THE COMMERCIAL

recoguized authority on ail matters
pertatoing Jo rade In West-
Canada, lnrludln[ bt purt, ot Un
tarle eat o or, the Provinces
anitoba ad Britien Columbia andshe
I l’l'llﬂ

Twentieth Year of Publicatio
ISSUED EVZLRY BATURDAY.
Subscriptions— Canads and she Juited
tes, $2.00 aunum 1o advance, o
; other countries,
in advar

advertisements or  stops

‘hapges for
e later than Thursduy

muuld o not
mornl

Advertisements  purporting to be news
watter, or which profess to express the
opinlon of thia Jouraal, “will “uot be In

ried.
umre 219 chermok 8t. Telephone 224
W. BUCHANAN,
Publisher.

The Commerclal certalnly enjoys a very
much larger tlreul-llon among the busi-
sess community of ¢
between

ast than ﬁr

iy or weekly.

L B leiting
cturl

oum P per I
nmm!n'lnl

ouses
of Eastern

OCT, 19, 1901

SETTLEMENT IN THE ARID
BELT.

The fact that a good crop has been
secured this year in what Is generally
considered the semi-arid  portion of
our western prairie region, Is likely to
lead to a considerable Iinflux of agri-
cultural settlers to those districts. Al-
ready @ number of furmers have locat-
«l In these districts, and the live stock
ranchers, who formerly had that por-
tion of the country all to themselves,
are making loud complaints about be-
Ing crowded out by farmers, The ex-
perience of the past has shown that
there 8w considerabhe portion of our
western pralrie region that Is not
alapted to ralsing crops. The soil as
w rule is all right, but the suppl: of
moisture Is Insufficient to render fa.m-
ing at all safe, one year with anoth.r.
One season of sufficient molsture nw
and again will not make amends for

veral Intervening fallures through
lack of sufficient rainfall. It would be
« serfous blunder to encourage the set-
tlement of farmers In  these regions.
Fuarming can only be carried on suc-

sfully where the land can be frri-
gatsl. We have great hopes of the
future of much of the semi-arid coun-
try, through the construction of lrri-
gution works. The Commercial has for
many years endeavored to draw atten-
Uun o drrigation as & means of ren-
dering  large  tracts  of these lands
fruitful and safe for farming purposes
Without irrigation, however, we can-
nol encourage the settlement of farm-
ers in some of these districts. If the
exieptionad conditions this year should
result in & large Influx of agricultural
settlers to districts where the Irrigation

the land cannot be secured, the re-
suit wil likely prove disastrous to
such settiers. The country at large
tan handly hope to recelve much bene-
fit from the location of settlers in dis-

# where they are llable to become
impoverished through crop fallures.
Thiusands of farmers rushed into the
aril reglons of the Western States
during the early tide of immigration
1o the West, where they continued w
hijcless struggle against nature for
woos, until they were finally obliged
to uccumb to the inevitable. Much of
thi- same region is now being reclaim-
vl und rendered frultful by means of
Irtvation. We should profit by the ex-
peronce galned In the settiement of
thiee States. We have abundance of
teriitory not yet occupled, where the
average rainfall is ample for agricul-
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tural purposes, and where other
ditions are also favorable. It Is not

con-

space, but has been particularly short
of help. If this Is the case, it relieves

necessary and not right to encourag
settlement in the semi-arid reglon, ex
oept where the irrigation of the land
can be secured.

CHEAP POWER FOR
WINNIPEG.

If Winnipeg  does
cheap power it will not be for want
of talk.  According to reports, there
are several different schemes afloat
for developing water powers on the
Winnipeg river. This river, which
connects Lake of the Woods  with
Lake Winnipeg, s almost a contin-
ous serles of cataracts and rapids for
@ large portion of its  length.
The proposals on fot now are to de-
velop some of these water powers
and transmit the power to Wihanipeg.
There 48 centainly power enough run-
ning ¢o waste on the Winmipeg river
to furnish all the force that is likely
W be required here for all time.
Speculation 18 aleady at work figur-
ing out what the effect of cheap
power will be upon  our  Industrial
future.  Certainly the main draw-
back to the establishment of factories
here would  be  removed. We are
gradually g (ting the population ne-
cessary to support industries, but the
problem  of expensive fuel remains.
Cheap eleotric  energy, generated by
water  power, would overcome the
drawback of costly fuel

A few years ago an effort was
made to secure ¢he development of
the water power of the Assiniboine
river at Winnipeg. It was proved
on paper about as clearly as any
thing ould be shown, that an ex-
tensive water power could be devel-
oped wight at our doors.  Capital,
however, was timid, and the Assini-
holne water power proposals gradual-
Iy were forgotten,

A Mttle below Winnlpeg, on the
river, we also have the St. Andrew's
rapids, where it Is claimed a large
water power could be developed
much nearer to the city than the
cataraots and rapids of the Winnl-
peg river.  The latter, howwver, are
the witraction at the moment. That
Winnipeg will have an abundant sup-
Py of cheap power at some future
date, from one or more of these
sources, I8 quite probable.
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INDUSTRIAL CORPORA-
TIONS,

The Industrial combines are not all
proving  satisfactory to  Investors
Many of these concerns have been
enormously over-capitalized, and sev-
eral of them have already falled to
pay Interest on their stock. When a
perfod of commercial depression comes
about, as It Is sure to sooner or later,
it is Just probable that there may be
quite n shaking up among these con-
cerns, the establishment of which lias
been golng on so rapldly of late years

WINNIPEG POST OFFICE.

