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(Concluded). There are too many flagrant examples in the history of the

MAmong future statesmen we may have serious scholars like
I Gladstone, but we shall not again have Sir Robert Peel
Scussing with Lord John Russell what was Mr. Fox’s favourite

%mong the (Odes of Horace, or sprightly men-of-the-world ex-

changing their Virgil and translating Homer.

Tet, however imperceptible may be the effects of classical
Talning in after-life, either in manners or in mind, as long as
t.C fashion of the education endures, our higher classes will con-
t"‘}le to subject their children to it, and the large portion of
Society which desires, at any cost, to give their progeny what
%ems to them the best start in life, will follow the example.

Ist a boy is placed, on his arrival at school, according to his

Classical attainments, the preliminary classical teaching becomes

Ile0eISBary, whatever be the sacrifice of other natural, opportune,

Or more available instruction, because no superiority of childly
Dowledge, either of words or things, would compensate for the
18advantage of an inferior position to others of his own age and

ability in the new world of which he is to form a part. Our

great historical schools derive such a distinet moral benefit from
elr association with the tone of feeling and habits of demeanour
that prevail in our best British homes, that, apart from the less

human mind of the persistent adherence, not only of public
opinion and private judgment, but of the religious conscience
and the moral sense, to forms and ceremonies, after the beliefs
on which they were founded have faded into shadows, to permit
the hope that any amount of negative experience will bring about
a reformation in the matter we are now considering. It is solely
to a growing conviction of the necessity of larger and wiser’
instruction of our governing classes, if they are to remain our

governors, that we must look as the source of any beneficial

change. The first, and indeed the chief impediment to this
result, is the extreme self-satisfaction with which not only our
national pride, but the authority of our public institutions, regards
the character of the present Huglish gentleman. He is exhibited
to us as an ideal of humanity which it is almost sinful to desire
to improve or transcend ; and it is, if not asserted, continually
implied that if he in his youth were taught more or otherwise -
than he learns at present, some mysterious degradation would
inevitably ensue. Now, without detracting from any single
merit which is attributed to this high personality, never was
there a greater confusion of post hoc with propter hoc than the
theory that his actual excellent characteristics have anything
whatever to do with the method of instruction which has been



