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McKenzle, in behalf of the temperance cause:

« The many friends of the * blue ribbon ” move-
ment in St. John will learn with regret of the death
of D. Banks McKonzie, the noted temperance cvans
gelist, which took placoe, according to a telegram,
at Salt Lake City, Utah, on the 12th inst,  Mr, Me-
Kenzle’s impassioned utterances are fresh in the
memory of those temperance men ia St. Jobn and
Fredericton who took part in the Llue ribbon re.
vival of 1877-78, aud which was, to a great degree,
the practical precursor of the Scott Act. At Fred-
cricton, Banks McKenzie was received with open
arms, and tae Legislature suspended its sessions to
Jisten to his cloquence. 1lis firsttour through New
Brunswick was for him a financinl success, but his

second visit was not particularly remunorative. So

Banks McKenzie left these parts and-hied himself
to the Pacific slope, where for a time ho prospered.
Later on he settled in the Mormon country of Salt
Lake, and so stirred up tho Mormons on the temper-
auce guestion as to induce. them to crect o grand
Opera House. It was while laboring at Sult Lake
that he died, aged 47.” .

DuriNg the past two or three weeks we have had
in our midst, for the first time in the history of St.
Joln, what is specifically called by its delegates a
¢ Holiness Convention.” The preachers conducting
the services being from the States and other places,
were, with an exception or two, entire strangers to
the people of our city. Several of the sermons ex-
hibited much ability, and were delivered with more
than usual simplicity and dircctness, and -were of &
practical nature. These men, representing Baptists,
Methodists, Congregational, and perhaps one or two
other depominations, claim to have ** a pure heart,”
“q clean heart,” that they are “entirely sanctified,”
«¢ perfect in love,” ctc. ; and affirm that any believer
may,.in a moment, arrive at and enjoy the same gift
by making a complete surrender to God, and in
prayer expressing to Him such desire.

Not being confident that we fully understand the
definition given by them to the above plrases, we
withhold for the present any further remurke upon
what would e termed their distinetive plea. We
have no hesitancy, however, in disapproving of the
cfforts and prayers in what might be called the after
meeting: fov prayerisnota formof exhortation for in-
fluencing people to action and creating withinthem a
fecling of excitement. And we consider that God
is presented in a false light before the people when
w¢ coaz and agonize and plead with IIim to convert,
sanctify, or accept asoul that has manifested a de-
sire to give itself to the Lord, sceing that God is
already reconciled and more than anxiousto reccive
all that will come to Ilim. Our work is with men
and not with God. And, when such expericncesare
given, as ‘“sudden fiashes of light,” ¢ divine illu-
minations,” ** thrilling sensation through the soul,”
*¢ gky looking bluerand a grecner sod being deneath
our feet, cte., etc., atthetime of conversion or sancti-
fication, thus leading men to expect something of a
similar nature before they are assured of their ac-
ceptance is misleading and discouraging to those who
have honestly sought but failed to realize any such
feelings.” Let it be remembered that forgiveness
«oes not take place in a man’s heart, but with God,
and o belief that He has, for Christ sake, forgiven us,
cause us to rejoice.

ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

TAILORING.

" Somo ono has said that ‘ too many handlo tho
Word of God as the tailor does the garment; makes
it fit the man.” Wo know this is the work of the
tailor to shapen or mako the garment and not the
man, Tho man is the samo ugly form as ever, and
very often the man spoils tho looks of the garmont.
This is no fault, however, of the tailor, His busi-
ness is to make the garment, and not tho man,
This will do for tho tailor, but it is a very poor
business for tho theylogian. Much of this kind of

tailoring is done, The Word of God is mado to
suit or fit every man's iden or opinion, It is so
trimmed and shaponed that it is just tho fit, It
matters not hovw ill-formed our doctrines are, Scrip-
ture will bo formed and tailored till the ugly form
is suited. In somo cases it takes much more tailor-
ing thon in others, Somo dactrines aro hardor to
fit. Tho writor onco received from o friond eight
sheets of note-papor, closely written, concerning a
passago of Scriptuie, to bring out as he saw Paul's
meaning.

This is certainly unfortunato for tho Apostle
Paul to require such a labored offort on tho part of
man to briug out the meaningof his inspired tonguo.
Wo fancy the trouble was not with Pinl, but rather
with my friend’s doctrine ; it had such an ungainly

form it took a great deal of tailoring to make Poul's

fanguago fit it.  And the trouble was, that after all
tho cutting and fitting, tho garment didn’t fit.

