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day evening. The head must have been
on the perineum eatly on the Tuesday
morning, because Baron Stockwmar tells
us in his Memoirs that at thac time deli-
very was momentarily expected. At 6
p-re. un the Tuesday evening the dischar-
ges are stated “to have become of a green
colour.” Even then Dr. Sims, who de-
scribes the case, says: “There never was
room to entertain a question about the
use of instruments ;” and this luckless
patient was actually not delivered until
9 p.m. on the Wednesday, and was
ailowed to exhaust herself with feeble
ineffective pains for fifty hours after the
rupture of the membranes, and not wmuch
less aiter the head was on the perineam.
Naturally this case gave rise to much dis-
cussion at the time, but no one seems to
have suggested that the physicians were
to blame in allowing their patient to
linger on sc long in a labour that probab-
ly could have Leen terminated with the
greatest ease on the Tuesday morning.
ftis & strange thought that but for this
atrociously bad midwifery the whoie de-
stinies of the nation would probably have
been altered, and our present Sovereign
might never have succeeded to the throne
she has so long and so admirably occupied.

The second case 1 take, almost at ran-
dom, from Gooch's Compendium of Mid-
wifery, and I select that beok because its
author was facile princeps amongst the
obstetricians of the day, and was a man
of the greatest shrewdness and practical
skill. He tells us “if the labour has leen
a long time stationary, and you believe
that it cannot safely be accomplished L,
the powers of Nature, your best practice
will then be to apply the forceps.” This
is sound practical teaching, far ubove
that which was prevalent at the time:
but even he is so imbued with the dread
of the forceps that this is how he illu-
strates it :

“Iwassentfor byanaccoucheur”hesays,
“who had been detained at a labour for
two days and a half. The head had been
fixed in the pelvis and touching the peri-
neum for fourteen hours. T said I would
wait three hours longer, and, if she was
not then delivered, I would apply the
forceps and deliver her in ten minutes—
which T was obliged to do after the head

had been retained low in the pelvis for
seventeen hours” I venture to affirm
that if any student of the uresent day
were to tell the Conjoint Board of Exa-
miners that it was an admissible thing to
leave the head on the perineum between
forty and fifty hours, as in one of these
cases, or even seventeen, as in the other,
he would infallibly be remitted to his stu-
dies for a very considerable period.

It will thus be seen that the practice of
the praciitioner as regards the use of the
forceps was essentially bad and quite
indefensible. It was, indeed, one of the
most curious examples I know of the way
in which practice is apt torun in a groove,
and in opposition to what now seems to
us the plainest principles of common
sense. It appears to us altogether in-
comprehensible that men who could make
such a fuss about so safe and simple a
procedure as the application of the for-
ceps when the head is on the perineum
should at the sime time proceed to per-
foration and the destrnction of the feetus,
then so commen, with amazing lightheart-
edness, as if it were a matter of no mo-
ment at all.  When we learn that in so
great a school of midwifery as the Ro-
tunda Hospital in Dublin, between the
vears 1815 and 1821, out of 21,807 deli-
veries the forceps were never once used,
no record being even made of the number
of craniotrmies, and between the years
1826 and 1333, out of 16,654 births, they
were only applied twenty-seven times,
craniotomy being performed 118 times in
the same number of cases, we cannot but
reflect with horror on the number of in-
fants—to say nothing of the mothers—
whose lives must have been necedlessly
sacrificed. Contrast this with the pre-
sent practice of the same institution, in
which the forceps are applied on an
average of 1 in 16.5 cases, and the strik-
ing change which has taken place will be
very apparent.

1 think it will now be very generally
admitted that the long train of evils
which we were taught were likely to fol-
low the use of the forceps, and which
have hindered many a man from using
them when they were obviously indieated,
really arose from pressure on the soft
parts, and from the exhaustion incident



