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guidance of God's word, anid if hie couIM
scarch into the secrets of their lîeart, lie nuight
discover that thoro wvas a strtigglo thore for a
short limie botwocn the vanitios of the world
and the favour of God. But hie w'ould soon find
that thoy rocovorcd thoir wontcd character-
that the liw of God wis recogrnizcd by thom to
bc of paramouint importanc-that tho sugges-
tions of'tho carthly principlo wvas rojoted-andl
that thoy wvent on tlioir way with the iav of
God in thecir baud, asid most earnostly desirous
of conforining every part of their conduct to its
decisions. Ir ho contintod to mark the conduct
of such persons for a considerable timo, hoe
wvouid sec te samo uniforin sustained course
of obedionco to the precopts of tho divino laiv.
Iftho observer %vans ouily candid in griving us a
truc narration of %what fol undor bis observation,
he wotuld most certainly say that hoe had %vit-
nessed mon living in tho midst of a world which.
ivas filod with evcry thingr fittod to excite tho
dopraved appotites of the soul, ani that they
wvere obviousiy uiiinfluencod by them. [le
wvouid say that hoe sawv othor mon drawvn away
by the inimediate prospect or enjoyniont which
tho continuai recurreuceofn new events and notv
scenos opened tip to thom, but that in these mon
who pro fessed to have rceivcd Christ, lie liad
r-een an ontirciy differeat spirit. He could not
wvell understand wvhat peculiarity of character
and temperamieat thoy possossed, for they were
aitogothor unafl'ected by thoso motives wvhich
wrought so powerfnlly upon other mon. Hie
saw throngbout their whoie deportmeat a se-
riousness in regard te religion. It was not a
spirit that existed for oniy a short timo that hoe
witnessed, but it was steady and sustained se-
riousness. They neyer appeared to be taken
off their guard. The element wvhich, perv'aded
their presence seemed to bedevout. They were
the uniform patrons of ail that is decorous in
outward conduet, of ail that is moderato in
regard te the eajeymnents and picasures of the
world. Thcy were always meek and gentie in
their demeanour. They were alvays ready te
instruet thcir ncighbours and friends in the doc-
trine of tho gospel. The Sabbatli ias their de-
light. They were men thatpergevered in prayer
to God. They wvere men in short, wvho seemed
to, have every motive and principie of' their souis
influenced by a system. of things noWhere visi-
ble in this world, and shadowed forth, only in
tho inspired narratives o!' the sacred volume. It
Vould, bc a very natural train of reflection for a
person whio thus obscrved the conduet of' thoso
4ervants o!' God, to turn bis eyes on bis own
,conduct, aad if we should suppose him to be

I ingecnuotis ene ugh to state tUiccontrast that ex-
isted betwcon himsclf, and that of thoso per-
sons concerning wvhom we have been speaking,
it woulcl bo enotigh to makoe him pause, and ear-
nostly te investigate tho cause of' the difl'erence
that existcd botwvcon thomn. lHc wonld tell us
candidly, thiat as for Min, lio couid not by any
mens acquiro that spirit o!' sustained devout-
inoss wvhich hoe sav to bo se marked a principlo
iii the character o!' the persons of w~hom, wve
have jnst spokea. H-e wvould say that thiere
wvere particular semsons when mnmentnry feel-
ingrs of a serions h-ind werc impressod upon him,
but ho could not by any possibiiity renlize their
hiabituai eriouisnes5. 'l'lies siigbitost intercourse
witli the wvorid, put to flight evcry serions
thougrht from bis mid. Ho couldbhoserions on
tho deaîh of a friend, or hoe conld bo serions
whien hoe was brou ght to a sick bced, or ho conid
bc serious w'bon ho heard somo awakening ser-
mon about. the necessity or repentance and the
terrors o!' the judgmeat day, but that seriouness
should porvado the wbio extent o!' his lifo tvas
far beyoad ail that ho could possibly accomplish.
ic wvould tell us, besides, that lie posscssod no

sustainod resoluition, to rcsist the influence o!'
circumstoaces. H-e could not; conceive howv
the ivill oa ay class ot mon, could be so stead-
fastly turned in tho direction of virtue and
hoiincss, that it tvas, apparently, proof ogyainet
ail the varieties of timos, of places, or o!' coni-
pany. As for him, bis ezpirit wvas easily sednced
into the paths of vanity and foliy. WVhen tho
temptation came round, ho immediateiy yiclded.
The principle of sin, which. dwclt within him,-
was se strong, that it broke, at once, through
the feebie resointion which ho had formed to,
restrain it. Ho hadl ofien in secret resoived to
lay asido his bcsctting sin, but hoe found theso
resolutions to bc weck as water, in the hour of
his triai. The pieasures of iife intoxicated bis
soul. The mirth of associates when they came
in bisw~ay, dissipated ailhis seriousness. The
sympathies and silies of the worid couid not
be put away by him, and se tho iaw of God, hoe
thouglit not of'. It nover eatered into his mnd.
se as to lay its authoritative arrost on his sin-
fuiness and folly, and, altogether, forgetful of
God, hoe is passing long periods of time in the
same stalo o!' moral imbecility. When the
man thus contemplates lis own exceoding
proneness to smn-bis own love for imrnediato
enjoymert-his feebleness in repulsing the very
smallest temptations-his confirmed caraality
-his strangcness in regard to the holy ways
o!' God-tbo fruitiessness of bis attempt to imi-
tale the manners of the people who are se pro-


