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of the New Islam movement can rid their religion of its gross superstitions
and ethieal monstrositics, and bring it more into sympathy with the Chris-
tian code, the movement will so far benefit the world and at least help on
the interests of morality and ecivilization. At the same time it will give
to Moslems themselves 2 chance to keep step in the march of modern
progress.

A prominent contention of the New Islam leaders, in which they are
followed in a bungling way by Mohammed Webb, is that polygamy and
slavery and other uncivilized concomitants of Isiax are not necessary
features of the Moslem faith. It is true that the Korau does not require
polygamy and the system of domestic slavery with which conecubinage is
invariably associated, but it is also true beyond a shadow of doubt that
these things are sanctioned by the Koran as entirely legitimate character-
istics of its religious system, and also that they have been historically
identified with the Moslem religion from its inception. Of course a
Moslem can be 2 monogamist if he chooses, and many exereise this prefer-
ence, but he is at perfect liberty to have four wives and as many female
slaves as he desires, in entire harmony with the teachings of his religion.

Another important present-day feature of this subjeet which should he
noted is a brightening missionary outlook among Mohammedans. It is,
of course, exceedingly difficult to do mission work among them. Much
preparatory work is necessary. The (Gospel must work as leaven amony
them. Providence must co-operate in breaking the civil and military
pover of Mohammedan rulers, and a remarkable and thorough work of
grace must be done in the .ondividual heart. The Moslem as such is a
religious ironclad, and no impression can be made, but the still small voice
of the Spirit and the irresistible grace of the Gospel have wronght marvels
in the case of many individual converts. 'This coming of the kingdowm
without observation seems to be the divinely wise and providentially
chosen method at the present stage of the conflict. It would he a grave
mistake, at least in the Turkish Empire, to push an aggressive evangelistie
policy among Moslems at the present time. God is moving upon many
hearts, and there is much sceret discipleship which stays itself upon the
Divine promises and waits for the day of hope and freedom.  We must
have great faith and limitless patience in our efforts to convert Moslems,
Christianity has fairly entered npon a long struggle with Islam. Tt will
be the greatest siege in the missionary campaign of modern times, and
the Church of Christ must be prepared for a long trial of patienee and
liberality.  Weo must be prepared for the taunt that missions among Mos-
lems are a failure, and that Islam is wore than a mateh for Christianity.
We must expect to hear that Islam as a religion is, after all, good enough
for the Orient, and that the attempt to dislodge it by the Gospel of Christ
is a vain and needless exhibition of theological bigotry.  We must expect
to hear exaggerated reports of its spread, and extravagant estimates of its
adaptation to the religious consciousness of Orientals, but we must bide




