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P\l'l'll IN Gub.

I Kxpw a widow verv poor,
Who four small chilidren hud,
The olilest was hut four years old,

A gentle wodesg lad.

And very Liard that widow tolled.
To feed her children four:

An hionest pride the woman felt,
Tho’ she was very poor.

To labour <hic would leave licr house,
For children must bo fed ;

And glad wasshe when she could get,
A shilling's worth of bread.

Andthiswas all the childeen had,
Onany day to cat:

They drank their watez, ate their bread.
Bat acver tasted meat.

Quo Jay the snow wa, falling fast,
And pierctug was the air,

I thought that 1 would go and sce,
How these puor children were.

Ero lang I reached their choerjess home,
*Twas searched by every breezs ;

When goingz on. the eldes: child,
Isaw upon his knees.

I paused to tisten to the Loy,
Who never raised his head,
But still went on and sald,
* Give us this day our daily bread”™

I waited till the boy was done,
Still Hstening as hio pmyeid,

And when he rose, Tashed Lim why
Thoe Jord’s prayer he had said ?

Why si. said lie, this morning, when
Mvmother wentaway ,

Sho crled hecauso she said
She had no bread for us to-lay.

* He sall we children now ust starve,
Our father being dead ;

And then 1 ald him ot 10 cry,
For [ would get somo bread,

* Qur Fatlier.” sir, the praver begins,
Which makes me think that he,

As we bave no kind father here,
Would our kind Father be.

* And then you kuoow the prayer ¢oo,
Asks God for Lread cachday;

So in the corner sir, I went,
And that’s what tnade me pray.”

1 qoleklsy left that wrotched roof,
And weng with hissty sicp §

And very soon was back agejan,
With Lread enough to cat.

1 thonght God heand mie, eald tho Loy, ~
I anvwered with anod

I conllnot speak, bul muecl T thougbt,
Ofthat boy's falth in Gud.

Hicligious Wiscelians,
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JUBILEE OF THE BRITISIf AND FOREIGN
BIBLE SOCIETY.

AT a meeting of the Committee, apecially summoncd,
held at. the Society’s House, 10 Earl Street, Black-
friats, London, on Monday, December  ¢h, 1852.—The
Right Hon. the Earl of Shaftesbury, Presilent of tho
Socioty in tho Chair, it was

Beswlved, That the year commenting March 7, 1853,
Leing the Socicty’s Fifticth Year, beobserved asa year
of JInbilce, with tho view—

Of specially commemorating tho I)mno goodncss, 80
abundantly vouchsafed to the Societyin itsorigin, carly
history and subsequent progress.

OF bearing nrenewed public testimony to the Divino
haravter anid claims of the Bible, and to the right of
every individual of the human family to posscss and
read the same § and

OF prowotivg, by new and vigorous cfforts, tho
widest possible circulation of the Seriptures, both at
homo and abroad.

That all elergymon and ministers throughout the em-
pire, fricmdly to the Socicty, be rezpectfully requested
to present its claims totheir wongreg rations, by preaching
sermous and making collections in its behall, Where
thero s no local impediment, it is submitted that March
13, being the first Lord's day in the Jubilee Year, would
Le appropriate for the purpose,

‘That it be recommended toall the :‘\u:sllnnes. Bran-
ches, and Associations in 1he Upited Kingdom, and the
Colonics, to celebrato the Jubileo, by setting a part a
day, most convenient to themselves, fora Spccial Pub-
lic Meeting; to be precedcd @f notalready done) by
Sermons and Collections in the various places of wor-
ship.

‘Cbat a Special fund be opened, to consist of Dona-
*ions. Congrenational Collections, Sunday-school Con-
tributions, Juvenile and other offerings, and to be call-
ed * The Jubilee Fund” of the British and Toreian
Bible Society.

That the Jubileo Fund bo appropriated to the fur-
therance of the following objects, tho Contribators will
be at liberty to specify to which of these objects their
offering sball be devoted :—

1 Special grants of Bibles &ad Testaments to Pris-
ons, Schools,and Missions—rith other Charitable aud
Benevolent Inatitations throvgbofit- Great Britain.

2 Special Grants to Ircland, in such ways asmay
hereafter be determined upon.

3. Special efforts in India, Australia, and other Bri-
tisb Colonics, by agencies, grants, or otherwisc.

4 Special Grants t5 China, ana si :h other parts of
the world as may appear ¢p-'n to spe.ial opurations.

5 The e ~Llishment of a special and separate Fund,
from the annual produce of which pecuniary aid may
be granted, at the discretion of the Comuiittee, to per-
sons in the employ of the Soc™ sy, including the Col-
porteurs abroad, and to their widows and cbildren,
when in circumstances to rcqlurc such md

(Lo lbe Christiun ll;_\\)cm]'.r)
« HOW TO RAISE FUNDS”

Tnr demand for funds in aid of good objects is uni-
versal, constant, imperaave  The poor must be fed,
clothed aud educated.  Charitable institutions must be
founded for the deaf) the blind, the dumb.  Schoot-
bousvs, houses of worship. s 4 parsonages must be built
and repaired.  Colleges must be endowed, Academies
must ba fitted up, Temperance Halls provided. Poblic
School, and Church-libraries must be purchascd. The
pastor, tho teacher, the urganist must be paid. To the
Sailor, the destitute at honie, and the heatken atroad,
the gospel must be preached. Al these and a host of
allies cry, « Give, Give !”

