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worship could be found in either island, tho at this time there was at
neither of these islands any missionary !

A most affecting story is told of a spiritual beggar known as Buteve.
There were six or eight stone seats, held in much veneration as connected
with ancestors or great chiefs, and formed of two smooth stones, one serv-
ing as a seat and the other supporting the back ; and here, in the cool of
the day, would be found certain persons ready to chat with any passer-by,
Mr. Williams noticed a mdn getting off one of these seats and walking
upon his knees into the center of the “ parent path,” shouting, ¢¢ Wel-
come, servant of God, who brought light into this dark island! To you
we are indebted for the Word of Heaven.” He asked this cripple what
he knew about heaven, and found his answers so intelligent about Christ
and His atonement, the future life, the approach to God in prayer, and
the work of the Holy Spirit, that he said : *‘ Buteve, where did you obtain
all this knowledge ¢ I do not remember ever to have secen you where I
have spoken ; and, besides, your hands and feet are caten off by disease
and you have to walk upon your knees.” Buteve answered : ‘ As
the people return from the service I sit by the wayside and beg
for a bit of the Word ; one gives me one piece and another another,
and I gather them together in my heart, and thinking over what I
thus obtain, and praying to God to make me know, I get to under-
stand.” Thus a poor cripple, who had never once been in a place of
worship, had picked up crumbs from the Lord’s table and cagerly devoured
them.

These natives, rapidly converted, became evangelists, and made tours
of the islands to bring others to Christ, and sought to leave no heathen
settlement unvisited and no idol remainiug. They proved to be prayerful,
zealous, and successful, faithful and singularly benevolent, so that their
gifts averaged far beyond the gifis of members of Christian churches in
the most favored lands in proportion to their ability.

Once, when Mr. Williams explained how English Christians raised
money to send the Gospel to the heathen, the natives expressed regret at
not having money to use in the same good work. e replied : * If you
have no money, you have sumething that takes the place of money, some-
thing to duy money with;”’ he then referred to the pigs that he had brought
to the island on his first visit, and which now every family possessed ; and
suggested that every family should set apart a pig for causing the Word
of God fo grow ; and when the ships came, sell the pigs for money. The
natives eagerly followed the suggestion, and the next morning the squeaking
of the pigs which were receiving the ‘‘ mark of the Lord’’ in their ears
was everywhere heard. On Mr. Williams’s return to the island, the native
tressurer put into his hands one hundred and three pounds, the product of
these sales. It was the first money they had ever possessed, but every
farthing was given to the cause of Christ.

At Aitutaki, Atiu, Margaia, and Mauke all these changes were due to




