(thim teo the atinbate of ssnctity
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17 Buat 1hcn is ano\het S\gn nn\l by which
sou may distinguish the Chureh from all other
wocicties ,—it is Universal or Catholic T is not
Unirersal in tho sense of its being necessanly 1n
all places of the world, at all times  This was
not the purpose of out Redeemer. Botitis Ca
tholic, hecavse, Ist, tho tri . on which 1tis built
is, by its owa naturo, esscatially unirersal —
The doctrines which our Saviour revesled, and
taught the Church, being true when Ho uttered
them, were, and are, and will be, truo in all pla
ces, 33 well as in Jerusalem,—will be truo thro'
all time, and all eterony. 24, Because hus com
mission to his Church was 10 make 1t known to
4¢ 31l pations,”” through ** all days, untl the end
of tho world.” 3, Becauso under the comms
sion, its promulgation was not to be succeasfully
fmpeded either by tho rago of the Gentiles, the
vain dehberations of the peaple, nor the fruntless
snd combining asscrablies of kings and princes
against tho Lord and against his Christ.  *¢ Al
Rations” wote tho field of s operations, Its
missisnarics wero not effectually arsested in car
rying tho knowledgo &nd means of redempiion to
oar fallea raco by any bai icado ,~~noither theex-
panso of the ococn, nor the height of moontains,

nor tho dangers of travel, nor tho nigors of chi-

Mate, nor the batbansm of savages, nor the cru-
elty of tyrants, could doter thym from proaching
the Gospel 10 *¢ avery creature ** 4, Tho Chured
3» callod Catholic because, asa matter of fact,
oho s spread through tho entire world.  As an
ontward visiblo society, sho is Apostolic in ongin,
©One in faith, Catholic in cxtension.

18. Atall times sho was, and now is Holy.—
Nor do the bad lives or scandalous morals of her
jadividual members, o oren sometimes of ber
eminent Pastors, destroy or dimmish herrightful
The reasonis
obvious  God doea not apply the coercive force
of Almighty Power either to bring men 1nto the
eommanion of the Church, or to make them per-
sonally holy when they have entered  To those
who are withoat Ho offers the grace of vocation
and of faith that thoy may’ believe and come 1n
foe thase who are within Christ has pronided all
1110 graco and means of sanctificaticn.  But

neither caso does Fle impart gracen eucha man
nerasto deatroy the cxercisc of man syolnmary
concun'ence and free cc-operation Hence, there

' forc, tho sancusy of the Church is by no means

lnvolvcd by the want of sancuty o some of 1te
membcn For she is called Holy becavso  Ist
Tnfinite boYmoss is tho essenbial attnibuie of her
Blessed Founder. 2d. Because the doctrines
which she received from Him, aod which she
preaches, are holy. 34. Becan.sc Bapusm, by
which all men c2n enter hcr coﬁmun ons, clean.
eeth the sou} of those “homcne it with proper
dxsposu;on I'm“m all that is opposed to Huliness.
4th. &uusc all her moral teachings are condu-
¢ive to the same end.  5th. Becauss the efficacy
of her Sacraments, and above all the diiae cha-
racter of the Sacnfice, which :s her highest act
&f public worship, were instituied as means of
applyiog the mexts of Our Sawievr s death for
the sanctification of her children. £th, Because,
in fine, whatever appears as evidence of etinent
holiness—the constancy of martjrs—the courage
of confessors—the punty of virgins—the love of
God—a spint of. zelf-unmolation to pramote the
welfare of man, have distinguished, and still dis-
tinguish, millions of her members, and indicate,
ovea in the practical exhibition ot i, ker clum 1o
pe culled Holy.
19 I mgbt enlarge, dear Reader, on tivs sub-
Jeet, but what 1 have here said is perhaps suff
cient for the preseat. T wonid only remark be.
foro 1 proceed to other considersuions, that so far
as it has been accomphished, the Catholie Chureh
aloge has reslised the objecis for which Chnisti-
enity was instituted  She alone convested Pa
gan nations to the faith of Christ.  Fur you well
remember that large puttions ok of Aes and
Africa were made vical by the preaching of her
messengers and the canuicles uf her Sainis, apes
beforc the impostor of Mecea had raised the Cres-
cent of dominion or uasheathed the sword of ex-
termination 2gainst her children She had con-
werted those countries frm Pagan.am to Chrst-
apity. You will remember that ail the Chnsuan
pations that have beea couverted, 1n Europe ot
Auwmerica, from Paganism to Christanity, were
canverted by the efficacy ofher A posticship alune.
You will remember that no other Christsn asso-
ciation has ever been blessed of God with 2 pow-
er to convert so much as ane single nation, tothe
Tigint of Divine truth Tt may be said that the
Saadwich Islaods are at the present moment an
<cXxception to tho truth of what has just been 28
‘serted.  But the exception Le:a referred to is 80

incomplete that it eannot be sdduced as bemng any |

exception  For, unless tiavellers of wnexecp:
tionable character misrepresent the facts, tho po-
pulation of those islands s tapidly wasung anay,
whilst the wretched remains are said to have an-
bibed more of the vires, than of the virtues of the
Chustians whohave gone among them.  So that,
as a'general proposition, history attests the truth
of what 1 have just said '