To satisfy these demands various methcds ace in
operation.  Bepning men, begging women, and beg-
ging chillren are atwork. Aninportunzie press,busy
collcctors and hungry agents arein the field, Charch
rates are levied, voluntary subseripiions circulated and
contributions scught. And last butnot least of tho
modern enginery, most resorted to, are Donation Visits.
Soirees, Lea Aleetings, and Bazaars.
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The duty of giving lilerally and to some extent, the
manner of giving, are variouslyset forth in otber Scnp-
tures.  Without pursuinz the enquiry further in this
direction, itmay bo remarked,—1, That if the spirit of
the injunctionsin tho (). T.and the clearly expressed
Tfaw of” the gaspel on this subjrct were carried out,there
would bo amplde sunds for charitable objects.—

s« Every ouc” woull give sometling, sad all would
give as much as they wero alle—sas God bad Y pros-
pered” them, By conecientiously atteading to the duly
every Sabbatb, the claims on their’ benevolence would

be well cousidered and the dlslnbuhon ol’ (.launs would
bo proportionate. Giving all that duty required, God
would demand no more, the world’'s wants would ask
no mora, it would not beright todomore. What room
would then be left for exciting appeals? These and
all tho machinery of artful intriguo would bo works of
supercragation as well as of mischief. 2, If the ingpired
rule wero observed, the giver would be greatly benefit-
el in performing his deeds of charity, Beneficence
woull bea wmatter of moral and religious dizcipline. It
would do people good to give from good matives, on the
strength of good principles. A well informed consci-
ence would be thomover, and would thrive by the busi-
nezs. ‘The external pressure of human sympar’ y and
hutnan exaggeration could be dispens 4 with,  Chiris.
tian character ~vould be developed in strength and
beauty. Religion would be honored. Conscicnco and
knowledge would banish stingy professors from the
churches, and that would be an unspeakable blessing;
for they aro so self condemned and shrivelled by covet-
ousrtess as to be about useless, others are overburdoncd
tero” {L.# thievish parsimony, and the cause of Christ
suffers from their untold disgrace. 3. In this way re-
ligion would send a bealthful tide of influcace into the
world. The example would stand before mankind, a
noble monument to Hecaven torn benesolence; tu
shame and purify the selfishiness of worldlings. Reli-
gion would have practical power,and pressonto the
farthest corners of the carth. 4, e cannot doubt
that such a system of henevolenco would secure in re-
turn arich reward . lemporal blessings.

1t may be observed of Tea meetiugs and Bazaars,
perhaps especially the former, that often they are liable
to the charvo of unprofitableness, * they cost more than
they coms to.” Tt is proverbial shat in their arrange-
ment the fatizue and exposuro of health on the part of
females, are excessive, ~ Fof das—'g, weeks-and montbs
as the case may be, their mindsare on the rack seeking
{or donations ang little presents, their eyes pained and
fingers worn with stitching, themselves cxhausted by
divers cookings. The vortex curren. of the coming
cventattracts and abeorbs well nigh all they aghr, specch
and cffort. Household dutiesare then strangely and

adly neglected.  Finally when the beggings and plun-
Jurings and offcrings, free will and coased from far and
n2ar are all within hail, the affair comes off with a
crowil. Too seldom are there the conveniences of ac-
commodation, &e. A money qualification 33 no bar 1o
the rabble.  Then look out for the smashings, the spler-
didl leavings and wan faces. And when you have
counied the cost of the material, of the bustle, and the
reaction on overtasked minds and muscles, sum up the
procceds and strike the balance. It may not alwayg
be on the wrong side ; but rery frequently peo; leof the
more judicious class declare that it would have been
better and ckeaper if the friends of the object had just
put their hands in their pockets and paid the bil}, or
had applicd themselves individually in other ways to
the work of carning and collecting the amount.

A more scrious objection to such mcans of raising
funds, is, that while attention is thus bestowed, we
generally witness a decline of <pirituality on the part of
Christians, and little or 1o seriousness on the subject of
religion among the unconverted.  The tension of mind
is 100 severe and nssumes toomuch of a worldly charac-
ter, to produce any otherresult.  An accurate observer
will mtely expect a revival of religron during the pro-
cess of such things, or until some time after. And
while looking at the interests of religion wo canot for-
bear a glance at some consequences of a less local and
less temporary character. Persons of almost all classes
attend Tea meetings xnd Bazaars, and from what they
witness then and there they form in part their estimate
of religion.  And in so far as professors of religion are
the originators or managers, the santtions of religion
aro claimed, and the world’s inferences cannot be easily
pamod Vhenever therefore, for the sake of increas-
ing tho procceds on such oceasions,the principle of
chance is introduced, undue enticements resorted to,—
anything which by the strictest rules of morality would
be reckoned diskonest in other transactions rehgxon suf-
fers.  \What thien must te thought of lnddmg Jor rings
deposited in cake, of dravwing lettery prizes, of refusing
change witbout previous notice, of what ¢oo nearly re-



