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BAU;KBuN E.

When you sec a fcllow iiiortal
Without iixed anid fearleas views,
Hîîngiiig on the ski rts of otiiers,
WValking in their cagt-otf scs,
]3owixug Iaw ta wealthl alid favar.,
IViti abject uncovelîel beai],
Ready to retract cir waver,
Williiig to bc du ove or led;
Walk yourself wit, fihiner beairing;
Throw ),our moral sltouldqý-r. back,
Show your spine bas nerve and marrow-
Just the things which his mus~t Iack.

A stronger word
Was; never heard
In sense or tonle
Than tbis, backbone.

Wben you see a politician
Crawling through contracted hales,
Bcggaing for soie fat position.
In the ring or at the polis,
With no sterling matnlîood in him,
INothing staple, broad or sound,
Destitute of pluck or ballast,
]Jauble-sided a)laraund;
Walk yoursclf with firmer bearing,
Throw your moral shoulders back,
Show your spine has nerve and nîarrow-
Just the thing wvhich bis înust lack.

A stronger word
Wua neyer hicard,
In songe or tonle,
Tixan this, back banc.

GRANIDPi'S SCLIOOL.

Altbough Grandpa Brown was nearly scventy ycars of age,
stili hie wus not too, old ta teacli a queer little school for the benefit
of bis grandeldren.

At precisely three o'clock every Saturday aflernoon, grandpa
tinkled h is Jittle handbefl, and in five minutes there were seated in
a row before hM five wideaNvake grandchildren, three girls anid twvo
boys. C

The pupils brought, no books to study, but before takîng their
seats they deposited slips af paper in grandpa's hat, an whieh wvcre
written certain questions that le wvas ta ansvrer. These questions
were upan many subjects the ebîldren might select,but they usually
bad refei ente ta sometbîng beard, seen or read of during the week,
and the children were always an the alert for a puzzling question.
Perhaps a description af the exorcise upon one afternoon may provo
interesting.

As soon as the chikiren were Mil seated, grandpa put on bis
spectacles, took bis bat froin the table, and opening tlie first papier
ho read as follows.

"'Dear Grandpa-The past wcek we have been learning froin
an aid sailor bow to tie the, variaus kinds of knots, suehi as reef
knots, loop knots, figure.cight knots, etc.; now ibis sailor says ho
cari teaehi how to, tic all kinds af knots but the ' Gardian knot."
Can you tell me Nvhat that is and hiow ta tic il ? Fn.&NK.

"lAhi," said grandpa, wlicn lie lied lin isbed reading, '«that is a
liard question, iiidecd ; I could tell y-ou better lxow thie ' Gardian
knot' Nva severed than liow it was ad.

IlTVit will doajust as wcl"rep]icd Vie boy.
"XýVell," said grand pa, I the Gordian knot was madle by a rtistic

king of Phrygia, nanied Gordius. 'I lie card wvas mnade from the
fibrous bark of tbe cornel-tree, anîd the kunot, fastî.ned theC ox yoke
ta the pale of a wagon wbicli King Cordius liad used. Thie kuaot

irovedl sa intricate that no ont ccjuld unitie il, ar even flnd whcre it
began or eilded.

"The oracle hall declaréd that he wh, l4hould untie the knot
should be master of Asia. Alexander the Great wus resting bis

ariniy aller tie battile ini tho'city ai Gorditi, about, the coar 333
before Christ, and hio deterîîinnd ta unitiet, Iis Celel)rajtted kn0t, but
not being suiceos.sful, hoe be*iîune impatient, and strikiîîg wvitil lus
sword ho 'sevcred the huaio with anc b]ow."

IThat is aL good stciry, rr:tntipii," re1)lied Frank ; " the iixt
inue I sec the sîtilor 1 nîns.t, teloit hua ail about it."

The second slip %vas tîîken from ic heat, îuîd the question was
ibis :-

I.Grandpa, is il riglit ta tlîrow statues nt frogýs ?JII
\VhIenl this que4tiai wils rend, Willie and lranik loaked Liîaîîbledl

as thoiigh giiilty, af siteli catucit. Craiîdpa did nal appeau' ta
notice this, but reiiiiarke1 Vit frogsg ivcro quite sensitive ta pain,
and hie t'Io,",t ýlat 11o puipil of luis would bc giity af pelting
froga. IThon tiuriîîg to Flraunk. lic said : ' I wisli you would bring a
froc, ta school ixt ýSaturday, for 1 %vant you ta sec wvhata peculiar
toligue il litls."

