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great rivers to their sources we find a point in every stream where by
the palm of the hand you may divert the carrent to any direction. At
that point in the stream of human life God puts the mother.

We wish, however, to magnify especially woman’s work for the con-
version of woman in pagan countrics, and in the organization of her
own sex in Christian lands for missionary effort. Let us remember
that she can especially understand and appreciate the condition of her
own sex, and the elevation to which the gospel of Christ has brought
her and can bring her degraded sisterhood elsewhere, and again that
she alene can have access to the women of pagan countries. The
severe restrictions of the seraglio, harem, zenana, forbid a man to
approach Fastern wives and mothers, even in capacity of a physician,
There are perhaps forr hundred million women who, if veached at all,
must be reached by Christian women.

Jerome in his letter to Ctesiphon says that Simon Magusfounded his.
heresy by the help of Helena, a prostitute. Nicolaus of Antioch, the
founder of all impuritics, led about troops of women. Marcion also
sent in advance to Rome awoman for his greater pleasure. Apelles
had Philumena for a companion. Montanus first corrupted Prisca and
Maximilla with gold and then polluted them with heresy.  Arius, that
he might deceive the world, deceived first the sister of his prince.
Donatus was aided by the fortune of Luecilla. The blind Agape led
the blind Elpidius, and Galla was allied to Priscillian, and Justinian
and Theodora were associated.

Iven so has God ordained woman’s work for the conversion of the
world to be the great auxiliary to man’s endeavor.

A student at Auburn inquired, ¢“Shall T go to the heathen married
or single?” Dr. Eli Smith replied, ¢ By all means, married. 1. Be-
cause o single man must depend on another missionary’s wife for home
comforts, ete., which is unfuir. 2. Because the question is not whether
he shall take care of her, but she of him. 3. Beeause a single man
in the Bast is looked npon as corrupt. 4. Because woman proves the
equal, if not the superior, of man in Christian work.” He might have
added, Beciuse nothing more influences the heathen mind than the
exhibition of what Christianity makes woman and heme life.

Woman’s work in the conversion of the world may be considered
from four points of prospect.

1. The womanly nature and character.

2. The relation woman peculiarly bears to Christianity.

3. Woman’s identification with her own sex in pagan lands.

4. Woman’s opportunity and responsibility in the education of
children.

Woman sets us the example of self-sacrifice. The Roman maidens
gave their tresses to make bowstrings for the Roman soldiers, in the
second war with Carthage. ‘T'he Tyrian girls gave their long locks to

2



