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THE CRITIC.

Social Subjects.

Persons who, on arriving in Cansds from Great Britain,
havo not succcoded in pluying the part of British somebodys,
aro advised to change the rols, and try if the part of British no-
bodys will not prove more efiectual,

Wo cannot pretond to admiro the spectacle of a wealthy
publio officer, who thinks it to maintain the style to which woulth,
if it choose, is entitled—we cannot admire the spectacle of such an
ono allowing his nophows to run about the guol, and be kept in
that institution, at the expense of the citizens at arge.

Untit a Register Office is c¢stablished, wherein remarkable
cases of cure, by surgical or other means, can be recorded, we
intend to devote a portion of this journal to that purpose. When
permission to give the name and address of the person cured can
be obtained, such particulars will be pubhshed ; the communny
will by such means become better informed, if the doctors will not.

A case of abscess of the liver, and cancer of the stomach
known to us, has lately been cured by homaopathic treatment,
the particulars of which can be known, by applying to the Editor.

THE QUESTION OF CIVIC COMMISSIONERS rersus
UNPALID OFFICERS.

The question of mumcipal government and the necessity for
a maore thorough system, under which economy would be possible
and political jobbery neat to impossible, is daily pressing itself on
the inore far secing of our citizens.  No doubt during the past few
years a change for the better has been observed in the character
and capabilities of the men chosen to fill the position of mayor
and aldermen respectuively; but this brief experience should not

“lult the pubhe into a fecling of false security, for even now we
cannot help observing the seeking after prominence or party,
which chamcterizes many of vur civic representatives. It woald
be instructive to analyze the motives which prompt citizens to seck
the positionz which municipal government has to offer them. In
some cases it ts the innate thinst for prominence, the taking the
* highest seat,” notwithstanding the lack of the “ wedding gar-
ment ” of intelhgence.  In fact, it scems that, the more incapable
a man is the more he frets and fumes to spend his idle hours on
the stage of the civic council chamber. Others scek the honor
for the sake of advancing some scheme in which they are
financially or politically interested. In the estimate of this, we
must be carcful not to be unjust; for some may and do foster
schemes which though of personal benefit, are at the same time
of great public utihity, and even if suggested by a man's private
interest, it worked out for the benefit of the citizens generally, we
must conu.de to such an one, credit for public work fanhfully
accomplished.

A serics of inaidents which sustain the position we take as to
the ealibre of the men usually sent to our Council, 1s that which
immediately follows the Janoay elections.  Finst, the selection of
Railway Duectors to represent city snterests, s wade, and a

struggle cnsues for the the *1at things " 10 be distributed.  Next
comes the choice of commutiees, and here the political or financial
schemes has an open ficdd for the eaeraise ¢f his powers, the
reproaty tafisg which transpices produces the desired results,
and civic matters arc once more, scttied for another year to be
under the care of men, whose motto usually is “ Each for humself,
and * party’ for us 2U."

The annual change of chairmen and mesbers of committees
is of itself an evil, for the work has only just been got to go
smoothly, when the election takes place, and matters are consigned
to fresh hands, to be put through the usual routine once more.
Still the work of the city goes on, more by its own force than by
the ability of our aldermen, and we find that the real workers are
the paid officials, men vho have been years in the city's employ,
and wheo, in additicn to the discharge of their legitimate duty,
have to post the aldermen with suggestions as to what ought to be
done.  These suggestions are thrown out in the council by some
aty father, who gets the credit for originality; they are transmitted
to the proper committee, reported back to the council, and
ordered to be carried out by the man who was the original mover
in the matter.

A single year's service in the council can hardly be supposed
to qualify a novice to be the best director possible for city works
and mmprovements. Such 1s an outsider's view of the present
state of affarrs. Let us look briefly at the other side of the
question now befose us. A remedy for some of the evils of
our civic management, is suggested by the employment of
ctficient commissioners  In 1874, this plan was adopted in
Washington, when three commissioners were appointed by the
President, with the consent of the Senate. Such a plan would,
we think be found to work successfully here , competent men for
cach department are engaged at such 2 salary as to place them
above temptation, and ensure a degree of ability which cannot be
found among ostensibly honorary workers. Commissioners are

. responsible for the proper carrying out of all works and improve-

ments, and report progress to the mayor, who needs to be a

© ctizen disinguished for his ** tegrity and intelligence,” not the

nominec of some political party.  Tiue economy would be main-
tained mstead of frttening away money on continual repairs, if the
plan of securing comnmnssioners were adopted ; our money would
then be expended in such a way as effectually 1o promote the
growth and development of our noble city.

Unbelievers in Revealed religion are invited to present their
objections in the form of questions ; such enquiries {subject to
the judgmeny of the Editory will receive a reply so soon as it
may be convenient to give one.

1 bere are certain vnrecorded rules of propriety which obtain
i ovihized commumues, and which no representative of such

communitics would think of transgressing ; it so happens that the

firt enquiry which has reached us, in response to the above invi-
tation, is presented in violation of those rules ; it 18 therefore
relegated to a pusition in which it can be scen privately, it anyone
desire to see i, but ot will not be publishud.

@lorrespondence,

The culumns o TRE CRITIC ave apen (o a free expression of opinion, but the
Fditor dors not hold himsely” responsible fur the sentimente of his Correse
pemudente

PRISUN LABOUR.

Tu the Editor of Ty Criric.

Drar Rir,—With the legal (or illegal) aspoct of the course pur-
sued Ly the Government of this Province, 1w adopting moasures to
appropniate for public uses, the property of the late Adam Morcer, I
mﬁ uot, at tlus comparatively remote date interfere, but on the con-
trary, 1 beg leave to offer a few observations on the subject of the
relation the labour of the Mercor Roformatory occupies to that of
workwomen outside a Prison. The labuur of the nmates of the
Reformatary 16 brought into direct competstion with female labour
outmde.  Shirts are sud to be wade m this establishinent at the
ridiculous price of 6V cis. per dozen. Can the promoters of this nsti
tution hape for the welfare of our numerous female population, who
are steuggling aganst the possibibty of poverty. handicapped as they
are, by the pnison lavour of the Mercer Institute i This institution
may be clagued x3sclf-supporhing in more than tho sense that the Mercer
famuly x 1t as A penalty for the neglect of their ancestor. It is but
too evident to the commonest undorstanding thst if femalo labour out-
alde the walls of tlus Reformatory 1 called on to competo with the



