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cioty that is really required to carry out these cnactments, to ren-
der them of any use or virtue, we would have just such u state of
socicty that would render any euch enactments quite unnecessary
and uncalled for. Insupport of this my positiun, ullow me to present
briefly, the law, us existing now for some ycars, as regards tavern
licenses.  Firet—it is enacted—*¢ That no licenses shall be granted
Jor an inn or public house, unless the person applying shall first
have a certificate of his being a proper person, from the Magis-
trates in his division."” And no such ccrtificate shail bo given
“without a testimonial of good chmacter from the hands of the
Parzon and Town Wardens, or from reputable and substantial
houscholders This certificate certifics—** That A. B isa per-
son of soher hubita, good fame and conversation, and that ke is o
proper person to be entrusted with a license to keepan inn, whick
we further certify is muck required in the neighhorhood of the
kouse, §-c.” Thelaw requires, tuo, that he* Be possessed of a dioel-
ling hnuse, containing, at least, three rooms beyond those vequired
Sor the fammity, and three beds over and above wanted for the use
of the family, and to be possessed of a zood stable for at least
two pair of korscs 1 ho hath such & house and such a eertifi-
cato, ho is to petition the Magistrates fora licensc, in which he
says—< That his house is well adapted for the accommodation of
travellers, and in a neigborhood where an ‘nn is muck wanted.”
To the Magistrates to whom this comes, it iz onacted that ** They
shall have power to limit the number of inns, and the said Jus.
tices shall enquire into the character of the applicant, and the ex-
pediency sof increasing the number of inns;* and so guarded is
the law, that it is further cnacted— That no Mugistrate, being a
brewer or distller, or retailer of any spirituous liquors, or a
partner with any such, shallact or be present at any licensing
merling,or at any nceting for the transfersing of licenses ; nor
in case he shall be the owner of any house licensed or about to be
licensed. It ie further cnacted — That at the Lume of granting
such licenses, the Justices shall frame rules and regulations for
innkeepers—a copy of which, [ir the information af the travel-
lers, shall be fixed in some conspicuous place in cvery house li
censed.” ‘T'he law is thus particolar, with 1espect to the person to
whom, the places where, and the parties by whom licenses are
granted; but not content with all this, the person vbiaining a li-
censo nust enter into bonds, himself in the aum of £10, and two
surctics in tho sum of £5 cach, 1o be levied on their respective
goode and chattele, lands and tenements, to the use of our said
lady the Queen ;» il he docgnut “keep good order and rule in
the said house, and in any out-houge, yard or garden, or other
place thereunto belonging,” and the licenee he then procures is
anly ** during the continuance of good crder in the said inn, and
duly observe all rules, regulations, smatters and things, respecting
inns.” Notwithstanding all this caution on tho part of the Par
liamont—indced the greatest passible  cautinn—their enactments
do not etop here, but provide that * Any innkeeper suffering per-
20ns to continue drinking and tippling, shall forfeit 10s. upon
conviclion hefors one justice.™ What can be more sinct? for
“ tppling,” not getung drunk, to * forfeir 102" (and the costs
would Lo about 15s. more,) and that before orly one Justico 7 and
any of the persons so found « tippling or drinking, on conviciion be
Jorc a Justice of the Peaze, on view or oath of one witness, shall
Jorfeit 3s. 4d. (and cosls bear 1n mind,} to be collected by dislresa
and sale of goods, if not paid in one weck,” and if the innkeeper
himsclf shall bo found ¢ tippling*® hic is ta be fined as abuve, * and
shall, morcover, for the space of thice yrais be disabled from
keeping such houte,” and cvery person who * skall be drunk and
concicted thereof before one Justice, on ticw or oath of onc wit

ness, shall forfeit for the first offence 8s, and if not immediately
paid and no goods found, ke shall be put in the stocks 6 houre ;¥
and on u second conviction the affender shall be lound with two
sureties, in the sum of £10, with condition to be from henceforth
of good behaviouy.”?

1 have, I think, euccessfully proven that if Parliamentary enact-
ments could havo atoppad tho pragress of intempceranee, it would
have beon stopped long cre this.  But still you ery  Petition Par.
lisment,” und adviso socictics to frame their petition only to this
effect :—That in cvery loeality, in which it is proposed to open &
tavern, the people who reside there should have an apportunity of
expressing their mind vpon it, by remonstrance or otherwise, and
if theg, by a majority arc unfayorable to the proposed tavern, it
then should bo prolubited by the Legistature,” and you then ask
« Why should thie magistrates and the tavern-keepcers have it in
thcir powor to thrust the fire-water upon a reluctant commumity !
‘To this 1 beg to muke two remarks—l1st. TFhat tho people
in every locality in wlnch it has been proposed to open a ta-
vern, have alwuys had an *‘opportunity of cxpressing their
mind en it and that il & “majority" hed at any ume,
“remonstrated"” agninst ‘e proposed tavern,” it would, in
no case, Kore been granted. Licenses ars always granted
in open court, and before granting ono, the chairman aske
aloud, * Is there any objection to A. B. geltng a license o
keep an inn.”  Scveral attempts have been mado to hinder such
being granted; but in no casc have tho partics heen onabled to got
a* majority” againet it. The innkeeper's petition would often
have 3 to 1 against the ono aganst him.  2udly. The very thing
you propose to petibon fur, I think vou now already havo; for by
the late Munwcipal Act, 12 Vicloria, chap. 81.scct. 31,—It is
enacted that the Township councils inay mako by.laws, ** For re- ||
gulating inns, taverns and alehouscs, and all huuscs whero spiri-
tuous liquoraor any other manufactured beverage may he sold or
drank thercin, and to limit thclnumber of them, &¢.* ‘Then if the
“snajority™ you speak of can be found, they must be attended to.
But. Mr. Editor, I much regret to say, that thero * majorities,”
against such houses, cannol ho found. T.ct us sfop pelitioning,
but remain circulating the Advocate, Jecturing, distributing tec.
total tracts, &c., &c., and by these means produce such a statoof
socioty that there will be no customers. "Then théro will bo no
anas, and consequently no Parlinmentary enactments,

ALDR
Oxfrrd County, March 1-5:h, 1850,

P. S. 1 may add, that of the twenty cares tricd bofore me
within tho last six monthe, cighlcen have beon occasioned by
drink. . J. b

[ We shall offer some rematks on thia letter in our next.—Ep
C. T. A.)

——

A NEW « DIVISION.”

A ehort time 2inco T intimated through your columns that it
was i contemplation to open a Division of tho Sonz of Temnper-
wnco n this eity, and bave now to ask you to record the faot, that
1 Division was opened on the cvening of the 23rd March, and the
accessary officers eppointed.  Thero have been two meetings
ance, at each of which several new candidates have been pro.
posed for admission,  This arder 1s likcly to spread very rnpidly‘"
evergthing connected with sts operations being #0 simple and
ret so complete an to scrve all the purposcs of the most compli-
cated machmery of such sociclics, for the purposc of ahiting the
members, and ot the same Limo preventing imposition.  Let me,

rccommenu - you lo st as an adeerlisoment on yoor Jast ll




