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beeame one-third dearer than before, and seamen's wagea became ro exces.
sive deap, that we have whally lost the Muscovy and Greenland trades,
wherehy we give the Dutcliand other nations the power of driving the trade
of the world " Sir Josiah Child, an admirer of the navigation law.in the
snme yearadminted that there were £2 Yargs Datch ships v the Russian
trade to one Enghsh,and in the Greenland fishery 100 or 500 sail (o one
English ; in the Baltic trode generally we hind but ouc-half of that we
had kad, and the Dutch had ten times as much. 1wo years after, heavy
dunes were impneed on both foreign and eolonial fish nils to suppori effurts
mnde to revive the Greenland trade, which yet miserably failed. In 1693
it wns discovered that a company, and that only, could regain the Green-
land fishery, and 1t was incorporated with the advantage of importing,
duty frec,nll thrt its ehips might get. Capital £40,000, an excellent di-
tection , but, bv some mishap, the company was dissolved in 1706, with
o loas of £530,000.

I'hese facts shonld have tanght the legislature that what injures onr
neighbours does nat always benefit ourselves, and that it was time to lay
anide the navigation act, when heavy taxation, excessive exertion, and
the advance of other nations, had rendered the Dutch, against whom it
was directed. no longer formidsble. But the country was entering on
an age in whieh class interests ruled ; in which, with the greacest atten-
tion to the supposed welfare of parts, the community wasaeglecied We
now say, that what 13 everybody’s business is nobody’s business ; and in
those days what was everyboly's interest was nohady’s care,  The ship.
owness found each dram of protection an agreenble stimulant ; and in
the youth of the present generation the support required had brought the
panent to the natural ternination of his career, at which a gradunl di.
innution of the doge becamne unavoidable We ean't say, with all our
adnuration of Mr. Huskisson, that the reduction was well managed.

For wlhien we come to apply our navigation laws to the case of nations
in situations utterly different from that of the Duteh, the new case forced
upon us modifications of our faw ; but as the principles on which it was
tased had been totally lost sight of, our medification was the very worst
that could be. ‘I'ake the example of the United States of America, a
nsing nation of seamen and merchants, whose country: produced more of
bulky produce employing shipping than any other—an attnibute it has
retmned and angmented—was our navigation law to benefit ourselvesor
1o repress the extension of the navigation of others?  The latter was its
onginal, and could be its only possible aim, and had we kept that in
view, we could not have made, o~ could not long have persisted in, any
gerious crror.  But, by the time we had to legislate for the case of the
United States, we had lost sight of this, its object.

In seeking 10 benefit our own shipping, we could not absnlutely exclude
American ships from bringing Amencan produce, for they would at
once retalinte and close the contest.  So we fell back upon what wasa
very old wdea, though not eontemplated as capable of such expansion s
we now witness ; and we deternvined to divide the trade with them.
All American produce should coine in English or American ships. We
confessed, by the very fact of the law excluding them from general com-
tnerce, that Amencan shps were more cheaply sailed than vurown - and
yet to preserve to us some part of thewr trade, we excluded from compe-
titton with them the shupping of other nations, which might perhaps again
beat them ! The commerce of the States with this countrv is by very
much the most important of the world + the one item of a million and a
half bales of cotton far exceeds for employment of shipping our importa-
tion of any other article from all the rest of the world.  And it was this
trade in which, after confession that they were onr superiors in carrying,
we agreed to preserve them from competition with any other people ! .

Had there been no previous navigation law, no misundetstood prece-
dent of our conduct in the contest with the Datch, could such an error
have heea made?  Could we have heen betrayed into it but by a succes-
sion of blunders, each carryung us further from that original lizht of na-
tural law from which in cornmercial science we must never depart.

