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e does not even attempt to disguise. We make the follow-
ing extract from his report

The following rules will be found useful, not ouly in teaching
children 10 read, but also in making them understand what they do
read:

Never teach them anything but what may be useful to them in
the station of life in which 1t has pleased the Almighty to place
them. Teach them to appreciate the benefits to be derived from
the instruction they receive from you: you will by this alone
increase their desire for instruction, Never allow your explanations
to go beyond the compreliension of the elnld, and above all avord
everything too abstruse.

Let every subject on which you treat be accompanied with these
little attractions which always draw the attention of children. Give
some interest to your descriptions by relatng aneedotes or mort
tales. Be very careful in making your explanations, wunl never
cease questioning the scholars until you are pesfectly satisfivd that
ali, even the least intelligent, perfectly understood yen,  Let every
word and every part of a sentence be for them a special sudy,
Accustom then to analyse every sentence, and to render an ecount
of everything they read. And you, the teacher, before commencing
your day’s labor, should always devote some time o the study of
the subjects which will form the duties of the day, aud wiich you
are going to teach.

‘The attention of the teacher shounld be partienlarly given 1o arith-
metic, a science now umversally in use, and without a knowledge
of which, no person can ever expect to succeed. In this branch
much progress has been made since my last visit, but still the
pragress is not sufficiently striking. There are however <ome
exceptions,—schools in which arithmetic is tiuzht to perfection.
The greater number, however, leave much room for improvement.
They adhere almost exclusively to the pure and simple study of an
author whose precepts, whether goud or bad, thev follow, and scar-
cely ever is the rule Jaid down m the book supporied by verba;
explanation. I cannot approve <~ -uch u method ot teachsug, whicl,
in my opinion, should be totally abandoned.

The method of teaching _ ammar has uow in some schools,
assumed an appearance of progress, being founded on reasoning
but in tnast of the schools, 1t 1s far from bemng satisfuctory. Tie
methods used, rather fatigues than inspires a taste for this study.
The memory alone is cultivated, the full comprehension of the
lessons learnt_is, generally speaking, altogether set aside, and if
ever explanations are attempled, they are given in a manuer cal-
culated to give a distasic of the study to the scholar.  1n fact, the
dryness of the subject, isonly equalled, by the dryness of the explan-
uations given.

I have very little to say with respect to the progress made m the
study of geogiaphy. Insome places this study appears the abject
of a'species of autipathy which it will be difficult to overcome.  u
some schools, however, 1 have seen it followed up m a most creds-
1able manner, as also is the study of history for which explanatory
charts are used. In my visits, 1 have remarked a gradual merease
in the number of pupils, who devote their tune to these siudies,

The method of teaching geogmphy is, generally speaking, very

following form be adopted, because at u coup deil, every thing the
seholar does and stadies can easily be seen besides whieh it will
serve me materiadly as @ guide tn my examinations.

Mr. Hubert expresses his satisfaction at the changes made 1w
the School Laws which confer on the Superintendent of Education
the power of controlling some of the proceedings of the School
Commissioners, particularly the clanse which permits him to with-
hold from refractory municipalities their share of the grant.  He
hopes that the Department of Educatien will remain steadfas, sl
will concede nothmg either to the complaints or menaces of those
who would wish to protract an amelioration of so melaucholy a
state of aflairs.  He adds that the time is now arrived to efleet this
desimble change. Every one feels convinceed that it is the intention
of the Government to ciuse the law to be executed in all its foree,
and they feel the trath of the excellent naxim contained in circuln
No. 20: 5 That no justice, equality, or real seeurity can exist for
individuals, where the law isnot regularly and smpartiadly wli-
nistered as well in favor of, as against every one.” A satutary
reaction is wow procecding but the slightest hesitation or weakness
will proamptly cause the whole prestige to vanish.

