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THE UNION.
i TURTHRE RXPLANATION AND JUSTIFIVATION
OF THE ASSEMBLY'S ACTION,

KW F'litsr BriTisn AaericaN PRESBYIERIAR,

B Drar Sm,—I perceivo that my former
BB oxplsaatory remarks have been misap-
® prohénded, ospecially by one of your
BB corrcspondents. My objeot, at present,
i is not merely. to correot wmisapprehen-
gions -of my remarks, but also, and.
mainly, to show the wisdom of the As-
B sombly’s procedure in romitting to pres-
B byteries and sossions tho basis and ac-
f companying resolutions, and the impoz-
~tance of heving them maturely consid-
ered-and reported on at this juncture.
" Tho three following things will, I
rust, be admitted.
 1st. That the besis and-accompany-
B ing resolutions were not sent down to.
presbyteries and sessions in terms of:
‘tho Barrier Act.  This was repeatedly
-stated:in the Assembly ; besides, thero
ds-no-allusion to the Barrior Act-in the:
remit. Moroover,' the terms of said
Act are ¢ fov the presbyleries’ opinions.
dnd consent ;" whereas the tetms of.the
remit are simply ¢ for mature considera-
g tion.” /
2nd. That the whole union question:
is ond of such mugnitude, and ome
which affects so much thointerests; and
i -even the ‘constitution, of the Church,
that it must be dealt with strictly as the
‘Bertrier Act directs.

 8td, That the Assembly was compe-

@and resolutions down to presbyteries
jand: sessions ini the form which has beexi
adopted: et

In confirmation of this statement,
. permit me to give tho following extracts
. from ¢Thoé praétice of the Freo. Church
-of Scotland,” recently published:—

* Consistently with the principles of
Presbyterian government, allregsonable
means ought to be taken for keoping the
notion of tho Assembly in accordance
with the general mind of the Church ;
, inpsmuch a8 the ministers and ruling
- elders are entitled and called upon to
* judge as to the mind of tlié Great Head
~of the Church.”—Page 95. Further,

“ The General Assembly may rémit any
subject fo presbyteries for their opinion,
apart from the terms of the Barrier Act,
| whén it is not proposed to found any.
legislative change or declaration on the.
" returns."—Page 96.
Now if thesé threo statements be nd-
. mitted, the inferonco is surely logiti-
- mate that “tlic subjéct of union will;
" not'bo before ‘the Assembly in June.”
Thiere is no ground on which it can be
taken up,” Tho Assembly of this yoar.
" will'cértainly not reconsider thie sction
of last Asscmbly. “There will be noth-
ing-submitted, ¢ither by tho synods of
* the sister Churchies, or by tho joint,
committee, to bring the case up.  The
- Assembly will surely not waste its pré-
¢ious tinie in considering retiras upon
"-which “ no legislative action or detlar-
- ation ocan bo founded,” It was in rofer-
ence to this last circumstance I used
the: expression, “‘mny informally re-
ceive the reports in roply to tho remit,”
- —an expression -which I now regret, as
fitted to mislead,
Another inference is that the consum-
ation of the. union may require a con-
. sidersble.fime. If there be not a meot-
ing of Assembly in the fall, the basis
and resolutions cannot bé sent down to
presbyteries and sessions, in {:rms of
. the Barrier Act, before the Assembly of
- 1878. 1 do fecl that one of my state-
ments has been inadvertently porveited
by *Cunctator.” He assumes that I
. eonveyed the iden that ¢ neither the
ordinary course of Church procedure,
" nor the endowment of the colleges was
1o bo. considered o condition of union.”
‘Whereas the.question with mo was not
one of constifutional procedure at all,
. but simply one of time. This is plain
from the words ¢ neither tho time, nor
the endowment oxpected to be made in
the time.” The main design of my.
, articlo was to advoeate deliberate con-
(stitutional procedure. 'This, however,
- cannot defermine the length of_time-
requived ; as the Assembly by meoting
twica ‘or thrico in n year, oan do the.
| work of iwo.or three years:in -ohe, I
am sorty -that ¢ Qunctator” has taken:
offence at my-proposal “to trustin-ono
‘another; and, above, all, to trust in

Iy

tent -and warranted to send.the basis |

| all—calling for answers by ministers and

God's giifanco.” 'This {rust is per-
footly compulible with tho use of our |
own judgmoint. Desides the point to
which the trunt yaferred to was by me
confined was vory narrow, viz.: the de-
tailed arrangements perteining to the
collegos and theologival institutes.