20 Read over then, and reflect seriously upon
the subject that has been treated, and tho reason-
inge that have been adduced in tho precceding
paragraphs of this lewer. Thore is here prescn-
tod 10 you A brief culine not only of the Church,
but of those peculiar atinbutes by which God
ongiaally and through ali Lmae cunstituted her a
distinet, united, oniversal Society, esaily distin-
guishable from all otlies asseciations calling them-
solves by her name.  If theso vutward tokens of
her Divino 1dentity thraugh all ages should not
at first impress your mind assirongly as they will
do when yon shall have reflecicd more upon them,
1t may not bo anuss for you to bring any other ve-
ligious association tothe test of comparison by tho
same standard  Ihd it receive its outward orga-
nisation and wisible form from Christ and his
Apostles when tbey wero vissblo on tho carth !
If not, who had a right to usarp the fu ictions of
the Redeemcr? What was its origin'  Again,
is 1t umted, oven denng the peviod of its brief
existence, a8 2 religious society, in the telief of
1ts own ersginal doctrines! Aro its members now
united 1n believing all tho doctrines which the
Socioty professes oven at this day! Aro the
principles caleulatod to hold ita mombors in the
spuntancous unny of trath ! Or rather, are thoy
aot ealcuiatad 1o dinde them into multiplicity of
opinions, without 1ts ventuning to claim for itself,
eren the conscionsness of * whatis truth?” 1las
it. eithcr by its doctrino or its oxtension, any
claim to call itself ** Cathohie,” or ** Universal t*’
Has it converted nations?  Has it furiushed mar-
iyes? O it 1t does claim such, wero they mara
tyrs (that is wutnesses) for tho faith of Christ, or
were they martyrs simply for their own opinions?
As to the other test - Holiness, 3t is almost un-
nezessary that I should mako any remark.—
Sanctity, out of the Church is judged by a very
fallacrons and 2 very arbitary standard. Nor
would I feel auvthonsed o urgo an uncharitable
serutiny 1nto the lives and conduct of individeals,
for tho purpose of ehciting anznswer to this quos-
tion.

21. Neaher s this necessary.  Examine any
onc of these humanly organized socicues, which
calls uself the Church, or a Chutch, or a braneh
of the Church. FExamune it, 1n tho date of its
ongin , 1n the principle of 1ts constuuun ; :n
the character of e foundere , n the mude of s
propagayon . 10 the disputations amung iis mein-
vers conceruing s doctnine, n their divisions
and subduvisivas, s depencence oa human
support, 1n the sagucness, and abiguiy, and
fluctuauons of us creed , 10 the generat sterthiny
of 113 effurts to dscharge the funcions, and ace
cumplish the purpuses for which the Une iloly
Catholic and Aposione Church was insituted,
and it will beno duficult matter stor you todis
unguish betweea the human amitston and the
Dine reality.  The very names of thesg sdcic-
ues suflicicntly determine their character.  They
sre snmetunes called after the 1ndisiduals who
founded them—sometunes afler the civil State,
the gorvernment of wlich created or adopted them
Agam, you will find them designated by some
minur point of pracuce among early Chrisuans,
10 which they aitach pecubiar and patamonnt 1m-
portance—ov by some peculianty 1n their cere-
monies or mode of worship. Now,if you will
tske the pains to trace back the hisiorical thread
of these socieues ta their ongio, you will find
that 1o al] cases, aud without one soliary cxcep-
ton, they wer built on she mere opiou of ther
respectine fuuaders.  Tlus statemont may appear
to Jou starthing, at first sizbi, bul exaamme s
sincily, and you wii find 1t 10 be mdl*puxably
troe.

