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ANOTHER KLONDIKE.

The St. Paul Ploncer Press Correspondent on
the Edmonton Dis3trIct.

Thse St. Puli Pioneer Press cf Feb. 7th cou-
tained the follouving desc: iptiüa cf Edinontujn
district:

"Edmnonton, Alberta, Canada, Feb. 41, 1898-
At'ter a iveck'o stay in this Nortlîwcstern city I
ni. not pî'cpai'cd te say that the new gold fields

pjzr1ý

iâ xany are on route te expfore Rre the greatest
source et' Ivealth te this section et' country.

They will add te its wealth by the inorcased
xnnrket afforded fer agricultural produots, but
.right ln the seil eof Northcrn Alberta la a wcalth
concealed, better even than gold mines and more

.easily. attainable.
TUE SITUATION CIIANGEDr

By far the greater part of its century of ex,-
istence Edmionton has been without means of
reaching a market, and lience the inducement for
'agriculturil development did notexist. NEow tle
scene la clianging. tilroads and the gold ex..
citement combined have created a market and
brought it te its doors.

Every man wlîo gees North from Edmnonton
te tbe nc'w gold fields (anid they are going by the
Ïhousnnd) relies upon EdmonLon for his base et'
supplies. and Edmonton ia tnrn draws apon the
surronding .country. The deveiepment of the
Northern country wilI net bo a transient affair
like that at Dawson City, becar_ýe people can live
bore. The gold excîtement la the menus te the
eid. It will bring thousanda of people te the
couintry to stay who would otherwise nover have
even visited it at ail.

- lEiCHING TISE KOOTI.NAY.

*The great arid already populunis Kootenay
district of Brjt,.îh Columbiia bas been largely a
.ssalcd bock, saiplier- gGing ln fiom Spokane,
ýWash., -.but the railroadnowv being constructcd
»trough -the Crow's Nest pasa la practically an
ýextensIon of the Calgary and Edmonton line, and
.Afl'ords direct communication from 'Nortiiern
Alberta te the cit*ies, towns and miîîing camps of
the Kootenay.

SUPLELOR %%iE

Thirty yéars ago, iviien i-Amunton was a
thousand ruiles frein anywhere and soveral thon-
1 'n salid frein otiier places, I remembcr et' samples
.. ýfSaskatchewan, wheat being sent te civilization

n"indattracting. innrkcd attention by its superior
qjuality. If within.n, markçti*olç distaince froi

Minneapolis and witliout duty It would bc a
formidable rival et' the Minnesota U~. 1 hard.

It sheuid be berne liiiimd that as an agri.
cultural district lEdnontoîî is (in lia lntancy. Iii
spenking cf Fdmnonteal ln titis article I use it for
convenience as coecring the nortliern section eof
Alberta. The sotihera section et Albertai, in.
cluding the Calgary district, la at prosent devoted
v'ery largely te stock raising, and but little gen.
oral agriculture.

The population cf the EAnonten district la
placcd at 20,000, but even se samaîl a nuînber la
doubtiesa liberal. A very considerable portion
cf the farmiers aire f1rein the United Suites, iaving
been atractcd liere by the t'ertillty eof the soul.
Iowa, Minnesota anda espccially the Dakotas have
contributed handsomiely te increasilig the popuin.
tien eor this part et' Oan!îda.

The committee et' the Doiniion sonate ap-
puintcd te ascertin the po.slbilities of tl.h, great
Northiwost stated in tlîcir report that tiiere is a
river navigation cf about 2,750 muiles, of' wiîich
1,390 miles are suitable for stera îvhcel steamers,
whicli, îvith their barges an carry 300 tons,

-Whilte ic renwtining 1,3G0 miles en a plied by
liglit draft sea-going vessels.

The combined river and lake navigation
covers 6,500 miles and could be connocted îvitb

Victoria and Vancouvér by way et' the meuth of
the Maukenzic, the Aritcoceinand-lielring strait
te ie 1acilc. The committee adds:

-1t is now connccted un the south by ninety
inileisof:watgon rond betwcen Atha~basca Landing
and> Edmonton îvîth navigable water in the
Saskatchewi E rie.

Tijis brlff staitement shows the possibilities
et' an almosjIunlimited market for Edmonton.

Th emm ittce also etates that this' North-
land Iliu 056,00 sqjuare miles adaptcd te the

growvth of potatocs, .and 407,000 square miles
suitabie for w~heat and etlier simiîli grains. Tiiere
are 860,000 square miles adapted for stock rais.
ilng, 29,000 of wlxicii la open prairie, the reinaind.
or boing more or icas wvoodcd. Of this they est!.
mato 27.1,000 square miles, ineluding the prairie,
to bc arable land. JIere 1s, in the maini, an un-
occupied and fertile empire.

PETROLEUM.

But even this ls not al], as ln another portion
of' the report the cominittce saya :

,«The evidence subnîitted te your cemmittee
points te the existence ln the A thabasca, and
Mackenzie valîcys eof the mont extensive petro-
leumn filds in Ainerlea, If net la the werld."

The goveriamunt la now cngaged la slnking
weolia nt Fort MeMfurray on the Athabasca river,
'MO miles from Edmonton, and on the Pelican
river, 120 mniles frorn. Athabasea Landing. Tar
,roips un. u the sufiz at points along the Atha-
bascit riur in sulieint tjuancities to bc gathoed
in its crude shape and used by.tlîe boat builder3
for caiking. Thisila agood ohiidicator. The
belle! bore lavery general that great ohiwolis
ivilibe developed ln t)is regrion bythe govern-
ment explorations.

Thîe capacity of this country la estimated by
the senqte committc te bo sufliient te support
the cemnbined population of Norway, Swvedon,
Denarkc, Gcrînany, Austria and parts eof France
aîîd ilussia.

STATISTICS FOR PARItMERS.

The average date of secding la the iniddie et'
April and the harvest sometimes begins as eai]y
as the 5ti etf Augu.,t, bat the average date is
about thc middle ef Aug-ust. Ilayiiig begins
abouit thie 2Ot1îof July. Frost very rarely injures
cropsa nd usually oniy those late sewn. The
rai nfaîl averages about 20 ladeies. The summners
atre cool and denet parcl iligreund, the mer-
cury never going abeve 92 degrees am seldemi
as hligh a,3 that.

The winters are long and cold, but the re-
pertsef cxtreinelylew tempcraturo are bascd tapon
excep-ional weather and are net -the ral. it la
the Iow range exceptions wbich hiave given Ed-
menton its coid reputation. WVith the exception
that tliere la good sleighing; theugh net dedp
snew, L find the iveather ne more wintery tlian
when I loft St.Paul, and thon it was.exceptionally
inild for Minnesota.

YIELDS AND PRICES.
The average yicld et' wheat in 1894 was 374

buAiîels te th6 acre and in 1897 iet was 35 buisheis,

wihich la about the crop to bc relicd upon. Odt5..,,..
average about .5j busheli, barley iz5y bablhels of
42 pounîls, poitues 3uU and turnips 340 busheis,
Wild hay yîelds twe tons te the acre and sella
fur $41 per ton. Wheat is bringingoocents, oats,
barley and potatoes9 25 cents eaeh per bushel.

The sales ef the 897 crop* alreadý amount
te 1,000.000 1?ushelà 0f wheat, 1,500,000 cats ;id-
300,000 barl.ey. These yicldýs are nofie o
excptionai, but accerding te ps7î
ho reliO .npen, for Ui ftue.

F'arm Scones ln Manitoba

Pienle Party ln Manitoba