The other point to which I wish to
advert is the importance of having the
union basis and resoluiions maturely
considered and reported on at this
junature,

Ax opinion seems to provail in cor-
tain quarters that tho Assembly's action
in.reference to union is not approved by
the Chureh in general, Indeed some
go 8o for.as-to say that the prosbyterios !
will-very generally repudiate snid action. !
Nowthis must have an anjurious infiu- |
-enoe-cn tho deliberations of the synods |
of tho sister Churches, It must also
weakon the hands of our members of
the Joint Committee. It.may even sus.
end the exortions of our people to en-
ow: our colleges; as the endowment
and-union schemes hiave become hope-
lopsly miixed up in peoople’s minds,
-although tlie endowment would, no
doubt, have been attempted oven had
imion not been conteniplated. If the
presbyteries were to express. their gene-
ral approval of the Assembly’s action,
& greéat point would bLe gained. This
would not, in tho slightest degree, ob-
viate' the nocessity of sending tho whole
matter down in terms of -the Barrier
Act. It would confirm the Assembly's
‘aotion without giving it the leyalsanction
whioh the Barrier Aet plainly aund im-
-poratively requires.

These are merely my own private
‘opinions, stated with all candor, tnd
‘without, in the slightest degree, reflect-
‘ing.on tho judgment or Christian feel.
ings of my brothren. T do not profess
t¢ 8peak for any party, great or smnll,
ix;)(li"tb have any ¢ following,” young or
o

.
Yours, &e., _
Aviquig.

THE STATE OF RELIGION IN THE.
’ CHURCH.

Aa

. Mr. Eptron,—It is pleasing to sce
varicas topics introduced for remark or
discussion in your highly interesting
and, what I trnst will prove, valuable
paper. Will you allow mo a corner for
some plain observations in reference to
a subject which from its both intrinsic
and relative importanco ought to hold 4
‘chief place in a religious Periodical—I-
‘mean the atate of religion in our church,
It is well known that the Assemby has
appointed a-committee to attend to that
vital'matter and that' that committeo
‘hds igsued certain' questions—fifteon in

sossions with. the view of forming an.
annusl record of spiritual statistics, with
the view,. it is' presumed, of ‘stimulating-

this highly important matter. This
-seems rensonable enough-—provided it
«can be satisfactorily and truthfully done,
Thereare,however,formidable difficulties
‘inthoway towardsobtaining o full récord,
and perhaps somo most anxious about
the promotion of vital religion, and who
are doing théir utmost in the use of
‘means to -promote it, may be among
the defaulters in' replying to said ques-
tioms. Farbe il from us, however, to
say one. word against sending in the
required replies, The queries axepoint-
ed and pracitical:and. well fitted to rouse
ministers and clders.to a:sonse of duty
in reference to -the spiritual welfare of
the.Church. The:object of the present
remarks is, to point special attention to
thelast of the questions referred to, as
in our opinton the great questcon requir-
ing an answer—we may even say the
grunt question of the day. W mean.
the one referring to the best:mode of.
promotingreligion; orthe spiritual pros.
perity of tho-church. Itscems strange
that amidst all that was said, first in
Synod.and then at the first Assembly,
from the timo of the oxcitement at.Galt
onward, the 16th:-query has mevor been
formally put till now. The discussions

mally took the form of a statement of
facts, without. any practical application.
.in-the way. of drawing lessons from tho
facts stated. Now:it appears.to us, that:
such-facts as were narrated are:most in-
structive.  For example -anything of
‘real-revival: shows -the.readiness of God
to-grant his grace, thus he wails.to be
igracious and. téaches -us-that if othors
would be similarly favounzed thoy must:

to greater zeal and offort in regard to|

-or conversations, we might say unifor- |

vaswwem o

e p—rt,

ns the apponicd monns of bringing
down the divine blessings., These re-
vivals, then, ought to have had a stimn
Inting offcct on the whole chureh in
oxoiting o mere earnest and importu.
nate prayer, Bub, passing this, the
question. hing been at last formally put,
How may vital religion bo most eficctu-
ally promoted ? and bettor late than

!