This ‘manner of handling the Word of God is to
provent its design ; to pleaso men rather than God
who trieth our hearts. Tho Word of God must
not be changed by man, but man must be changed
by the Word of God. ¢ The Law of the Lord is
porfect, converting the soul.” Herein wo seo that
it is man who must be converted, and not the Word
of God. Tho desian of God's Word is to make the
man ; to fit the man to the garmont; to improvo
his life, to build him up ; to so transform his na-
ture that the world can see in him tho power of the
truth. Wo aro commanded ‘¢ toreceive with meek-
ness the ingrafted Word which is able to savo our
souls. The salvation is in the reformation or trans-
formation. Tho Word of God has no more power
of itsclf than the wheat in the garner. 1t must be
sown in the carth before there can be any fruit
thorefrom. Tho Word of God mustbe ¢ hid in the
heart.” [ts transforming influence must be felt in
the soul, and the fruits of & Christian life suen in
our lives beforo there can be any blessing claimed
or predicated upon the recoption of the Word of
God. To believo or adhere to truth or doctrine
will never save us unless its effects can bo seen in
our lives; We often meet with persons who believe
the truth and_contend for it carnestly, who would
not sacrifice one Divine principle, and who are
great believers in the power of God's Word to save,
and yet their lives are not very much changed ; they
are not much sweeter in their nature ; they have
about as much irouble with their neighbors ; say
about as many hard things, and their patience is
about as brittle. Thoy claim, if they keep God’s
commandments, they il be saved, forgetting that
keeping tho commandments is to save us or make
us now, and by virtue of our present salvation we
ghall be saved in the future. If, in keeping the
cornmandments, wo do not receive this present sal-
vation or reformation, thero must be some mistake
in the keeping or in the commandments. \We nwst
be sure that what we have is the Word of God, and
that we are really keeping it. There is power in
the truth to reform our lives, if we receivoit in tho
love of it. The Word of God never fails to build
us up whon we receive it with the desire that its
influence should bo felt in our souls. Let it be re-
mombered that unless God’s Word haspower enough
to make us better, to change the bittor in our na-
tures to sweetness, so the fruit of the seed sown
can be scon in a Christian walk, it can never save
us in the future. g
depend, as to its blesaings, or how well it has kept
us. May tho Word of God, unchanged, dWel.l in
us richly in all wisdom, changing us into the like-
ness of Him who liveth and abidoth forever.

H. Mugray.
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OUR MISSION.

In tho Christian Standard of October 25th, Bro.
M. B. Ryan, giving ‘‘ Notes from tho Maritimo
Provinces,” refors to the present writer &8 being on

The keeping of God’s Word will |

s tour among the Churches of Christ in Nova
Scotia in tho intorest of tho Mission work, and then
supplimonts it with, Bro, C. is ono who can suc.
cessfully find his way to s Christion’s pocket-book,
and at the samo lime increnso the man's respect for
him,

Oh, what a flood of light breaks in uponme! I
sco things now as Inever saw them before ; for,
although ongaged on soveral occasions in such work
a8 roferred to no word or look ever suggested to mo
such an idea ; and, if tho above expression had
been written by ono into whose pocket-book I had
found my way it would havo come with a touble
force. 'This helps mo to understand, perhaps, and
to appreciate, ina dedper sense, the magnaniniity
of tho Board in seeking not only its own intorest,
but also mine when insisting on me to undertako
the work. Butt, convinced as I now am, by Bro.
Ryan’s romarks, that such offorts are followed by
increased respect, I will hold in obeyance tho readi-
ness with which I accepted former proposals of the
Board, that others may have a chanco to engage in
the work and sharo with- mo the respect derived
from such efforts.

But it was at our last Annual, when reviewing
tho success attending. the eflorts of tho:past year,
and boholding on‘all sides tho many favorable op-
portunities for us to present in its simplicity ; tho
¢ Faith onco delivored to tho Saints,” and, realiz.
ing an increasing desire on tho part of the brother-
hood to do more in the future for the honor and
glory of God than they had done in the pasi, sug-
gested to the Buard the neceasity of making a more
strenuous effort, not only to hushand "advantages
already goined, and to discharge moro faithfully
present responsibilities, but to meet, if possible,
tho fast growing demands that are being laid upon
us. No one, who is truly interested in tho cause
of Christ, and is ono with us in restoring the hearts
of the people to Primitive Christianity, can view,
weithout feelings of sadness, our broken ranks, and
find missing here, there and jonder, some of tho
old patriarchs—veterans in the cause of Christ—
men and women who have borne the burden and
heat of tho day. Then, there aro others with the
zeal of former yesrs, but they are growing old,
almost past service, only waiting to be summoned
home. And, while we greatly rejoice at seeing 80
many of their sons and daughters filling, as far as
possible, the places thus made vacant; we feel sad
when we think that .there are hundreds who have
never confessed Christ, and around whom we have
been unable in the past to throw such influences a3
would lead them to the Saviour.

Theso and other facts of a kindred nature stood
out 8o prominently before a number of the brethren
and made such an impression on their minds that
they felt constrained to do something that would
give a wider circulation to the * Gospel of the grace
of God.” But how is this to be accomplished was
the all-important question. Each one felt his or
her inability to meot, financially, the necessary ex-
penses of a man devoting his whole time to the
work, when the idea was presented that if a num-
ber of brethren would meot yearly, and cordially
invito all others so disposed, that by counselling
each other, and placing into a common treasury, as
tho Lord had prospered them, a work might be ac-
complished that otherwise would not be done.

When the brethren came thus together, such
questions, naturally, came bgfor& them: Whois to
take chargo of tho money ? Who will assume the
responsibility of disbursing it and give directions
to the evangelist as to when, where, and how long ho
should stay in a given place, and then at tho closo
of Jhe year givo to tho brothron'a full report of,
what had beeri dons? No one man was willing to
undertake all this ; nor were the brethren desirons
that such should be tho case ; 8o that it led to the
appointment of four or fivo,men, not to exercise

senatorial powor ovor the churches, only as execy-



