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I THE PRINTER'S MISCELLANY.

Sound vs. Syllable.

ST. JOHN, N. B., Augast, îS77.

»' M/e Edilo;' ofte Alisce.iîut:

SiR,-Frani the tenor of aur publie jourial.'i
especiaily tliose of a political caste--whase cdi-
torsalways ignare theirown private iîîtcrests, and
write, toil, and slave nnerely for the public w-cal
-1 iîîfer that this is an age i w'hlich every nin
is free ta express bis views On auny m.'l eveciy
subject, tixerefare I takze the liberty of lay-ing
befare yanir readers a femv rennarks relative ta
te division of nvards by conîpositars.

0f late the practice of dividing ail the soitnd
-so called-has been adopted by înantiy. I do
not kiiîon of any mule ta w-ar-rant this încilid,
therefore I rejeet it, and lnold fast thne aid syl-
labie style as bcing the nnost correct.

It is asserted tixat divicling on tile so'îtîî. iS
equivalent ta dividiing on tlîe aceîsi, but the
analagy (lacs not always exist; and even if sucbl
a ruile shoculd be- acccptcd, conîpositars, -ould
ofîeîî find thennseln'cs in a Ilî-' froni the simple
fact, tinat ini wards of four or more syliabies, tic
accent is eitlner on tlîe antepennîltinnate ai' penil-
tinnate, whlilc their '' sticks " or 'Imnsure "' only
adrnitsthe first syllable an whichi there is no accent.
ThIis being the case, w-ide spaciîîg mnust often be
the resmit. Another objection ta the souudetz sys-
teni is, ail campasitors are îlot artinaepists, and
it is alnnost impossible ta find aay t%% o, tliis de-
fcieint, mNhai pronouince , ec sanie wai-rd alilce, ai-
cven place the sond or accent an the saine
syllabie. To illustrate this, out of many, I wihI
select two simple %vords-;*epcetd and rsrîu
Bath cf these are by saie invariabiy"sud "
res-pect, ;-es-ti-atin, and nmust thcrefoî-e, accardiuîg
ta their viewvsbe dividledan the s. To carryCtje
iouad tlieory a littlé fiîrthcr, the word restrain
slrld be (livided on the long a, on mhich. tîne
soundl clicefly rests, w-hich mvould nnake the divi-
Sion thus-restra-in. Tishe accentt of bath, these

wrds is on thse final letters t and n. Ail lexi-
cograpliers appear ta iýgree that thie s belangs ta
the latter syllable. Ag-ainî, taise Uic merb de.Czls-
sa/e. Tiis is frequtently called dec-u-sate, pIauinig
the soundon the c mvben it should be on the first

tandl pranoiiccd dc-kui--sat. Then takze the
wordpîb-oîuîsciaitiion. WVorcester, MVa1kcuJonc,,
Enteld, Fulton*, and James, cail itp-on -hc
a-silion ; Shieridaîn, pro-îuini-slîai-sliuinl ; l'crry,
Knowles, and Smnart, pro -iîuu-se -a-shui. 1-Ire,
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tieu, if w-e nztt.t divide on the koundc or
accent, this Nvord should reaily be ciivided
on the il, or flot at ail. 'l'hie %vards lzcaleil,
'Ind S'. present another obstacle :they
aire pronc an e cadseizlt,-not hca- d m
sen l'.cd. If such. men as above qîîated î'ary sa
înuch, can it be expected that others Nvlho ie far
beneath their standard, ivili be able ta ob)serve a
unifarinity of soumd. A mnier of other Nvords
presuiting the saine difficulty cxist, which woliid
rcqîîire a very retciitine mcinary ta retniîî anc-
tliîîd of theni.

1 think, the fe%' cxannpflcs above wvill suffice ta
show tic necessity- of adhering ta the sy/Zlaide ini-
stead of the soilus stem. lIn regard ta the use
of tie latter 1 find iîothing ta rcly on1. lin respect
ta the lirst, I find cîcar and definite Rîtles laid
(10w-n by \VAlKER - 110 iîean anîthority - on
which ta base iny moditr oper-andi. I will insert
thein for the Icnclit cf ail w-ho nnay choseC ta
adapt thei:

"4A sing'le consonant between twa vivewls,
nîlust ime jamced ta the latter syllable asr'

«t)t -sti, r»e-icilt-. Exccpt the letter x, w-ilîi
is always jaiiied ta t'le 1)1ieccdîuglý S)ilable :as
ex-.zs4 eao, e.r-amilee'. Derivatîve words are
aisa excepteci: as wi-e-'Zw-, dis-iise, iiUt.

1lw-a consonants, prape.: ta, begin a syllable,
înnust not bc scparaned, il the prcdigvawel
is, long a s, Ct-a-di', s/a-l.. but w hleithe pic-

ceigsyliabie is short the consonîants mnust be
sýcparaitcd :as eus-loin. Êzd>.lic*, ap-trv.

Whcin three ccnsoaîants ineet iii the iddle
of a word, if they crin begîin a syllable, ain! the
prccecliing mawel is long, tlîey.are not tepnirated
as, r-tude-mero,,c. When the priecediig
syllaWme is shiort, aile of the consonants is jained
ta tliat syllable :as, a'is-tress, dis-tiad, dis-train.

IWhcîn thî-ce or four consonants, mot proper
ta begin a syllable, icet bctwee m o NOwches,
such of tlin as can begin a syllablle, belong
to the latter, the rebt ta tuie farimer syllable .as,
ap-pkt, i.z-sruaic, li-ians-g. -ss, in-paiit, con-

1"1w-ao consonants fornîing anc sound are
neyer sel)arated .as, c'-cho, ais-cho, i-, h~t diip5l-

'*wo Vom-els not being a1 diphtiîoîîg, nnust be
divided hata, syllables: as, Ji.-el, po.d, z'i.al,
ci-n-el.

IConilouiîd w-ards înust be divi'ded inta the
simple wards of wh-li tliey arc fornmed :as, sea-
tolrse, s;incz-lten-i, /t-ltotse.

"'f'lic terininatiains lait, liont, tùml, s-cils,
stu'ntc, ai-e generaily dii idcd iînt,) byliablcs ; as,
m2Ii-O iiOt-i,7IT-iOCon-sci-01us, Con-

lin.putti:îg the abave ideas and miles before the
readers of the .iic'luI do so, sinnply hop-
ing tbey nîay be of sanie benclit ta those w'ho,


