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Since abdominal surgery has made such advancement as marks 'ts
present state, operative measures to prevent the almost inevitable lethal
ending of perforation of the intestine in typhoid fever are being adopted
more and more frequently. While it is true that the results, for obji:
vious reasons, so far achieved in this operation, are not to be cornpired
with those in the cases.of perforated gastrie ulcer or traumatie perfora-
lion, yet they are such as warrant the careful consideration of operative
ineasures in all cases and their adoption in most.

The early diagnosis of intestinal perforation in typhoid fever is of
the greatest importance, for there is little hope of obtaininggood re-
suits in any case of peritonitis after it is weHl advanced. The difficul-
ties of diagnosis incident to all abdominal conditions. are not infre-
quently many times increased by the tympany which exists in the course
cf typhoid fever, as well.as by the mental state of the subject ; and muost
elinicians hare cast about for some definite data from which an accurate
diagnosis may be made. The chief sigus and symptoms of this compli-
cation namely, se-vere and sudden abdominal pain with :enderness and
rigiditv of the parieties. vomiting, collapse and rapid pulse. are not b:;
any means constant-l found. inasmtuch as the abdomen may be fliat,
or the ulse mav not be considerablv altered, and signs of cellapse may
be wanting. Eveh pain may not be complained of. The -value of the
sign of the obliteration of the liver duiness. tr would appear. has òeen
over estunated by some iin maldng this diagnosis, since in not a few
non-perforated cases with tympany, the lirer dulness couild not be nIade
out.
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