never. Jt-scoms to have beon too much | firat principies most surely beliovedi

takon for granted that as a church we
hiave been doing all that could be done
to promoto rovivals, and hero there has
heen merely a call for fruit. This may !
ba proper enough but theroe isaprevious |
question. Havo iinisters and elders |
been doing all that could be done m the |
shapo of spiritual ocultivation? As la-|
bourers in the vineyard have they been
dnily digging about and. manuring the |
fig trees? With an evangelical creed,

and the Gospel moro or less regularly

preached, combined with Jabours among

the young by means hoth of Bible classes

and Sabbath Schools, the general feel-
‘ing has been—what more can be done ?

wo have reached the highest point of

offort—ive must wait petiently for the

divino Dblossing. That «ll success de-

depends on God. is doubtless a great.
truth, Butis it so that we have been

doing all wo can? Is there not such a
thing ag porforming tho operation of

rowing, plying the oars with all regular-

ity and apparent vigor agninst a head

current while'wo make no progress but

perhaps fall rather thanadvance ? True

it is that in advancing Christ's canse

we bave offen wind and tide against ug

which force we do not duly estimate and

hence are exceedingly. apt to ba satis-

fied with the meére routine of Clristian

effort instead of in hamble dependenco

on promised grace, throwing more en-

ergy intoé our .efforts. and going farther

to meet the enemy; as Dawid did the

“Philistine, in the strength of the Lord.

There is renson. to fear that in some

instances at least—to state the ease as

‘mildly as possible—the doctrine of divine

sovareignty has been abused by cherigh-

ing the thought that we have done all

we.can, andhave hengegettled downinto

8 spedies of spiritual so mambulism

waiting, what sotme are plensed to eall,

God's time. That we aré to -vait on

God is dcubtless o great Bible+cuth but

wo may, and.alag, often do wait in in-

dolence and unbelief. While there is

undoubted sovereignty in all God's pro-

vedences it 18 not less true thathe works:
according to.certain principles and has

clearly and distinetly laid down these:
principles in his word for our instruction

and guidance. The question then still’
comes up—hava we as ministers, el¢ :rs

or members of the chnrch, availed our-

sclves of these principles for the purpose

vitalizing the church and forwarding the-
work of the Lord? DBut as these re-
marks are sufficiently extended for the-
present, the principles refetred to and

their application will, with your leave,
be considered in a futuro article.

INDIVIDUAL GIVING.

Editor Brrrisn AMERIcAN PRESBYTERLAN,
 Smm;—Yon must not tell:some.Pres-
byterians that this letter is about Chriss
tian giving or they will not read it. Do
not let them know that my text is in.
dividual giving and frequent giving to
- the Gospel cause or they will perhapssay,
“tAye nlivays on-the money, always give,
give.” Asfor your readers generally, and
our noany whole-hearted. Presbyterians,.
the thinking, feeling members and adher-
ents of our Church, I ask-their patience
and their thought. Allow me to begin
a long Way off to catéh ‘those who are
not fond of the themeo.

What a light thing s a flake of snoy!
How soft and' pretty, s very child loves
to seo it coming down, laughs to see it
fall on his upturned face, it falls so
gently. And yeot these very flakes of
-snow will cover-the wholo face of nature,
and-form an cmbankment that defies
the mighty steam horso on his smooth
Jdron rond. Ho puffs and pants and
comes to a-dead stand and all owing to
the snow flakes. How's that? Why
there were so-many. It is pleasant to
look wp and ses how thickly thoe flakes
.come, and. so continuous, they fall and
fall and.fall, then the. wind gathers thom
-into & heap forming a power, & regulur
‘baricade. Nowwhat'is wantedin Chris-
tian giving is«all giving, and giving of-
-ten, many givers and many gifts. 1t is
2ot .nocessary.to prove. to. the Christian.
that.itis a d:-ty 10;give to the cause of:

give as God has prowperod hita  that it | FXPRESET

ts his privilegoto give notgrudgingly but
cheorfully -that the Lord luveth such a
giver, It is surely not ncoessary to
stato that this privilego belongs to every
individual Cliriatiun — cacl metnberench
adherent of the Chaych. It is my birth
right, and who would sell it for a mess
of pottage! Taking theso nsgronted,

smong us, I would offer o few remarks
m regord to individual givaing to the
eause of Christ,

