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infide], unworthy to teach or even come to Lord's table, it is not a marvel
if a discerning eye sees in the sky sigas of a new protest.

1IL. The asseults on missions constitate another feature of the times.

There are at work two opposing tendencies equally hostile to all evan-
aelical Jife and evangelistic effiort. On the one hand, mvuch that calls
itself ssholarly eritivism is practicaliy the lowering of the Word of God to
a human level ; aud, on the other hand, the various congresses of religions
are Fifting all religivus systems to a Divine Jevel ; and between the two the
cause of missions is losing hold on the popular mind.  For if the Bible be
not divinely infallible, its unique authority is gone ; and if the Christian
religion be not the one and only saving faith, its unique indispensableness
is gone ; and the command o go into all the world aad preach the Gospel
tw every creature net only remains no louger imperative, but becomes well-
nigh ir;lpertment.. Letus boldly confront the dilemma which modern eriti-
cisma and miscalled liberalism force upon us.  The assaults on missions get
: comtenance from this double tendency of our times. Once concede that
' the Eible is 2 fallible gnide, and that the Christ it presents is not the soli-
targ hope of a fost world, and we may as well recall our missionaries.
Why sheuld we sead thousands of our best men and women to the ends
of the carth, at a cost of millions of dollars snnually and a dearer cost of
priceless Fres, if a Divine command does not both justify and sanctify
implicit obedience 2 And if all religions are stages in the evelution of a
Divine faith and life, differing only in the degree of their development
toward perfection, why intrude Christian ideas and dcgmas upon people
who have the same Divine upward tendency, and some of whom regard
themselves 2t a higher level than vurselves 2

The disturbunces in mission fields, especially Ching, have given ocea-
ston to a number of open or disguised atiacks on missivaary policy, and it
has been boldly affirmed that the whole system of modern missions is a
mistake. A prominent Scotchman some years since raised the question in
Exeter Hall whether it were even proper to waste so many precious lives
1 evangelizing the Dark Continent : and more lately frequent newspaper
articles sppear, arguing mere or less pointedly amainst the right or the
expediency of sending Christiau missionaries to other nutiuns,

Seme writers contend that it invelves needless exposure to the hostile
influenees of climate and of foreign peoples ; others, that it is an invasion
of the territory of aucther faith thut has as much as any a right to Le ;
that it is an interference with what Carlvle eslled the ** majesty of cns-
tem,” @ enllision with prejudices and superstitions as impregnable as the
Lills, and caleulated to provoke resistance and incite riot.  While there is
a loud eall for protectivi to the persons of Chrstizn missionaries peace-
fully teaching the Gospel, it is replied thatsuel vivlate the right of asylum
and forfeit the nght of such protection by foreiug their Christianity upon
unwilling allerents of other faiths. Such plavsitle arguments are the
mure amazing when it is rememlered that. had they prevailed eighteen




