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ACADIA ATHENAEUM.
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just as hard to do a small thing well as a
largo one, the diffioulty of the deed is-the
gusgo of the power that isrequired for its
doing. It was a very forcible romark, ta
which o visitor at Niagara Folls ;sve ut-
terance, when ho said that considenag tho
relntive power of its authory, he did nop
cunsider tha cataract as remarkable a pieco
of work as the Suspension Bridge. And
it ;may bo truly said that there is no work
within the power of mau that God has
1.ct been below it in a wurk smaller, and
possibly humblerstill. A man may think
it beneath his dignity to till the spil, yet
his Maker breathes upun that suil and
works ia it, that it may pruduce fuud to
keop hunan dignity from siarving. | Alas!
human dignity! X do not know what to
make of you.

GONVERSATION.

Ir is a pleasant recveation for tho stu-
dént harassed’ with kmotty Greek roots,
gbstruse matheinatical problems, or dubtile
metiphysical distinctions, to engage inan
animated, jovial chat.  The topic may be
genoral, Tocal or refiective.  Oljective
subjects, as o rule, aro preferable for suck
exdreisd. Xt eulivonsthe spivits, awakens
new trains of thonght, devalonss the social
element in his nature. If no suitable
companion can be found at leisure, with
whom to break the monotony .of his life
for an hour or s0, to relax the stmain on
his in‘ellectunl netves without lessening
their power, an equsTty exhilaxatitig effect
will bo realized in easting a glance back-
ward to watch the social movements and
idiosyncrasies of distinguished men.  Per-
chanco of the authors he siudies. True
tho shady past veils our vision from sur
voying the oxdct expression of counte-
nance, the merry twinkling of the.eys,
the peculiar demeanour of each. "W hear
not the barsh, gratiug voice of one, nor
the dulcit, silvery tones of another. Yot
e can perceive. much of ‘their real, inner
lifo in their mingling with the world as
privats individuals. By looking at them
in this way we remove their stilts. Men
who wrote dry, hard text-books ; who saw
things clearly that = cannot anderstand,
and sometimes wish they nover had, are
thereby rovealed to be the merriest, most
cntertaining souls of tho age.  Nut unfre-
quently the-facts of biography destroy our
fantied hero or clown. Virgil, the very
embodiment of poetical spirit and expres-
sion, wo are told was heavy in convorsa-
tion. Dante we unexpectedly find satir
ical, and MMilton itritable, displeased if,
urged to colloquial intercourse. Gy,
liko tho ruse that * was buta to blash un-
seen,” oxcept on rare occasions was born
to smile pnscen and talk unheard.  Swift
with his sherp wit and keen, withering

o

nessin company.  “ Goldemith wrote like
an sngel, and talked like poor Poll.”
Mon of eloguence seem to havo attained
a higher pluce in tho reulm of colloquial
discourse. Fox was inoxhaustible in his
vatizty and vivacity Burke was ever
fuund plessant and enthugiastic.  Curran
is described 48 a convivial deity, svaring
into every region, freo and easy in all,
Exporience ovidontly teaches thai con-
versational ability raroly runs parllel
with a man's depth and power of thought.
It is & peculiar ondowment of nature to
talk well with a fow or a single person, as
much as to sway with fervid, eloguence
the immense multgudo. _An endowrent
preeminent in demanding, and very sus’
coptible to growth and developmen} by
coristant exorcise. It opens a broad
sphere of labotr and influencs ; discovers
a pathway to tho real motives and lifs of
¢ moh whed nothing' elso will Thd
Tho orator* ovétwhelms, bxtites, com-
maids § the poes attracts, pleases, gnidés ;
the conversatinnalist appeals to the indi-
viduality of «ach,aud by his adaptability
wields more exclusive cantrol where he
enters. The formot tive addreds, thém-
selves moro to the general, the common
passions and reasone of mankind ; tho-lat-
ter to the particular, the personal charac-
teristics of each. Poetry and cloguence
resomble the rolling river, rapid, deep,
exhaustless; conversation is the winding
riiountain stream that penetrates with un-

 noticed progress whero the other could

never flow.

