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. SONR OF THF, DIFFICULTIES THAT MAY LR IX-
PECTED IN THE STUDY OF THE WORD AND WAXS
oF GOD,

Tt is known to cvery one who has had experi-
in the Lusiness and affairs of life, that valua-
» things can scldom be acquired but at the ex-
seof greatpaing andlabour. They whowould
wealth must submit to the toil and drad-
ry of business, or hazard their health and life in
orcign and insalubrious climate ; they who would
ccced inthe carcer of ambition must ply all those
nous and laborious arts which are necessary to
eirend. Nor arcthe distinctions of science and
erature to be obtained on casier conditions. Ma-
long hours of study and solitudc are necessary
'gain cven a tolerable name, and to prevent the
sroach of ignorance anddulness. Itisa general
w, indced, which cxtends to v cry luman pur-
it; that Jabour aud attention are the conditions
) whichalone cinincuce is to be attained.

We shallnot at present cnquire at much length,
the rcasons aud advantagcs of this condi-
of things, The proofs for the reality of e
istence are cvery where around nnumerable ;
since it is %o, it would be foolish to xum-'ulc,
pposing religious hnowledge tobe valuable, that
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itcould be acquired onany othier terns than those on
which other valuable things arcacquired. Itisnot
casy indced to imagine any other scheme of jm~
parting kuowledge to man, in his present circum-
stances, than that which las been adopted by our
great Creator.  Our rcligious knowledze and feel-
g might, it is truc, have been divectly communi-
cated and stamped upon our minds by the finger
of God, and it might have determined our actions
with the infallibility of instinct; but, had this
becn the casc, man would not ther have been what
he now is, a rational, voluntary, and moral being,
but an animal similar in kind to the brute tribes
which roam around him, and superior to them only
by amorc exquisite organizationand a more cle-
vated direction of his imstinctive powers, and not
by moral worth or rational attainments, If his
characte s a moral agent be preserved, it is not
casy to conjccture auy other possible scheme of
unproving his moral and intellectual nature than by |
gradual advances depending such on his own per-
sonal exertions,

But it is prcsumptuous and unphilosophical.to
furm conjectures and theorics of things unsup-
portcd by any factscxisting in nature.  'Were this

mode of reasomng to be allowed, objections might
be made agumnst the frame and constitution of the



