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of sickand wounded admitted to hospital
was 95,348: yet on the eve of the battle
there were only 5,000 8ick in hospital, the
vast majority of the 95000 having re-
turned to duty.

In 1812 a corps oalled the Royal Waggon
Corps was organized, specin]l waggons
with springa being constructed for the
conveyance of sick and wounded. This
corps was disbandedin 183:3.

In 1854. on the outbreak of the Crimean
war, the Hospital Conveyance Corps was
called into existence. That it was not a
success was chiefly owing to the total
want of special training of the wen fir
their duties, and because the medical o -
ficers had no authority over the men.

It was followed by the Land Tranaport
Corps. This corps slso came to grief be-
cause there wasno cohesion or organiza-
tion which would work, and becsuse it
fulfillad but one fuiction required of it,
viz., the conveyance of the wounded.
The important dnties of attending to
wounded on the fielland in hospital were
not provided for. In consequence of all
these failures the first Medical Staff Corps
wasorganized in 1855. It consisted of
nine companies of seventy-eight men
each, “tobe employed in any way that
may be required io the performavce of
hospital duties.” There were scarcely
any military features in this corps, and
it also collapsed in about three months.
The chief cause of failure was the doubt-
ful and anomalous relations of the medi-
cal officers to the combatant authorities.
The medical officer had no military
authority, hence no power of enforecing
discipline.

On September 15th of the same year,
this corps gave place to the Army Hos-
pital Corps, which possessed full military
organization. The ruks were chiefly re-
cruited by transfer from the combatant
ravks of men of goul character. Each
man spent three months ot probation inn
military hospital before being finally en-
rolled in the corps. It was under the
command of captains and lieutenauts, of
otderlies and quarter-masters.

THE LANCET

Ia 1838 & Royal Commission, under the
presidency of Right Hon. Siduney Herbert,
brought in a report which remodetled the
department and cstablished the army
medical rchool. .

In 1873 Mr., Cardwell, Secretary of State
for War, the author of so many army re-
forms, abolished the regimental system
by Royal Warrant and placed all medical
officers on a staff. Regimental hospitals
disappeared under this warrant, and be-
came part of station or genernl hospitals,
a8 the case might be.

In 1877 medical oflicers were given
authority over the A. H. Corps, non-com-
missioned oflicers and men. as well as
patients in hospital and soldiers attached
for duty.

In 1883 Lord Morley’s committee made
recommendations, which were adopted,
the principal ones being the vesting of
the control of hospitals in  the meddical
ofticer in charge, and the assiimilation of
the A. H. C. and A. M. Department, both
to wear the same uniform (blue with black
facings. )

In 1888 & committe, under Lord Camper-
down, was appointed to make inquiries
into the pay. status, and condition of the
medical service. Oneof the committee's
recommendations was the adoption of
militury  titles, prefixed by the word
“gurgeon,” as, for instance, “‘surgeon-
lieutenant-colonel,”  cte.  These titles
carrisd precedence and other advantages,
bata limited executive power, hence they
were found unsutisfactory,

By Royal Warrant of July 1xt, 1898, the
medical staff corps became the Royal
Army Medical Corps, and medical oflicers
ware given full military titles, ‘The duty
of supplying tranaport to the R. A, M. C,
devolves upon the Army Service Corps,
the oflicer commauding the detuchment
taking his orders from the senior officer
of the R. A. M. C.

Regiments which have served in the
great Lattles of history are justly proud
of the deeds of their predecessors, and
cmblazon the names of the regiment’s
battles in golden letters on their colors,



