions. Gradually the mistakon impres-
sions, regarding missions and missionary
societies are disappearing, and it cannot be
denied that the Sunday School has been une
of the mightiest factors in accomplishing
this. Not only along missionary lines do we
find unmistakablo evidence of the broadening
influence of the Sunday School, but in every
lino of work, and at every opportunity to
advanco the interests of Christ's kingdom,
the young people of the Sunday School are
ready to do their part.

In its aime and ecope it is so distinctively
a young peoplo's inesitution, and yet in how
many schools the classes in the more ad-
vanced grades are those in which the average
attendance is lowest. This should not be so,
and the causes which produce such results
should be carefully studied and earnest efforts
made to bring about conditions from which
will grow a school that shall be spiritually
and numerically strong.

Perhaps one reason why we fail often-ti mes
to keep the majority of our boys and girls in
tho Sunday School after they have reached
that anomalous age, the transition period
betwen childhood and young manhood and
womanhood, is that we have in the past
failed to study their requireinents and ten-
peraments as carefully as we ought; the
general atmosphere of the school may have
been sleepy, and we who are teachers may
have shirked our duty, or may never have
realized our responsibility sufficiently to seck
the best mothods and most effective words in
order to retain their interest and make the
lessons appeal to each member of the class.

To obtain better results it might be well
to imitate the methods of our public schools
to a certain extent. Their systems are con-
stantly undergoing reconstruction and im-
provement, whoreas the systeis (if anything
so erratie can be called systems) prevailing
in altogether too many Sunday Schools, are
stili very primitive. Time does not permit
me to particularize in this respect, still I
cannot but think that one way in which it
would be well to imitate our school boards is
by providing some means by which those who
are toachers may become more thoroughly
equipped for the work, as for instance, by
means of well organized normal classes and
teacher's meetings, or in sonie other way.
While we believe most sincerely in the mis-
sion of the Sunday School, and give it all
honor for the success achieved, yet we cau-
not but feel that there is still a very great
need of improvement in our present methods
of work, if the organization is to achieve
better and mort telling results. in order
that we may accomplish this let us seek to
awaken a deeper interest in the work among
the young people of the congregation.

W hen we can bring all the menibers of the
sehool to feel their personal reeponsibility,
that upon the faithful performance of their
duty depends the success of the school, We
shall have accomplished this. •

The work to bc donc varies greatly, and a
discussion of ways and means is beyond ny
ability, but the importance of it is so great
that 1 would urge that the church do all in
its power to encourage the young people
in this work.

Ton new missionaries will sail to heathon
lands in Soptember, threo te China, three to
India, two to Japan, and two to Turkoy.
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The Church of Christ to-day is, and should
bh, a live institution. ItS character depends
altogether on the character of its individual
members. In a large measure the oversight
and care rest on the shoulders of a few old
and faithful followers-persons in whose
handa lier destinies are safe.

The question arises, When they shall have
entered into their rest, on whomn will this
good work fal ? Our only hope is, I believe,
in the young mniembers. As in our early
associations ii life, we forai character, so in
church activity, that which we will b in
later life is fashioned by earlier training.
As we are all differently constituted, having
different capacities for work, thore is a work
for which each is botter fitted than the other.
One may hava the gift of speech, let him
use it to the honor of God ; another may
have the spirit of fervent prayer, lot him
pray ; again one may have much of the
spirit of Christ in his heart and yet lack the
power of easy expression, lie may exercise a
mightier influence by his example than he
could by word ; another may have the social
faculties more highly doveloped, ho must
not romain inactive ; one may have financial
and executive ability, his powers are needed
in the church to-day as' well as in any other
organization. Young man or woman, yo
may not be able to speak to edification, or
sing or pray, yet you might speak a word of
welcome to some strangor, yon could give a
hearty handshako to a friend, you can g've
some cheer even by your bright presence,
you may lighten some burden by a kind act;
all these things are but a few of what might
bh done by our young people. By finding
what we are able to do, by such a distri-
bution as to suit our capacity, by directing
our energies along mndividual lines, we pro-
vide against a confliet of work and any mis-
directed effort.

These powers for work, those talents are
given us to use and devolop. As the armi
without exorcise will wither and decay, as
the oye on whose pupil no light shines loses
its briglhtness, so the powers that arc given
us, if unused, if never called into activity,
will become enfoebled and soon we will fai 1

salvation wherowith we have bcn provided
will b realized in overy heart, and all will
know the Lord. whom to know i life
cverlasting.

A QUESTION.

Hl. MURnAY.

"Iow can a person give to the Lord
whose income is not sufficient to meet the
demande of his family ?"

This question is frequently asked, and no
doubt this is considered by many a good
reason for withholding thoir income, or a
portion of it from the cause of the Lord.

There are two very grave mistakes in the
above excuse. The first is, it makes the
demands of their own family greater and of
more importance than the demande of God's
family, the cause of Christ of less conse-
quence than thoir own personal interest.
This is a perversion of God's order, as we are
commanded to "seek Jirsi the Kingdom of
God an His rigliteousness." Christ muet
have the /irst place, or noue, in our hearts
and homes. To follow Christ we imust deny
ourself and take ut our cross. But where is
the sacrifice or self-denial, so absolutely esson-
tial to discipleship, if we do not give till our
porsonal wants are supplied ? Think a moment,
dear reader, and ask yourself if there eau
be any real, truc blessing to your own heart
and life if your giving does not cost you a
sacrifice and a denial of some personal want.
ILt is when yon feel the noed of your gifts
that the blessmngs which flow from thy hand
will richly flow into thine own heart. The
second mistake is even more serious than the
first, as it is a practical denial of God's pro-
mises, ruling the hend of Kind Providence
out of our heurts and homes, and a failure to
trust God in our vocations. Tho Bible
abounds with the piomises of assurance that
all needed good will be given to those who
walk uprightly, and seek jirsi the Kingdom
of God and its rigâteousness. Thero has
never been a case whero God's plan of living
has been obeyed that is promises of a sup-
ply has not been fulfilled. In every case
where we find want and misery we find
God's plan of success rejected, aud plans of
their own substituted in its place.

Wheu the disciples saw the hungry multi-
tude they thought or their supply, and net
their own wauts, and when thoy sacrificed