Now there is but one nation whose marntune greatness we need fear:
we have named her. The Hanseaue Towns sal iheir ships yet
more cheaply, we believe 5 at least American shipowners have said so.
‘The Danes, Swedes, Norwegians, Sardinians, are good and economical
navigators.  Which of these can be our rival 7 But 1n our wmantune, as
in other branches of our forcign policy, we have lost sight of the maxim,
‘¢ Divide and rute ” It is by proteciing the weak, and not by adding 10
the power of the great, that we can maintain our position at the head of
the world.—n posttion depending on our naval supremacy, and of the
foundation of which we shall be satisfied by the unavoidable reflection,
that a lost Trofalgar—a great battle destroying an English fleet—would
be a greater convulsion 1o the two worlds, would he praductive of tnore
incaleutably dizastrong concequences, than would have been the fall of
France before the sabres of the Moslem on the plains of Chalons,

RaiLRoars.—Inenzase vF Bi siness.—The increese of business on the
railronds niready in operation has put ail previous calculauons far i the
back-ground. Esumates, orizinally deemed 10 be h ghly exagzerated,
have pruvad to be far buow ihe acual resuits— truth 18 siraager than
ficon.”  The anncxed statement 13 copred from the Boston Post —

The annr xed table exlubits the gross receipts of the following Rasiroads
leading from Boston, in fuar years ending December 1, 1846 :~-

1843. 1€46.

Trostan and VWorcestor, oo nevnececcnaneecees SHGR,367 83504512
Wertern, .ooovecees a3t 17
Boston and Lowell.. 344 102
BUtCr 0ty eee o o oe D 635
Bouston and Mamne,.. 340136
Fasiern,eeeeenescenns 301,33
Boson and Providence, . 30335

Tataleeeecercosrssecscennees $1,016.738 200,523

Aggrepate inerense on all the roads, 13 57 per cent.
generally reduced 1n 1843,

Oopexnsnere Roav.—The Directors of this road will meet in Boston
on the 8th Apnl, when the report of the engineer will be officially made.

Fares were

Tt has alrendy been s'nted, unofieatly, that the engwneer wall report in
favor'of adopting the line of the Vermont and Canada road (through
Frank'in Co. Vi.) and crossing the nver Richetreu by a bridgee-hus
avoid a ferry on Lake Champinin, and cunnecting Boston with Montreal
and Ogdensburg at the samq time,

OreviNe oF NaviaatioN oN TuE WELLAYD Cavar.—The Canal is now
in such a state, that should no unforscen ocenrrence prevent, the water
will be let in, at Dunnville, on Tharsday or Friday next the 1at or 2ad
prox , and by the 8th or 9th 1t 13 expected to be in petfect working order.
—St, Catherines Journal .

Ax Exgyta.—In the Censua of Lawer Canada, taken wn 1814, the
number of married men is stated at 113,034, and the number of women
at 116,678 ; excess of married women, 3544, Query. It what part of
Canada is polygamy practised 1

LOCAL, PROVINCIAL, AND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.

There hasbeen a great change 1n the weathsr since our last, which
scems again o have carnied us back into the nnduie of winter. A heavy
fall of snow on Saturday last so completely blocked up the roads that the
Quebec mail for the Boston steamcr did not arrive in time to teave by the
meseenger, ond had to be dispstched by express ofterwards. In somo
places in thus neighbourhood the drift was five and six feet high, and tra-
velling was for a day or two rendered almost impossibte in the country
parta. The effects of the same storm were experienced to the west-
ward, as far as Kingsion, where there was oiso a considerable fall of
snow. According 10 present appearance, the navigation s not bkely to
be open before May,and the spring must be n very iate one. At Toronto,
steamers nre rinning to the opposite side, lus the bay 18 etill incumbere d
with ice, and tho boais can only reach the Government wharf. At Kings-
ton, the 1ce igsull as strong as ever, and 1t 18 not expected that any steamer
will be able to enter the harbour before the 2Wih at the eathest.——The
Toronto papers announce that Mr. Justice Hagennan, who hos been for
some time dangerously ill, is gradually improving, although still in n very
weak state.—=T'he Sherbrooke Gnzetle announcesthat the stockholders in
the Sherbrooke Cotton Factory have deternuned to close thewr mull for the
present, owing to the high price of cotton, and the difficuity of procuring
it until after the opening of nav.ganion. It 1s intended to commence run.
ning it againin May. H)s Jordshiptthe Bishop of Toronto has issued a
circular 1o the Clergy of lus Diooese diresting them to caus® a collection
10 be made in all thair ehurches on Good Friday, 1 aul of the distressed
poor in Ireland and Scoiland.———The Toronto Patrint rays thatcome of
the Home District farmers are beginning 1o croak about the appearance
of the fall wheat,but adds that fariners ace a croaking lot, and ihat theie
predictions are qmite as often fulse as true.——1t 19 stated by late advices
that in many parts of Newfoundland the people are suffering dreadfully
from the want’ of food, and would afarve were ¢t not for the relfef ad-
mimstered by the public authiorities. It 18 understood that Major
Campbell, furmerly of the 7th Hussare, and principa! Aide-de-camp to
Lord Sydenham, has been appointed Civii Secretary, in the room of Capt.
Higginson. Major Campbell married a French-Caandian lady, and
has large possessions in this country. The appointment is generally ap-
proved of.