OHARACTER.

CraracTar hiss been defived as  that
which lies in or pertains Yo the porson and
is the mark of what he id”® W0 are fre-
guently led to a decision with respect to
the character of auy individual by noting
the character of his associates ; in fact, so
universal has this idea become that it has
passed into.-a common; saying that a man
13 known by the compan; he kecps.

"Tis said thet ¢ poets ase born, not
made,” and we willing admit this ; but we
believe characters are made rather than
born. If thab is true which we some-
times hear, that a man can make hitaself
what he wishes, surely then wa can forin
our chameterg a8 we will, for in this case
we denl with passiona rather than with
the force of circumstances. :

Character is nat 8o mgch the out growth
~f that, which.dwells within asthat which
is formed by training and its fostering,
inflacuces surrounding us. We might
mention a fow of thp causes which affect
the formation, of charmcter : society, nn-
tural, inclinations, and passions,.the pro-
fessions and trades pursued, and the lo-
calities in which one resides; these.are

a fow of the many causes which might be

sarcasm, was noted for his pbseriminded- l reforred, fo. :

Tho charactors of difflosz«* persong are
differontly affecte by the wame ecenes

and circumnstances, That vhich in tho §

mind of one would create sensniions of
joy and. pleasnre, would .in the gase of
another be attended with pity, scorm and
contympt-,. in tho mind of cnp, is rajsed a
desire for a repétitivn of the sgene, another

is led to the deformination nof ¢ e.uphbld .

such acts.

'To posseus & charactor firmly and cor §

reetly founded and funned, ib,is very
necessary that we should be subjected to
a course of jndicious trpining from infoncy,
for after haviug arrived at manhood, we

all know how very diffieultit is to éharige §
old babits and cystoms, and ¥t of B
thought and mgdes of action. We'may §
thus s00 how il important it is to liave §
our characters rightly ‘formed in youth, B
so that whon we'arrive ¢ the staturd of ¥

b, we'mey the betier b abla'to’tope

succéssfully with the cires, and’ troubles,
strive to dig deep and lay o sure founda-
tion, so that neithier sneers nor smilés, nor B

sud’ temiptations- of life.
any other thing, will turn us fromthe
right. ' o

and well laid on a sure and sound basis ;
let me see him fully impressed with tho

idea taat that character miost be upheld |

no matter it what posifion of life or in

what position of sociely’ ho may. stind, |

and I will guarantee indt ho will be a

man of influence, aud that wherever he }

is, under whatever circumstances he may
be placed, he will exert an inflaencs-that

must be felt5 and 3f he usés that influ- B
ente on the side of right, as lic surely will §
if ho is. a good ard trie man, he’will-be [

classed as one of nature’s noblenen;-a

t

child of God'and & worthy homehciont §B

friend of the race.

Personals,

A. J. StEyESS, A. B, 75, since our last BB
issuo has beext ordsined over the Baptist §i

Church st Xentville. 1tis our wishthat
tho success which- has attonded ‘himiin
the past may be
fold-and more.

Mi Sover WeLrox of lash yoar's
Fresbman Class, ha3 also been ordained.

We aro tojoicod to learn thot his’Tabors S

ave highly appreciated and frehtly blost,
and tl?n‘t he is reaping an ¢bundanf har
vest, ’ ’

" Tae Rev. .vC‘:;I;i. McDonald,.uf.o‘rmor :

student of Acndis, r¢cently paid us u

flying visit, arid preached tous with great [

scceptanco .in the Academy Hall, .oz
Sundsy, the 10th inst. We undesstand
that he purposgs leaving hia present field
of labour to take a . Theological course at
Newton. - - . ' .

Show me a man-whoso charactetis firm §

incrensed unb-hirdied |
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