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which I least looked for it, of the utter paltriness and
insufficiency of fear as a motive when brought to bear
upon decisiors in spiritual things. There seem 10 be
no words strong enough to stigm:uisé it in all other
affairs, except spiritual.  All ages, all races, hold cow-
ardice chief among vices ; noble barbarians punished
it with death. Even civilization, the most cautiously
legislated for, docs the same thing when a soldier
shows it in the face of an enemy.  Is there any lan.
guage, then, sufficiently strong to denounce that sys-
tem, or those systems, whether employed by individu-
als or denominations, that habitually use the argu-
ments of fear, in order to force from a sinner, tremb-
ling on the verge of an unknown eternity, a confession
of repentance? 1 do net remember a single instance
in which our blessed Lord held up the terrors of
future punishment s a reason why men should ¢m-
brace Hi doctrine and accept Him as their Saviour :
but on the contrary, all His words, 2l His deeds were
words and deeds of Jove.  True He did oten refer to
the terrors of the future, but only as the consequence
of rejecting His offers of love.  If the servants of God
woald walk in the fooisteps of their Divine Master
they must use the means which He emploved, clse
failure and bitter disappointment xill incvizably follox.
Point not your {cliow men, whether living or dying, 10
an angry God, who is rcady to banish and destroy
forever, but rather to the crass of Josus Chnst, the
highcst and most glorious manifestation of Divine
love, and then may we fain hope and bddicve that the
weakest and the most guilimand most deeply dyed in
sin, under the teaching of the Spirit of God, may look
and live, for &t is written, *“As Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wildemness, even so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, that whosocver believeth in Him should
nok perish but have overlasting life”  But et nonc
presume, becanse to Jook isto live!  Sin continucd
in has the power of destroving the faculir of sighi, and
that man who has refiused in heakh and strength o
yicid to the persaasions of the love of Chrisz, invites,
by his own act, that condition of spirkaal ophihalmia,
Toere are, doubkless, many instances of truce repent.
ance on A deathrbed.  Few among those who hare
st in our churches, and 2l throuzh lik, been
peivikged 1o histen to a faithfeily pecached Gospe,
but withowt having accepted the mesage of salvanen;
yet many whose eivkges have been kew, whose
light has been dime and whose wars the moesage of
God's love in Chiist vexches for the first time like a
sweet strain of music that hushes the hoanse chxshing
of 2 hand and stroggling life.  “The Enz sinll Se hast
and the g fine”
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TEMPORAL POWER OF THE POPE.
I

) QHE Churth of Rome thrives nowhere more pro-

digiously than in thuse free countries in which
she orly enjoys the blessings of equal toleration and
shares it with all other crecds and confessions. It is
full time that those peaceful means of spontancous
petsuasion which, if we may believe her own priests
and bishops, win her such splendid victories in Eng-
land or the United States, should be employed in
Italy and in Rome itself, where, perhaps, they may
lead 0 more satisfactory results than Antibes Legions
or Dumont Missions. The Papacy has tried sover-
cign power for a thousand years, and the result is 2
paltsy temitors with a beggard population, a bankrupt
treasury, and a nest of brigands. If it has not vet
laamnt that *its kingdom is not of this world,” that
salutary lesson should be no longer delayed. — Zrawer.

— e
“GRAPES IN THE WILDERNESS.”

N Hosea ix. 10, the Lord savs, */ foxxd Jsracl like
Krapes im tic xcldermess™ He is telling of His
ghdness ia finding these ost sheep, His delight in
uking them up when thery weane wayward, sinfol,
wandcring souls It gave Him great joy to save
them. It was as refrellng o Him as is a dester of
grapes o 2 taavelker in the weary wikdemess, whose
lips arc parched, and whase eyes have Yong rested on
barreaness, and who hails with satisfaction and delight
the sight of a vine and its juicy grapes. Dr. Living-
stonc gives an inkance of this fedding :—* In hatitude
1S dez. we were rewarded with a sight which we had
not enjored for 2 year before, large patches of grape-
banng vines  They siood befure my cres® The
tavdler thus gives utterance to his dedisht: “The
sight was 50 entircly uncxpected that 7 siend far sease
time xazing af .é: dasicrs of grases with which they
w:7e loaded, with no more thoughs of plucking than if
1 tad been beholding them in 2 dram™  Be sore,
young reader, that the Lord Jesws will wekomae yorr
retom 1o Him. No far of His asting you o«x.
No: your coming wifl be 1o Him as plaasamk as are
grpcs in the wildaness 10 a travdler; the very sght
of your firg arising 10 o will be a5 when the erc of
the travdker & ghddeaed by the green kaves ard
hanging beanches of the vine.  And suncly you can-
™R do anything more rally wtidring 10 the Locd
than bringing otherx. as I'hilip broaght Nathanid to
Jesus. Youare Ieinging, =5 it weme, grapes 0 the
lips; vou are giving jov 1o God, who waieth 0 be
graous. He has infinke pleasure in sooks that retuen
to Rim and hive.