03~ We observe that some of the newspapers nt a distance are in the
habit of copying our commercal reports without acknowledygment.—
This is scarcely fair. The reports 1 question are got from whe best
sources, and shonld be credited to us when borrowed.

3 We would remind our Free-Trade fiiends that one wav of sup.
portiag the Lconnrust is by sendang st their advernisements.  They ean
do this without any sacrifice. ‘The cuwreulation of our journ) renders it
an admirable adverusing mediun 5 and by makinz use of it, they will
have the satisfaction of knowing that they are effecting two objects—the
advancement of their own individual interests, and the support of an
organ for thosc principles which they believe to be rost consisient with
the interests of the country.

TIE MARKETS

NEW YORK. 27th Mareh, 1847,

Asnes.-=No changze in market: Pots 83 RT3, and Poarle §5 Q5.

Yrovur. Stock reduced toabont 20009 bb s, Sales at 87 124 5 87 25, Teamactions
for fature dehivery are larze av $512% to 83 25, 10 all Mayg. and S387% in June, Ryo
¥t ur §1 73 Corn Meal is lower, and has been placed at 34 50 to atrivo on tho opane
ing of navigation,

GRraty.e Jersey Red Wheat has sold at §1 35, rad Western, to arrlvo ot St 43
Ryc 40 cets  Tarleg 70 ceats.  Operations aa L'orn exte aise, prubsbiy betond pre-
eadent, 0100 103090 lshels having been pald fur deaeeny durne tho summer nt 85 to
85 eants to artive an May, and 73 to 37 0 Jose. Export of Corn from 1st to 23:d
Mateh, 916,331 bushels,

Fro 1sivss  0Old Pork dull Sales at 814 & §12. Meo tuaive 3048 for 815ard $13.

Prxgante - To London aud Liverpoal, Dlotr i takea ot 8¢, aod Gratn at 254
Rimilar tates are charzed on Freizlits to Troland and Scoiland.

Lixcnaxor —~0Un Loodon 3} to 4 per cent premium,

BUFFALO. 27tk March, 2, P. M.

Michignn Flour, far Jolivery on or berone Onth May, hes bezn soldat 85 78 Whont,
81 0% Corn s offered, toatnive, at 53o.  ‘The 100 13 out of the ereck but ths lake 1
finn as far as tho eve csnsee The St Catherines Journzt of the Suth instant, statos
that tho Welland Canal is cxpected tu ba ia workiag ordet un Oth Apul=~Bufalo Sder,

MONTREAL. Friday Czening, 2d dpril.

Asnze—No changa to notetines ont Inst P ta, Q3r. Ponr's, 03, Gl

Frouvr —"There hasbeen very ittlo buunes d ne s'ace our Izt report.  Wo bavo
only Leard of one mio fur May deavery, at 38, Gi.  Tho matket fs vere duil

Guraty —We havo mo Ganwactions to noto. The roads cro vere bad 13 tha country,
and not much comiug in, \We quate Canada Rod 2 Gs. 1062, 3L pee GO 1ba.  Peata, ot
5s d to Gy,
y Provistoxs.—~Ncthingdolaz. Portk=—Mess. 8188, Priino Moes, $15500. Prime, S1

Lxcaanan—Un Loadon: Bank rate, 6 to 7 per cent. prom, ’
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