You are awnro of the old practice of
each member of the family getting »
collection for the meeting on Sabbath—-
parcnts would sec to it on Saturday
that their was change in tho house, I
say nothing of the amount given, but
tho practice of each giving. That was a
right practice. It isalso well knownthat
the prevailing practice exists of the head
of thegivingone subseription say for sti-
pond for the farmly. Thisonesubsenption
covers ull the mivmbers and sdherents
of the houschold. ‘This practice I ob-
ject to. I.hold that every one ought to
be & gaver. It may be said tho father
earns the money. Is the wife's worl in
the house not worth anything ? Is the
son in tho field, the daughter at the
wash-tub or churn not worthy of
wages ? The father does not make all
.tho income, and if he had to hire men
‘andrwomen to do their work he would
find that to his cost. Perhaps he
grants this and pays for all hands in
hig subseription. Then I say why not
give each his share and let onch appear
on the subscription list as & giver? It
is the duty and privilege of each ; why
not in this as in the collection on Sab-
bath ? Certain am ILif this plan wero
adopted there-would bo more money in
the Lord's treasury. Will & Christian
object to this personal giving because he
wotld have.to give.more-money ? Docs
ho feel that ho gets off. cheaper in the
present mode—Ilooks doing very well,
and. therefore prefers it ? Where does
such & man keep his conecionce ?
Where is his Christion liberality ?
Allow ma to give you a.chse. that.came
under my observation without giving
Mr. T. gave $10 o year towards stipend
“for himself and family. Ho was a'well-
to-do farmei. In his family were five
members, two working sons, adberents,
beside childrén. Divide the $10 among
the members, not to speak of the ad:
herents, and you have $2 each. A
hired man on tho neéxt farm paid-$4 and
and the hired girl $3. Would' yoi: not
come to the conclusion to which I éame
when I found he was dead ngainst indi-
vidual giving, that ho looked better on
the'list under the $10—that individually
they would look small at $2 beside a
hired man 84 and o hired gir] $8. Put
down tho names of the young friends.
and let them-know it, and feel that they
 have an interest in the concern,” lile
the little London boy who ‘had -given o

‘petiny to -the Missionary Society. 1t

will prove a blessing to those who give
ns well as to those who receive. I be-
lieve there is a want of thought on such
matters. Talking with a farmoer on the
possibility of the sipport of a minister.
in & station in his-locality, I asked him
* how much he considered would bo a
fair amount for-cach member to give an-
nually? Ho said $4 each. TWell, T
-said, you have 50 miombers, not to

speak of adherents, and you do not'sée’

how you can raise $120 annually, tho

sum required—why 50 by 4 gives $200. |

-Ho was surprised. But, said I, remem-
‘ber how it stands with yourself : You
-have five members, beside:adherents; in
your family—-$4 per member, equal to
320 per -annum. Ho Jooked strange,
but could not answer: He and his
“family had. a 800-nere farm, which they
-worked without hired belp, and he had:
been in.tho habit.of giving $5 a year for
all hands. Swrely that man had not
-theught of such things before—or if he
did, alas for his religion.

So much for individual giving; with
‘your leave, & little-on frequent giving in
your nest, from

Yours truly,
Ins.
A HINT FOR STUDENTS.

Bofore attending the Hebrew exami.
.nation at college T tried fo got into the
professor's mind--I fried to ba both

-student and professor. I then drew
-out questions and answered them ; and

you may imagins-how glad I was when:

Afound- thet I succeeded so woll. I
;answered, iy own room, overy
-question the professor put before meo
soxcopt-two. His questions wero put.in

pra different form. from mine; but the
-substance of his and mine were tho,
Lot stidents try.this. simplo

.senme. |

givo themselves t0 moro earncst prayer

Chirist, that it is his individual duty to

-method, and thoy will seldomn.fail in;

“their public examinations.—Cox,

MNo. 8

VENESS oF THi TRISH

' LANGUAQE

{ { Irrom Carietun & draus and Stores of the
Irush Peusantry. )

| There is no eountry in which the
' phirases of goodwill and aflection are so
| strong as in lreland. Tho Irish lan-
guago actunlly flows with wilk and
onoy of Iovo and friendship., Sweet
aud palatable is it to the cther ¢ x, aud
smeotly ean Paddy, with hi» deluding
ways, administer it to them irom the
top of his 1millifluons tongue, as a dove
feeds hor young, or as a kind mother
her babe, shaping with her own protty
mouth every morsel of the delicate viand
before 3t goes into that of the infant.
In this manner does Paddy, seated be-
{ hind o ditol, of n bnight Sunday, when
| ho ought to Do at muss, feed up some
innocent girl, pot with * false musie,”
but with sweet words, for notling riore
musical or melting thun s hrogue over
dissolved a female hieart. 1ndeed, it is
of tho-danger to be apprehinded from
the melody of his voice, that the admir-
able and approprinte proverb spenks;
for when he addresses his sweethoart,
under circumstanees that justity suspi-
cion, it is generally swmd—* Paddy’s
feodin’ her up wid false mnsie.”

