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receipts for The Presbyterian ; but itis still
greatly in arrears, as there are upwards of
twenty students who will require to be aid-
ed by it this winter. It is therefore hop-
ed that all our congregations will give in
proportion as God has prospered them ; and
especially that those ministers, who, while
themselves at Queen’s University were ena-
bled to pursue their studies by the aid de-
rived from Bursaries, will not be unmindful
of the timely assistance thus afforded them,
but will prove their remembrance of it by
stirringup their congregations to contribute
liberally to this valuable scheme: Remit-
tances are to be addressed to John Paton,
Esq., Kingston.

EXPERIENCE hasshown that annual
Sabbath collections for each of the Schemes
cannot generally be depended on as a re-
liable means of sustaining them. However
this may be accounted for, it is quite plain
that some other means must be used in
pearly all our congregations or the Schemes
must languish.  The micerable result
of such collections is surely not to be
regarded as a true index either of the sense
of duty or the interest in the work of our
Church which our people feel. The diffi-
culty is probably pot in destitution of
means, even in the poorest congregation,
por is it in an absolute want of liberality,
but rather in the lack of a deeply felt per-
sonal interest. Among remedies which
might be proposed, we suggcst one which
will tend both to promote an interest in
the work of the church, and an increase
ot funds. This plan is particulaily appli-
cable to towns and villages. The existenre
of a Ladics' Society or Association will
facilitate the working of the plan. Cou-
sidering the many ways in which such a
society can benefit the Church, itis exceed-
ingly desirable that there should be one
formed in every congregation.

Instead of theoretically describing the
plan suggested, an actual case will best
make it plain. It was adopted a vear ago
in a small congregntion, very weak both in
pumbers and in pecuniary abihty. The
primary object in view was to raise 850 for
the Home Mision. A Ladies’ Society,
being in exi-tenue, took the management.
Four committees of two ladies each visited
the people who attend the church, de<crib-
ed to them the Schemesytheir management.
&c., and ascertained what amount each
peison was willing to contribute monthly

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

thus obtained with subscriptions ranging
from 5 to 25 cents Six small books, about
4 by 3 inches, were then prepared, just
large enough on two pages to have a co-
lumn on the left for the names, then one
for the amount of subscription, and 12
narro® columns to enter the monthly pay-
ments. The whole list was divided into
six according to the locality of the subscrib-
ers, and one of these small lists was en-
tered in each bock. Six of the larger
children of the Sabbath School were then
engaged as collectors, name and authority
being inscribed in the book.  On the first
Saturday of each month they call on their
subscribers, obtain their contributions, and
report to the Treasurer who keeps a larger
book of the same fotm, and enters the
payments as received. The interest in the
matter is thus kept up, and the regulanty
of the collector’s visit promotes punctuality
in the payments. A few who do not wish
to be called on wmounthly, make an annual
subscription payable to the Treasurer
directly.

Where there is not 2 Ladies’ Society the
work might be done by the session or
managers. In the country it would be
difficult to get the collecting done regular-
ly. Perhaps there it would be well to have
small books or cards left with each family
when far apart, or with two or three fam-
ilies when living near;—returns to be
made quarterly. In this case it is desirable
that all the members of families should
contribnte to excite the interest of the
childien in the church’s work.

In the instance referred to, besides 850
for the Home Mission, a sum was raised for
the other Schemes, far larger than could
have been realized a'togetlier by church
collections.  Tne plan is earnestly recom-
mended to the cousideration of our min-
irters and people generally.  We attach
very great importanoe to the Schemes of
the church, and by consequence to syste-
matic effortin their behalf. Confident that
the best interests of the churci. are invol-
ved in their virrorous maintenance, we shall
be clad to receive suggestions which may
be useful to congreations.

WE are pleased to see that donations
of suitable books continue to find thar
way to the Library of Queens College.
A list will be found among our adver-
tisements.  This is a very simple but also
a very useful method of benefiting the
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