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CORRESPONDENCE.

Sound vs. Syllable.

St. Joux, N, B., August, 1877.
7o the LEditor of the Aiscellany

Sir,—From the tenor of our public journals,
especially those of a political caste--whose edi-
torsalways ignore their own private tuterests, and
write, toil, and slave meyely for the public weal
—1I infer that this is an age in which every man
is free to express his views on any and every
subject, therefore I take the liberty of laying
before your readers a few remarks relative to
the division of words by compositers.

Of late the practice of dividing on the sornd
—s0 called—has been adopted by wmany. 1do
not know of any rule to warrant this methed,
therefore 1 reject it, and hold fast the old syl-
labic style as being the most correct.

It is asserted that dividing on the seune is
equivalent to dividing on the accent, but the
analogy does not always exist; and even if such
amle sheuld be accepted, compositors wonld
often find themselves in a ¢“fix” from the simple
fact, that in words of four or more syllables, the
accent s either on the antepenaltimate or penul-
timate, while their ¢*sticks” or ‘“measure ” only
admitsthe first syllable on which there isnoaccent.
This being the case, wide spacing must often be
the result.  Another abjection to the sed sys-
tent is, all compositors are not orthoepists, and
3 it is almost impossible to find any two, thus de-

ficient, who pronounce . .e same word alike, or
8l even place the sound or accent on the same
silable.  To illustrate this, out of many, I will
select two simple words—sespect and sestrain.
8| Both of these are by some invariably “sounded”
res-pect, res-train, and must therefore, according
totheir views, be divided on the s.  To carry the
sound theory a little further, the word restrain
$hsuld be divided on the long @, on which the
sound chiefly rests, which would make the divi-
sion thus—restra-in.  The accent of both these
words is on the final letters £ and .- All lexi-
cographers appear to agree that the s belongs to
the latter syllable.  Again, take the verb aveus-
nl. Thisisfrequently called dec-u-sate, placing
the sound’on the ¢ when it should be on the first
4 and pronounced de-kus-sat. Then take the
worl pronuzciation. Worcester, Walker, Jones,
Enfield, Fulton; and James, call it pro-nun-she-
ashun ; Sheridan, pro-nun-sha-shun; Perry,
Knowles, and Smart, pro-nun-se-a-shun. Iere,

then, if we must divide on the Sownd or
accent, this word should really be divided
on the a, or not at all. The words Aealed,
and present ancther obstacle : they
are pz'onolmce(l heald, secald,—not heal’-ed, and
seale.  If such men as above quoted vary so
much, can it be expected that others who are far
beneath their standard, will be able to observe a
uniformity of sozna. A number of other words
presenting the same difficulty exist, which wolld
require a very retentive memory to retain one-
third of them.

S,

I think the few examples above will suffice to
show the necessity of adhering to the sy/labdle in-
stead of the sourd system. In regard to the use
of the latter I find nothing torelyon. Inrespect
to the first, I find clear and definite Rules laid
down by WALKER—no mean authority —on
which to base my wodus operanat. I will insert
them for the benefit of all who may chose to
adopt them :—

“A single conscnant between two vowels,
must be joined to the latter syllable: as se-
Siney re-suutey re-late. Except the letter x, which
15 always joined to the preceding syllable: as
ex-isty ex-alty ex-amine., Derivauve words are
alyo excepted : as un-ezen, @is-use, up-on.

¢ I'wwo consonants, prope: to begin a syllable,
must not be separated, il the preceding vowel
is long : as, era-dle, sta-ble.  BLut when the pre-
ceding syllable is short the consonants must be
separated : as eus-fom, pub-lic, ap-prove.

“ \When three censonants meet in the middle
of a word, if they can begin a syllable, and tie
preceding vowel is lonyg, they are not separated :
as, re-strein, detirenc. When the preceding
syllable is short, one of the consonants is joined
1o that syllable : as, a#s-tress, dis-tract, dis-train.

““\When three or four consonants, not proper
to begin a syllable, meet between two vowels,
such of them as can begin a syllable, belong
10 the latter, the rest to the fonmer syllable : as,
ap-plet, du-struct, trans-geess, tm-printy, con-
struct.

“Two consonants forming one sound are
never separated : as, e-cko, an-chor, bi-shop, diph-
thorg.

“’I'wo vowels not being a diphthong, must be
divided iuto syllables: as, jpu-of, po-ct, vi-al,
eru-el,

“ Compound words must be divided into the
simple words of which they are fored : as, sea-
horse, swine-herd, hot-house.

“‘The terminations zen, lion, tial, scious,
seienze, ave generally divided into syllables 5 as,
mil-di-on, mo-ti-on, mar-ti-cl, con-sci-ous, con-
sci-enee.”

In putting the above ideas and rules before the
readers of the J1iscellany, I do so, simply hop-
ing they may be of some benefit to those who
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