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THE MINIMUM CHRISTIAN.
Tie iiiniuni Cliristiaiîi! And %vlio is

lie? rfl1 0 Clîristian iwliuis going tolheaveni
at the cheapeat anid, casiest rate possible.
Thoe Chiristian ivho prp1')s05 to get ail out
of the w'urld that lie can, and îîet muet the
worldling's dooni. The chlristian whlo aimns
ta have lis littie religion as ho can, wvithout
beingr destituite of it a.together. The1 ini-
jaxumn Chiristian generally gos tb chur-cli
l in the rnin, iilcss lie-is to> tired with
lus wveok day laburs anid lns lain in lýod
to> late on 8unday mnorninfg tu (rot rcady
'for the nwrning service; in tlhat case ho
wvill attend in the attermiuon or ovoîiug
unless it is likely to rain or is tan warin or
ton cold, or lie feels ton sleepy or lîaâ thu
headachec. He listeons respectfully to the
ministor and joins iii prayer and praise.
He applies the truthi often te. lus neigh-
hors, rarely to limiiself. If tliere is a lecture
iii the woeek lie goos if quite convenient,
but rarely attends tlîe prayer meeting, as
the latter is apt to ho uninterestiuig. 0He
feels it his duty to bu presont u coin-
munion Sabbathi, and i s fanîily prayùr at
]east once a clay. unless business presses
uipon hiima toc> urgently.

The minimum Chiristian is friendly te al
gond work ; lie wishies then well; but it is
not in his poNver to du înuch for tlienu.
Tuie Sunday Schcol lie 'looks upon as an
admirable institution, especially fur tiie
young, theio iegleuted, and tie. ignorant.
Lt is not coiivenient, liowever, for imi to
take a clats or attend v(ury regularly, a
bhis business eugagrements are so prçz;ing
duringtlîè Week that lie needs Sunday as
aL day of rest ; nor docs lie thiinlc limîself
<1ualified to be a teacher; Tiiere are so
many personis botter qualified for tlii uni-
portant duty thiat lie muFt beg to Le exc-
cusod. Ho is iii favor of thievist tion of
the poor ;.but lie lias ne tirnie to t ke, part
in tiiese 1abôrsef -oY'e. He thinks if. is a
geood tliing, for laynîen to take p)art in theo
prayor nîieutiîigs of tlîo churcli, but lie lias
io gif t. for liublic prayers or for nîaking
addresses (unless the subject ho business
or politics), anud lie miust leave it to otliers..
HE is friendly to Home and For. ign Mis-
sions, and gives lus "lmiite," but thiîîks
there are too miitny appeals ; still lie givos
or lié wvlll lose his reputation.

The nimiium Chiristian is not cloar on
.somo points xelatimg te Christian conduet.
Tlie circus and dancing, and thoaýtre anîd
.card playing, and largoe fashionable pleas-

tire parties andi thc skating rink, give Iiiii
comsiderable trouble. He cannot sec the.
hiaruu in this or that or the obluer popular-
amusement. Ho .says tliere is îîotlîing ini
thîe Bible directly agaiufst it. Hoe does not
sc but a iit inay bc a Christian axmd go
to thîe thiontre or the rimîk, or to the hall-
rooiii. He knows soveral peuple %Vho do
andi memibers of the chiurchi, too. Why
should miot lie ? lii shoit, tie uiinintu
Chîristian knows that lie cainunat serve God
andci natiiiion, lie would if hoe could, and
will corne j ust as near to deing s0 as lie cati;
for lie tlîiîks, it flot hcst to be Ilrigliteous
overiiucili." Ie ivilI give to luiiiself and
thme wnrld ail thiat lio îuay, andc to Geci andi
lus cause as little as lie cati, anîd yet iot

ose his boul. HIe stands so close to the
divliding lino between the people of God.
anud thle people of te world that it is liard
ta say on vlich side cf it lie actually is.

"lAli ! mny brother, are you luaking tlîis.
atteunpt? Beware, lest youi finci at last,
iii trying to get ta lîcaven with as little
religion as possible, you have misseci it al-
togetiier ; least, wvithout gaining'tlie wvhole
iwurld, you lest your oivi soul. Would it
not ho iviser and botter andi liappier ta
ike sure pf lîeaven by being a miaximium

rat-lier than a nmiimum Chiristian ?-Do-
viestic Jolt)mtal,.

TO THE FRONT.

Thîe go-)dI mon must -alîvays ho at the.
fronit.. It is flot emiougli t.hat there ho more.
-gopti nenthian bad, but tlmey must be at
the front everywvhere and at aIl tinies.
One mni -in a position of influence is woxth.
a thouramic men single-lianded andi silenL
It is a Chiristin'sa du*y ta îvield aIl thîe ini-
fluence lie .can honcstly andi judiciously,
wherevor lueis. If anmeclianic,bhoa leadler-
as far as, consistency will allow, in týie
counicils. of labour ; 'ifa " "drummer, " bý a,
leader amiong conmercial travellers; i« a
mnercîmaxt, ho as. successful as conscience
andi circniistances permit ; in politic8, ieý
always on lîaîîd, sacrifice timo, convenionice
and coîafort te ho at the caucus-and the
polis. It requires more grace, mare hea&-
and leart to ho a leader in social, scholas-
tic, mechanical, mercantile, or political
life, constantly and coxsistently, than it
doos to ho the hest deacon, suporintend-

i ont, or prayer meeting workier in the city,
land ibisl as essential in its way. -Goldcu.
1 Ride.
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