22, They claimed no new revelation fromGod,
Nor were thero connected with ther ongin,
citnor 3 pew Chnist, or new muracles. or new
Apostles. What then was the bas:s of credibilir
ty on which theiwr new doctrines wero founded?
—Simply the opinioa of the 1ndividual who dis-
corercd a new reading of the Holy Scnptures,
and, ded in inducing others to strengthen
that opinion by the cadorsement of their own.
\When these opinions became strengthened aull
morc, by the approbmon of alarge nymber.of
pereons, the noxt thing was to zyatemat em
in acode, and reduce thom to 2 comeuuona\ far-

maula, called acreed, azticles of belief, confersion

of T'aith, are no Jonger heard of, except when
some unfortunaie mintster s &nder tnal for here-
sy, of 10 thote countries where the civil govern.
ent has made tho Creed a portion of the laws
of tho Jand—it may bo swid, indeed, that the
opinions of the Creed, ag expressed in the furmu.
laries, havo lust all asthority, and «hat cach indi-
stdual is guverned by hus 0wn viowa and not by
theirs, Tlus s decidedly conmstent—for 18 voutd
have been absurd to havo 1ejected tho asuthonty
of the Catholia Church,—to havo emancipated
human reason from the yoko of faihin herteach-
ings merely 1o bring inio elavish subyeciion to
the roligivus opinion of unavthonsed men. Qut
of the Church, thero isno consistency, under the
poaciplo alleged to justify the separavion, vz
that overy anc has the nghtto read the  up-
tures and judge for himscif—except in the  on.
duct of him who pu‘s anay all human authonty
from betweer h.m and the sacred text, reads st
asasoften £ ho will, forms hiz opinons from
day to day, with tho well undorstond primiiege of
altoning or abragating them, as old hight fades
awav, or now light breaks in.

This process, dear Roader, necessanily destrovs
what 1s most essenuial 1o the belief of Christ s
teaching—viz its certamnty. His revelations are
not matters of opiaion, but matiers of fact. His
ductrines are preseated to yon in His Church as
facts and not as speculations.  And out of s
Church you cunnnt by possibility have them gua-
rantecd as facts, but you must receirs them as
spoculations slone  Is not this 2n_uneasy and
unnatutal state of tho human mind ! Do yon
not feel that your spirit yearns after somo per-
naanent anchosage of Divine faith T That 1t longs
for some sohid and secure resting placet—-
Thas 3t cannot be thus always vn the wing, sus.
taiing sts solnary fhght in searching after truth
throngh the bouadless regions of opiniont  W)ll
1t not at loast bo fain, liko the dove of old, to re-
turn with woary pinions, and drooping plumage,
to the Ark from which it went forth—enjoying
Liberty indeed, but finding no repose !

23.—DBut you say you hasc the Bible to fall
back upon. That there, at least, you may dnnk
from tho hiviog fountain,  Alas, dear Reader, 1n
your presant situation you cannot denve from the
perusal of the Scriptures the benefit you antic-
pate. Tho true scnso of the Sersptures 18 one
thing—your interpretation of that seose 13 quite
another.  If you bui'd your faith 10 Chnst and
your hopes of salvation on your unarded interpre-
tatwon of the Scnptutes, you are i)} bmlding
not on the S2vinur's teachiag, but on vour own
fallible apin ns,  Of tlus, however, I will treat
in my next letter,

——————

From the Freeman's Journal
Watkaruro, Tunity Wiathout,
Dec 23, 1847,

My vear Si—The people are every where
starving, absoluwly dying of want. They have
aeither food not clothing,  Th. Roman Casholic
clergy, mght and day, are incessani inrheir la-
buuig tu consvle, and comnfurs, and reconuile them
to their unhappy fate—iw keep them peaccable
and obedient 1o the Jaws  and, under the cie-
cumstances, thewr cilurls nave been cruwned with
success alinost incredible.

Yet, there is 1o tnisrepresentation, however
gros3, that 1s st readily belicved of us.  No ac-
uion, however savage, that we are not supposed
even by houest Enghshmen, capable either of
encouraging ot ¢ In parl i, and
out o) parhiament, hideous slanders hace been
unspari.gly heaped upon our order, and you
hnow that four-and-tweaty hours’ currency 1s
quite enough to make these slanders Engiish
facts where Ireland and her priests ate concerned.
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What are we to do? Countradictions clear and
vnecquivocal, even from ndividuals of our order
spewsally named, aro worse than uscless. Tne
calumnies are repeated by members of paihiament
and i the English press with renewed virulence,
A war of words 13 of no avail. Jndividuals who
make these charges should prove them home,
and let the priest who so far forgot his minustry
be at onco degraded and disgraced. But no suéh
coprse 18 likely to be pursued. ¢Tho rcason 1s
obvious—no pricst was guilty of the conduct im-
puted.

