e

of the church ; that on the first day of the obse-
quies, and on the other two succeeding days il ne-
cessary, a Catholic aggregate meeting should be
held (o make some attempt at least towards paying
the debt—the new and cnormous debt—the Ca-
tholics of Ireland have contracted on account of
the recent occurrences, towards the Romans and
the Supreme Pontiff, Pius 1X.

As to the reception of the Body, it ought to
take place on the sea-verge of the Island, with all
the solemnity the prelacy and priesthood of lreland
in tho costume of the church and ceremonial pre-
seribed by the Ritual fo: such an occasion can give
it. It ought to take place in the evening; the
multitudes could be well and appropriately ar-
ranged in ranks along both eastern and western
piers, bearing torches and chaunting the psalms of
the Dirge, as the sea chapel moves slowly and so-
lemnly across the harbour.

I must conclude. The post is on the oint of
starting ;*we also start this evening to travel ra-
pidly, night and day until with heaven’s mercy
and blessing, we shall have deposited our illus-
trious charge in the hands of the O’Connell’s and
of the Irish people. In extreme haste, ever faith-
fully yours, :

J. Muey.

In the chief Catholie periodical of Paris—the
Correspondant—for the 10th of June, is an an ar-
ticle headed ¢ O'Connell and his detractors,”
which contains matter worthy of perusal: —

¢ The greatest Catholic light which has shone
for the last fifty years has disappeared f{rom the
stage of this world. Daniel O’Connell the Li-
herator of Ireland (for this title will be insepara-
ble from his memory, like those surbames of the
Romans which springing from one glorious action
were transmitted asan inheritance ) Daniel O’Con-
nell, the: Liberator, has ceased to live, and already
has the period of history begun for the man who
of all others of our time, has lcast courted person-
al glory. At the present day opposing parties bat-
tle over his tomb and dispute the honour of} judg-
ing a character which will long continue to excite
the curiosity of men before a rigourously correct
appreciation can be formed of it, Attentive to all
that has becn said of O’Connell, as if it were upon
ourselves that the sentence was aboutto be .pro-
nounced, we will guard ourselves from antici-
pating the uitimate decree of public opinion.

1reland in faet has as yet reached only the first
phase of her deliverance. O'Connell’s hand has
drawn her out from the abyss; he has restored
her to light; but naked,defenceless,and so to speak
withdut a refuge. What efforts—what genius has

“not been needed to bring the laws of England at
Jast to look upon the Irish as upon men! New
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difticulties,problems more frightful in their solution
present themselves hefore a secoud career ; the
Irishman of our day is a stranger on his native
soil.  If, at the least erisis of provisional subsist-
ence, he is reduced s he has been this year to
pass feom penury to famine, it js beeause the land
is still as much enslaved as were, till lately, the
men by whom it is "inhabited, A revolutivn in
poliiical rights has been accomplished ; another re-
volution—in property—hus become inevitable;
and the prolongation of the existence of the liish
people depends upon the promptitude with which
this transformation shall be worked.

It is to bring abont this revolntion that the po-
pulation has becn doubled in the space of half a
century ; it was the confused hope that necessity
always gives birth to, that animated the enormous
masses on whom four years age the voice of
O’Connell imposed respect tor English iniquity,
assuming the form of law. As longas the thing
was possible he sustained himself and sustained
Ireland in that monstrous fiction; but by degrees
the words eeased to correspond with facts. . From
that time there have appeared many wmen willing
to feed their auditors rather with words than hopes
and his voice was pot silenced until new decep-
tions succeeded in driving him from the grounds
of patient legality, on which he had collected
the Irish people like shipwrecked men upon an
island.

We do not doubt that history will produce not
only the entire justification ot the character, but
also of the system of O’Connell.  God has ot
willed the politieal cinancipation of lreland mere-
ly that the martyr of a Cathélic nation might be-
come wore Elorious ; it would be too severe a trial
of human weakness to condemn it to behold ex-
piring in the tortures of want, or vegetating
on the last stage of material degradation a pecple
who, perhaps, in its entirety, has carried further
than any other the exercise of the Christian vir-
tues. '

But God had created O’Connell for the first de-
liverance of Ireland and not for the sccond; he
delivered himself of his personal task so soon as
that task was acecomplished. 1t is a mereiful de-
cree if we consider the long labours of a life so
christian, a life so purified by faith and works. It
is a rigorous sentence in appearance, if we regard
only the otlsides of things, if we attend only to the
anguish which must have pressed upon so vast an
intelligence when it found itself perhaps in an un-
expected world, and amid seas to it unnavigable.
What mau, however, has enjoyed success more
fully or more legitimately ? ‘There are so many
bright rays in a glory which conscience does not
reproach. Thus has God, even in this life, grant-
ed to the Liberator thig portion of satisfaction,—



