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MB. BLAKEB KOHBH RULS BESOLU-

‘Wo do not agree with thoss who declare
that Mr, Blake has no heard In the resolu.
tion that he has moved, any more than with
the amertion that Mr, Oostigan has become
faithless to the oauss of oonstitutlonal free-
dom for Ireland. We are palnfully aware
that our public men, asa rale, are but teo
roady to adept any sort of cry, or tske any
manner of step, to achiove a party gala ;
but we do not Lellovo that Afe, Blake's
motive In moving a resolution endoreing tha
principle enunciated In Mr, QGladstons’s
Bl with respecs to Irelend, was Inaincere,
Weo murs before attempting a oritisism of
his a0t remember that the Premler of Greas
Britain bas siked tho Empireat large for an
oxpresticn of oplnion upon this “poins.
This iz the justificstion for the motlon
made in Parlismeants the fact thas Ar.
Blake is himsslfan Irishman Istheproof that
his heart as much a3 his hosd i3 oconocern-
edin the resolution, Moreover s man with
the views upon oonstitutienal liberty held
by M, Blake, and advooated with suon nas-
mngaats eloguenos by his father, s not lke-
Iy after baing Invitsd to participats to
thand muto when any portion of humanity
s engaged in a struggle for liberty. Thae
Parliament ¢f Canada {y the fitting place
whencs an opinfon of the propossd Imperial
Tegisiaticn should go forth; and 2ince the
change propmsed by tho Britlsh premier
affeots ¢bo emplre, It is proper that from
any portion of that ompire aritiolsm or
opinion mpon tho changs propesed should
somo.

It will bs romembered that in 1882 Mr,
Costigan moved a series of resslutions in
much the samo atraln ax that prosented by
Mr. Biake, Bat Mr, Coatigan went farther
$han the leader of the Opposition, He A1
not canteat himselt with peinting out how
sacoarsfal provinclal Govsroment under a
ocentral anthority had proven in the
Dominlon of Canada ; but the Houxo of
Commons was made to exprecs tho whh
that tho Home Governinsng might deal len-
fontly with persons then in prison for polit-
Ical offenscs, With o pertion of Mr. Costl.

gau's resolutions no falr minded man would | BTCHS

oonsolentionaly dlsagros ; but wo think It
was golng too {far when wo uadertook to
advlso the Imperial Guvernment as $o how
it onght to deal with peraxzs who had
broken tto laws, The Colonial Sscrefary
ross to the {all hefght of his stature, and
gave us a chill and haughty wub, He
pointad out that when Her M. jesty deslred
advioco npon matiers ooming under her im.
mediato jurisdiotion she would seck couniel
of her properly oconstituted advisers, Tto
London Times foucd an opportunity to bo-
ooms izas'eat, and male tho most ofits
chaico, Bat Mr, Hentingdon, who happeas
od tobeat icndonat the timo, wrols a lat-
tor wkich cut the ground very ocemplotely
from undor tho feot of the Times,

However, when Mr, Blako Introdw.ed hlé
resolution tho othor day, the Hon, Mr, Cos-
tigan bogged bim to withdraw it, polating

out that If 1t wont through in its proteny
form it must bo on ¢ divialon” which would
bo unfortunate for the object that the mover
bad In view, The follewing is the toxt of the
resolotion moved by Mr, Blake.—* That a
bumble address bo presented to Hor Msjos-
ty to xerpectfully aasurs Her Msjosty that
theintercat and concern folt by the Com-
mons of Canada and the people whom they
roprogent, in the oondition of Ireland, and