What language has n phrase equal in
‘beauty to cushla my chree~ pulsa of niy
heart?  Can it be paralleled m the whole
rango of all that are, ever were, or ever
will be spoken, for mmusic, sweetness,
and & koowledgo of anatomy» If Paddy
1s uprivalled at swearing, he fanrly throws
the world behind Inm at the bLlarney.
In profossing friendship, and making
love, give him hut n taste of the native,
and ho 18 a walking loney-comb, that
overy woman who sces him wishes to
have a lick at. and Heaven knows, that
frequently, at all times, and in al places,
does he gethimself licked on theiraccount.

Another expression of peculinr force
is vick machrec—or, son of my heart.
This is not_only clegant, but a*ection-
ate, beyond almost any other phrase
except the foregoing. 1t is, in a sense,
somewhat different from that in which
L the. ‘philosophiical poet hes used it, a
beautiful comment upon the sentiment
ofi¢s the child’s tho father of the man,”
uttered by the great, we might almost
say, the glorious Wordswortf.

Wo have seen many a-voutl, on moro
‘ocensions than one, standing in pr: found
afiliction. over the dead body of -his aged
father, exclaiming, ¢ Adur, vick nachree,
vick machree—wwml thu marra wo'bm?
Wil thu marra wo'bm ?''—* Fathér; son
-of my heart, son of my hoart, art.thou
dead from.me; art thou dead from:me 9"
.An expression, we think, under any cir.
ccuinstances, not to be surpassed in the
intenstty of domestic affection which. it
expresses ; but under those aliuued to,
.we consider it altogether elevated.in ex-
qusite and poetic beauty above the most
powerful symbols of Oriental iicagery.

A third phrase peculiar to love and
affection, is ** Aamm asthee,” oz, ** My
soul's within you." Every persvn. ac-
quainted with languages knows how
much an idiom sufiers by a literal rans-
lation. How benutiful, then, how tender
and:powerful, must those short expres-
sions be, uttered, too, with & fervour- of
.munner.peculiar to-a deeply fecling peo-
.ple, when, even after a literal trapsla.
tion, they carry so much of their tender-
xness and energy.into a lunguage wliose
genius 18 cold when compared to-the
-glowing beauty-of the Insh,

Maovurneen Dheelish, too, is only a
short »phrase, but, coming warm and
mellowed from Paddy’s lips into the ear
of: his colleen dhas, it is a perfect spell-—
a sweet murmur,. to which the lens su-
surrus of the Hybla bees is, with all their
honey, jarring discord. How tamo is
-+ My sweet darling,” .its literal transla-
‘tion, compared to its soft and-lulling
intonations. There is o dissolving,
.eptrancing, beguiling, dduding, fat-
tering, msinuatiug, cofxing, winning,
inveigling, roguish, palaverhig, como-
overing, comedhe:ing, consenting, blar-
neying, killing, wilhng, chaam in :it,
worth all the philtres that ever the grosa
knavery of a withered alchymist 1nposed
upon the credulity of those who inhabit
the other nations of the eartli—for we
never cead that those shrivelled philtre-
-mongérs ever . proposed in Irelund.

Nvu, no, let addy alune. If ho lintes
antensely and effectually, ha loves in-
tensely, comprehensivaly, and guliuntly.
To love with power is-a proof of a-laxge
squly and to hato well 15, wccording to
the great moralist, a thing in 1tself to
|bo beloved. Ireland 1y, therofore,
‘through all its sects, partics.and reli-
gious, an amicablomation,  Thonrufleo-
tions are, indeed so vivid, that the seru.
plo-uot sometimes to kil each other with
-kindness ; but we hope that the inarch
of.lave and friendship'will not only. keep
;pwoe with, but outstrip. the march of
mtellect,.