Is not the newspaper giniog publiesy to such
abominable falschoods hable to sn action at law
foa hibell  If such bo the fact, let the pricsis and
wathohic people of Ircland at onca rally—collect
funds—get 3 first-rate legal opinto, 2nd let this
hellish 2ccusation be sotiled at onco aad for ever
by a jory of twelvo honet Gonglemen and an
opnght judge. Tho time appears 10 me 10 have

arnved for somo decinire step , and having given
the matter censideration, I am of opimon thas
this1s th * omy courso open to us that can possie
bly bring the bisc and lying slanders eo avdacr
ously circulated against the Trish pricsts and peo-
plo, and so greedily swallowed at the other sido
of the channel, to a truthful 1ssue,  For 1f sach
a hine of conduct bo at all feanible, and properly
carned out, our encmies must either josufy the
iiel, and thus put the saddic on the night hotee,
o1 plead guilty, 3zl am sure they must, 10 the
talscho d, and thus tho sting for future musclnef
will be extracied.

Ieaving tho affair now 1n your hands, for the
constderatinn of my own order and the Catbolte
pubhie.

Iam, my dear Sir, very fanhfully yours,
P.KENT.
Cathohic Curate.
—_——

Mavo = The Catholic Clergy —Mr. J. Dents
Browne, 1o a letter to the Mayo Constitation,
spcaks thus of the value of tho Insh Catholie
Clergy, whom formerly ho rearded with such
hosulity that it cansed ‘um the Joss of lus seat »
** [t 1s, no doubt, difficult not to be full of gloom,
secing cvery day beforo ono a lust populatien,
who now evidently, on the plea of alleped 1ndi-
vidual indiscretions, are threatened with a hunt
ing down of that body of men who havo hitherts
feariessly, fanbfully, and 2calously slood by theax
sorrows, 1n their sickness, and 1n tho mulutode
of the:r affictions. I am well aware that it 3»
not my duty to take up the defenco ¢f the Roman
Cathohic Clergy, but T 2m not to be deferred from
doing that body au act of justice, from a fesr of
my motives beinZ misunderstood. 1 can safely
appea. to thoso who, hke invself, nave been tra-
veliing through tho miseries of 1he Jast cighteen
months, as to swhether tho Iloman Catholic Lice
gy, asab.'y, have not bee tho uatinng, the
practical and eflicient agents, not only 13 adminie-
tering the natonal relief to thesr famishing flocks,
but also 1n encrgetically nd successfully naiifing
10 thewr minds the swemn duty on them of a
resignation o the Ilivine \Vull, by a stuct oba.
dienco to the law of the land.  In this part of tho
country, | wan bear tesumony o the fact, that
even from tho most prejudiced I never hieard a
whisper to the contrary, or a demal that their
cunduct 33 A body was a0t worhy of the lughest

commendatica and respecet,””
————

Tue Bisnorrtc or Maitiaxp —Fhe frends of
the Res. R Burchall, O S. B, Pror of the
Fnghsh Col ze of Douay. will be happs to
lew w that lus Holiaess has been pleased to gan-
cel tus nomination to the digmity of Bishop of
Mauland, and Coadjutor to the Most Rev. Dr.
Polding, Archbishep of Svducy, in Austrsha,
he 18 .0 consequence to tcmain Supeunr of St,
Fdmand's, to the very great sausfiction of the
inmates of the esiablishment, and also of hes ny-
merous fiands i Fianee aud Eaglaad, We
leurn that the Rev € Daris, OS B, uf Dowa.
sule pear Bath, s appoanted w LGN the miport-
ant functns of Bishap, whieh the Rev. R DBu. -
chall has declined — Corespondent,

.

Advices from Maba of the 15th it weportthe
arrival on the 18th ult of the Right Hon. R.
Moze O'Ferrall, tha cieal Governor of that island.

A depotatien, headed by the most respectabls
residents in the erdony. escarted hun to the Gov-
On the fol} .wing Moraing Mr.
O Ferrall. with his famly, attended thesChurch
of St John, where High Moss was cclebrated—
his Facelleney assisting 10 the usual procession,
heanng 3 hghted 1aper.  On the same cvening
{Surdav) the town was sery generaliy Homi~
nated tn honour of his Exceilence's amval.

el e

Marrow.—Un Deceber 2iih, Misy Sexn

Creagh, dauzliter of James Creagh, Esq., of

Maliow, receised the rehigions batat 10 e Cone

scnt of Morey av that place —Svuthern Juporier

NWMWW

Died,

On the 5th inst, Eoas Augustino, infant Mr.l.;f
Capt Enas Duly, aLcd 9 months. 4th.~Patnck
Sun of Jamos, and Juhanna Whelan, aged 3
years  Tth - -\William, Son of Williata and Ma-
v Braslow, aced 9 montis  8th.——Witliame
Daoyle, Son of thelste James Doyle, aged 18
years. i
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