doilro that soms asans may bo found of

mtoking the exproszed wishesof so many of
Hor Majeaty's Irlsh subjocts for the grant.
Ing to Ireland of a measure of local self-gov-
emment, still continus as warmand earnest
as in the year 1832, when.they wore hum
bly signified to Hor Msjeaty by an addrers,
to the torms of which this Hoase affirms its
ablding adheslon, humbly to Inform Her
Majosty that this Honse hails with joy tho
cabmission by Her Msjosty’a Government
to the Parllament of the United Kingdom,
of a meayuro recogunizing the principlo of
local self govcroment for Ireland, and hum.
bly to express to Her Majesty the earncst
hops of this House thas tho principle of the
oald measaro may be affirmed, and thatit
may form o basis for, such a rottlement of
this great questlon as dhall conduos to the
pa&oe, happinsas, and prosfrity of tho Em-
plro,” The spirit of this resolatlon is well
enoagh ; but thers isalsok of tact shown
in its construction, as there Iz In 20 many
cf Mir, Blake's speeches, Ths resolution
has an oxtra judiclal appsarance about it,
which feature wonld not have been visible
had e, Blake said, that ¢In viow of the
sucaesa of the prinoiple of local government
a3 applied In our confederated colonies, and
thoe invitation for an expresmsion of opinfon
by the British Premier, the Parliameut of
Canada ventured to offer suck and such
prayers and suggesticna ;™ and soon,
Inazmuck as thess rosolations aro giving
rizo to a conzlderable dsal of comment ws
make no apodgy for reproducing tho sob-
stituts rosvlntion moved by the Hon, the
Minlster of Inland Rsvenue, It iz as fol.
fown:
¢* The Commons of Caxnada_deairo to ox-
thelr doep and abidiog intsrest in the
sperity and happlooss of thelr follow sab-
sots {n lreland and thelr adheslon to ths
sentiment ed In ths joint addrexs to
Har Majoaty ofboth Housos of the Cana.
dlan Parllament passed in the zosalon of
1852 Thas in such sddreea tho Parlismont
suggested that Canada and her inhabitanta
had prog;rad exooodingly under s Federal
owing to each Previncs ol the
aminlon contlderable powors of sslf-gov.
ernmeat and ex a hopa that 1f consls-
teat with the integrity and well belng of
the Emplro, nnd If:thorights and status of
tho minority aro “protectsd and sacured,
suremeana may be found of maotm§ the
ol gy oo T
“ch"gt in snswertothe mald addrem the
then Sxcretary of State for the Coloales was
St Rty
P::“t&gmt of Canada on all matters relatin
tothe Dominion and the sdmislstration
1ts affalre, but with %o the questions
raferred $0 in the ad , Hor Majesty
will, 1o accordance with the ocnstitution of

thiy oonntry, have regard to tho advice of

the Imperial Parliament and Ministors to
whom all matters relating to the afialrs of
th“& United Kingdom exclaslvely apper-

¢ That the House, having referenco to the
tenor of tho sald anawer, does not deom it
expedlent again to addross Her Msjoaty on
thosubject, but earneatly hopes tha%tush
meumﬂ:f suoh measures, may bo adopted

by ths Imperlal Parliament as will, while
prese the fntegeity and woll-being of
the Empire and tho righte and status of

the minority, be eatlafaotory fothe Eeople
of Ireland and permanently remove tho dls-
oonteut 80 long unhapplly provalling in that
ctmntry.,"

We regret that tho substitnted motion
should have taken this non-commital form;
but we belleve {4 was dictated by a misap-
prohenslon of the situation, Mr Costigan
would scem to fear that if he allowed Mr,
Blake's motlon, In splirit, to pass, the
Colonial Offico would oncs moro
tender a rebuke; but it is nit at all
1lkely that the Colonlal Offico would bave
dons anything of tho kind. Thke case now
is quito different frem thecaso of 1852, At
that timo thero was no such bill as thogra-
sont one before the House § thero was no le-
glalatlcn of any X.ad Intended totouch the
constitution befcra it ; and tie idea of af-
fect'ng such leglslation had not entered into
the hiead of any Brit'sh statesman., Bat
now thoio Is a bill alming to change the
oonstitation, beforo the House; tho bill
provides a fcrm of local Governmint great-
er than that conforred upon ono of our Pro-
vinoes, and loss than that given to tho Do-
minjcn, Jtls purely au expitriment. No
man knowa how it may suoceed ; awd Mr.
Gladstone appeals to mon .n all parts of the
cmpire to give thor opinton upon.t. Ve
may bo sara that he appeals especial’; to
us who bave lived and thriven onder a sys.
tom somewhat resembling that which ke
proposes to give to Iroland,

Therefore an oxpresaion of opinlon square-
1y upon tbo valao of the measuro betera tho
Irpoerial Commcens, by our Canadlan Legls-
Iature, wonld bo timely and proper ; snd
not at all resembling the act of tho Parlia-
wment in 1352,