Mr. Hubert points ont in several municipadities, a great anpro-
vement in the mode of carrying out the iutention of the law, more
particularly in the distribulion of the Government grant amongst
the several school distsicts. In some, biackboards have been
supplied 1o the schools, in others, but ina less nunber, geor
phical charts have also been fumishieds  Gererally speaking, how-
ever, the Commissioners have exhibited & most uasaccountable
parsimony. ‘Lhere are very few parishes in which the schools ase
turnished” enther with @ sehonl jonrual, or with 2 visitors? register.
Some teachers, both male and female, so as not to deprive therr
pupils of the prizes which they are entitled to under the terms of
the Superintendent’s cirenlar, have actually pnrehased sueh registers
with their own means.  In several municipalities the saiary of the
secrelary-treasurer has been increased; i sume, the contingent
expenses not authorized by any previous meeting and resolulivus,
have been carried to nccount, notwithstanding the specil rule
published with respect to this subject.

The Comnissioners very seldom visit the schools 5 they, how-
ever, menerally attend the evamnations.  School regaintions have
been made in very few municipalities.  Mr. Hubert is of opinion
that seneral rules should be made establishing 2 uniformity in the
wethod of teaching, fixing the school hours, and all olher details.
As s-on as these roles shall have been estabiished, either by the
Superintendent or by the Council of Public Instruction, they should
be printed and exposed to view in every school-house.

The time and feugth of the vacations also vary much in the
several municipalities; consequently, the Inspector_of schools is
never sure, when he makes b+ tour of inspection, to find the schoois
open.  The Superintendent or Council of Public Instruction stould
inake a regulation establi<hing also, in this respect, general uni-
formity. i
U I omany wunicipalities the Commissioners allow the sclivol-
:honscs 10 Zo to ruin, without ever thinking ot repiurmg them when
srequired 3 and they are still more disinclined 10 creet new ones.
Almost all the school houses have been bnit sice many years, and
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defective. The pupil should, above all, but this is meely the case, | bath the hiealth of the scholars and teacner is cousequently jeop-
be made to understand the meaning of distance aud space, the jardised.  Becanse the Government no longer grants aid to bld
same, as in the study of history, it is necessary that lixc pupil { schonl-honses, the Commissioner consider that they are exempted
shuuld understand the meaning of age, year, &c. ~Instead of com- | from imposing special assessments tor this object, awd, from a false

mencing 1o make him understand the principles of geogiaphy by land fatal weakness aml commiseration towards ibe rate payers,
abservations at home, and in the viciity, the lessons whicl arc [they render themselves guilty of culpable negligence and mamfest

given ate generally dry and tedious, which causes the scholar 10| ivhumanity towards both pupils and teachers.

take an aversion not only to the study, but also to the master who
teaches and the book containing his Icssons. Dmwings on the
black-board would greatly assist the pupil and fcilitate Tus study,

by familiarising him with the formation of coutinguts, istands, ;

occans, §c., and would make a great impression on his anud 5 and
vet this is the method the least thoughtof,
adopted by teachers gencrally, is far from being logical. [tis the
leatning we possess which cnables us toseek for, and acquire
those treasures of knowledge which have ot as yet cone to light,
and this _truth which should never be lost it of; is the auly
means of producing beneficial results in the child whose mind and
intelligence it is their duty to develope and expand.

The School Journals are very def -ctive. There 15 enly found m
them the names of the childeen, their age. amd the marks shewing
the daye of their attendance, but never anything to show what
branches the pupils learn, nor the progress they have made in their
studies since entering the school. I have recommended that the

In a wond, the conrse

The salaries of the teachers are gradually on the _increase; but
Ithey are still far from_ being remuuerative, aud this may in the
Emain be attribut~d to the oo great subdivision of municipalitics into
icchen) districts, The zreat number of incompetent female teachers,
Iwho can always find employment for 2 low sulury, is partly the
lcause of the un~muuerative salarics paid to wnale teachers. A
dwelling-house w.d fuel should always be given 1o 2 teacher, over
Land above his ordinary salary. Mr. Hubert points out several muns-
Icipalitics in which the niggardliness of the Commissioners is realiy
<deplumable.  For instance, at Yamachiche the fumale teacher is
lobliged to fumish a stove and fuel-wood, and io accept as part of
{her <alary her chances in the monthly fees.  She would have com-
fpraived ta the schoal managers, but the Commissioners had sirictly
i forbidden the managers to mterfere in the matter and they went so

far, a5 to threaten the schooi-mistress that if she prrsisied in her
demand, they would deduct from her salary the nunber of days on
which, during the winter, no school was kepi, which was only