"Is it forked liko a, snake's tangue 1" inquired Frank.
No, uny son, but you kuîaw that tie tanguie afi îîîot animiais

lies vith Vteo hp painting- toNvards the lips; inow, the base or lamfe
portion af the frog's tangue is joinod ta the point af tie lower jaw
and the tip p)oinits down tuie tbroat. Sa, wlienever the frog, catches
an inseet, il is quieký, ibrusi back int the tiîroat by the4 tanigue,
and ils fate is .seicd.'

Tie thircl question wvas froin Erîuiiy. It was tlîis:
"Grandpa, can the peopleoan the inoon sec the earth ?"
It is not knioNNn, replie(l grandpa, "ilîothcr the inoon la in-

liabited ; but if so, tie carli niusI present ta Iuein aill the phiages
that the unoon presents to us, only in a reverse order. For instance,
wvhen we have aL newv inoon Iluov have a full uîloon. Ozulv anc side
af Mie ioou is turnoîl tiw'rd uis, therefore tie iinuot'4 inlialuitiiits
uîpon tie other side îiighlt, have to take long journeyaý ta ftke a peep
nt, aur planet, but il wvuId, doubties.a, we'o! rupay therii, for the eai th,
woul look, when fuil, fourteen tiines ais large as aur fulli nîoon."

IWotildn't it ho a grand sigl 1 1 %vish 1 could sc sucli a
largre nloon as thiat," said Eîmîi y.

Maiinie's question Was ini regardl ta eehiies. Shie liad been in
tlhe woods w'it soie ofilier fu'iends Vite day beo»', and! whueu they
shouted theo soiiids wc'ru repeated sauneLiunes in anc sj'llable, ati
allier tinies in two. li r quîestion wVits tii.s:

"I Uni mare thian twvo syilîubles over be boeard ais an eho ?"
Grandpa u'olied that "VMin severai paraliel surfaces are pro-

]ery suitud the echio nuay repeat, baekwvard and forwnard inauy tmues.
For isane ini Virginia lucre is an cli whjcli is said ta return
twenty notes played 01)011 a flute, and i Voouistoek, E ii4,1111di there
is ant wiliih repeats seventeen syli1ables by ,day aidIcuyby
nighit. 'Vlien the exclamation 'hla ' is quîckly anîd sharply spolken,
tbere returns-back a ' li, lia, ha.!

Tie ]ast question w'as< froni Willie. lic ivas a growin(g, hungry
boy, and could nat believe thai persons mighlt su ler xîîare froxuî
thirst than froin hung-er. Hie w~rites:

IlGrandpa, is iiater more imiportant ta lîfe than food ? 1 have
eaten five uneals -iince y esterdl.ay iiorning,", and 1 haven't drank a
drap af wvater; naw Fiun nat thirsty one bit, but I feel that I could
cat two nieals ai anc tiî-nc,"

IlYau may noal]lave drank clear water," replied grandpa, "lfor
twa days, but do yau not take inilk witu evcry meal ? and haven't,
yau eaten apples, mielons, patatoes, aud turnips since j'csterday
nîlorilnig "

.Yes, sir," replied M'iIiie.
«-Weli," said grandpa, "la]! af these things c'untain a great

aniaunt o! water, and that aceautt for your not being tirsty.
ur bodies are camposed mostly af -%'ater, and wvill sufl'er extreinely

if not suppiied in somre inunnel'. Wautr is.so plontiful thai wc dIo
not realize itsw~orth. Eliza Cook %v'eII says:

Traverse lie de.ert, and then you con tell
«What treasuires exist ini tie cold, ileeep well
Sink in id.. p;iir oni the re.d partdil eaiti,
.And then you nîmuy n'cko) %% liat. va is wvor(h.,

God lias mal(le water v.u'y abiuuidaîiil becaus e oknoiws air need ai
it fronî davv to a y. ])id yoiu ever not ice îow' of teu 'vater is spokeut
af lin the bible ? Moses brotigitt, il f'oin a rock, Saniitue! front a *jîîw«-
banc : Etijali, bw i)iI3 o d, broliglit wa'.er frollnthLe cod

Thùî tai)l eb'ck ini the haii iuow 8triek the haou' af four, and,
after gî'nndpa bad icpented hi-, roques s ini regardi ta briniiii the
frog uipn the next Siitirdlay, lie clisnissed his schiool.-Nëiv 'irork
0bsrver.
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