S———

The closIng claugo in Mr. Costigan's reso-
Iution 1t will be porosived is non-commitsal,
This may bo duo to more than cns cause,
It myy bo that Mr, Costigan foresons that
the progtammo ¢f Mz, Gladstono isanut.
terly impraoticable onse ; a3 we really bellevo
1t to bo. It may be that’it seemsavplaln to
bh.m as it does to us that thore should de
*¢ np taxation without representation ;7 and
that o achemo which violates tho prims
axjom of responslble governmint oannot bo
produotivo of harmony. The measuro in.
soduced Ly Mr. Gladstons is quitoa dif
ferent one fre¢m thav proposod by Mr, Costl-
ginj and it may bs that an ablding falth in
%he meritsof his own proposalsnow withhels
hly tonguo from approving s scheme that
has {a its vory vitals tho zoods of disaster.

proval on the grouands which Me. Coatlgan
citeain hismotion. Ila a technloal sonso the
excontive adopted agood way to get rid of
tho Blake resolution ; but when tho matter
Is looked Into from another stand polnt
tho complexion of thelr oase is altered ; and
tho change iy not for tho better,

Of conrso {t was out of the question that
the Canadlan Parlinment should enter into
a dlscuuion of the morits of Mr, Gladstono's
sohomo; and if thoy belleved that It was
not a good one, thoy took a wiso course in
introduclng their non.committal resolution,

It {s trao that minfsters havo always to glve
way to thelr chlef ; and this no doubt is tho
reason why tho fomilizod stuff about ¢the
righta and status of tho minority "’ is allow
od tocrosp onco ag in Into tho phraseolozy.

Of course ths *“rights ' of the minority will

be prezerved ; but what an oarth Is meant

*y that word “ status " We supposs that
whatever olouded braln suggestsd ft—wo
aro quito coertaln that Mr. Costigan nsver
putit thore—had tho word priviloges in

his mind, But a privilego is olther a
rightoran urjustifiabloassamption ;—where-
fore then drag It into & thrico watered ex
pression of opinfon liko this? Even the
stupideit gentfeman sitting in tho Ostawa
Cablnet knows that by Mr, Gladstone's
gcheme the Impsrial Governmont roserves
the right of voto; and that no moasure
trampling spon the rights, ¢r abrogating
theprivileges or the ¢‘atatus” of theminority,
would bo allowed topsss. BHow ridiculcus _
then do we not seem in showingauch cantion
and anxlety In onr little colorless Canadiag
resolution, Our opinion Is that if yon want .
to make a Canadlan statesman ihboroughly A
usoless, and agenuize fois'l, give him a title, Tt
and cover his breast with a few atars and
ribbons, He will fint beoome: aver loyal,
and in thiscansssay and do a number of
childish things ; then tho loyalty will settlo
upon bis braln and wake him stupld and
ridionlons at the game timo,

Oa the whole, tho resolution £ Mr, Blake,
afirming as it dces the ¢ principls” Iai.
downin My, Gladstons’s motlon, istho bettor
one of tho two, The goveramsnt’s resoln-
tion willhave no cffeot in Imporial quartors;
AMr, Blake's resolation world havestrength
encd tho honds of Mr, Gladatone, Whethor
such strengthening would bave tcon for
g092d or ovil, let time deocldo,
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FEDERATING THE EMPIRE. '

Wo have soveral falrly olover men iIn
publio lifo in thiscountry, and wo havoa
numbar of vory foolish ones, By ¢ {oollah
ones” wo moan thoro men who are Iguor.
sxt of thoro ovonta in past history which
bave leszons for the futuro; thoto who do
not study quostions '
rely vpsn the jodemédy
of othom, It may bRt TLiN olass of
tako £he catolrlonnof 6thars for thoiolil

beosusoe thoy Iack compréhexzion il

£

1t this bo the ceso we consider the wording
of tho resolution to be extremely jadl-
clous ; oo tho other hani if the Governmost
bolleve that Mr, Gladstone’s ohart i3 & grd

one thoy haveno excuss for withholding ap-

tho problems arlsing, IC Ehing

como undor the - oty £c5 S '
Now men who will at i .