It 18 .umored that the Winnipeg post
office bullding s to be enlarged. It
would seem indeed high time that
something should be done to Improve
the situation at the Winnipeg post «
fice. Whether it Is lack of room, or
lack of help, or incapable management,
or a combination of two or more of
these features, we do not know. Cer-
tain it is that there Is something radi-
cally wrong dn the handling of the
business of the post office, which the
public are anxious to have remediad
as early as possible.

It has been freely reported that the
post pffice is not only cramped for

the local somewhat of th
responsibility, but it is not at all
creditable to the Dominion postal au-
thoritles that such a condition of
affairs should be allowed to continue
0 long, particularly at such an im
portant distribution point as Winni
peg now Is.

RAILWAY RUMORS,

It is seldom that there Is not some
alleged vallway deal or combination
under discussion  somewhere on this
continent. Most of these never ma-
terialize. Recently persistent rumors
and reports uf a big combination af-
fecting northwestern  railways have
been made, and many well posted
persons believe that this time there
certainly is something on foot. It Is
clatmed that J. J. Hill, of the Great
Nurthern, s planning new moves,
part of which means the operation of
the new Canadian Northern system
in harmony with the Great Northern
One feature of these reponts is to be
comnettion between the two lnes at
Emerson While we do not know
what truth there may be In the re-
ports of J. J. Hill's connection with
the (‘anadian Northern, It s quite
possible that  traflc connection
w the two roads may be made at
Emerson. The Great Northern now
have a line v St. Vincent, just across
the boundary from Emerson. The
Red river valley branch of the Nor-
thern Pacific, now  acquired by the
Canaddan Northern, can  easlly  be
ocomnected at Emerson with the Great
Northern line to 8t. Vincent In-
deed, 1t Is clatmed that preparations
are now being made to make this
connestion This might not mean
anything more than that the Canad-
lan Northern had decided to work
with the Great Northern, for traffi
to and from the south, instead of
with the Nomthern Pacific, as at pre
sent.  On the other hand, It might
mean that the repeated statements
that J. J. Hill has a large stake In
the Canadian Normthern, 4s s»mething
more than mere rumor.

be-
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INSURANCE AMALGAMATION.

Further informatfon has been re-
celved in regard to the amalgamation
reported in The Commercial recently
of the Atlas and Phoenix Companies.
The Phoenix is a purely fire office,
while the Atlas Is fire and life. The
Atlas fire department, therefore, will
be acquired by the FPhoenix, wihilk
another office, the Pelican, will take
over the Hfe side. e Atlas s 93
years old, and the Phoenix 119. The
company will be entitled, * Phoenix
and  Atlas Fire Office Limited,” and
vill be une of the largest fire imsur-
ance orgal tions in the world, The
following figures the relative
standing of the Atlas Co.'s life branch
and t Pelican Life Insurance Co.
The figures were taken from the re-
ports for the year ending 3lst De-
cember last and the £ sterling con-
verted at $6 :

Atlas.
l-.ml.llm-lmr 1808
$ 50000 3 00000

o b T

1,532,005
N302.21

Copital pald up
et premiums ik
A business “writ tten
Tn 1000 1 L 1,354,085
Funds In 190 3

The lmﬂxlmnllnn will be known
as the “Pelican and Atlas ltl(e Office."”
The Atlas has no life usiness In
Canada, 80 the transfer nf that sec-
tion of the business the head of-

fice will have no elfa(l on the Cana-
dian business whic! is excluplvel)
fire, of which risks nt close of 1900
had $15,957,044,

INSURANCE NOTES,

The Mutual Life Insurance Company
of New York Is presenting its Winni-
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Roberts, managing director
of the Crown Life Insurar . B8 in
Winniper this the murpose
of establishing a branch of this com
pany’s business here. The Crown Life
I8 & new Canadian company, which I
now belng organized for  business
throughout the Dominion.  They have

orate  Including  such

% as 8ir Charles Tup

per, who Is president of ihe company

and ‘hariton, vice-president. A

local board for Manitoba has been ap

pointed, hompson
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J. Stewart Tupper. A local manager
will be appointed

Railway lllll| Traffic Matters.
of the ( at Northern
nied the report that his
road ha ed a combination with
the Canadian Northern
An advance in grain rates is schod
uled for October 21, but it appears that
all the roads have made contracts to
carry grain for the remain of the
at current rates.  Roads centre
ing at Chicago report a phenomenally
free movement of merchandise; in
there fs complaint of car short
that account. Western lines
have suffer in traf
during S prembe hand!
stock.—New York Comm

stated this week that
n Northern line from
nan I~t heing extend
nd and as
sOOn as lllv‘ grade is ¢ to Carman
his outfit will commence work nn the
other side of the town, ding
the main line of the ( N.
Somers ¥ f the p
for next year in the rallway business,
Mr. Strevel says there Is every indi-
cation already  of immense mileage
of new track heing put down by hoth
the Canadian Pacific and the Canad
ian Northern companles
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Census of th

Ottawa, Oct, 14.-
for the

“Territories.

The census returns
Northwest Territores are com-
plete, with the exception of three sub-
districts in East Assinibola and six in
Saskatchewan and the schedules for
some Indlan reserves.

The total number of Indians return-
ed to the present time is 4,627 for Sas
katchewan, 2420 for Fast Assinibola
and 1,519 for Alberta, the last named
including the |u-|>uh|!lnu of only two
reserves. This is about 5,500 less than
the Indian population of the same ter-
ritorles as published in the report of
Indlan affairs for 1900,

The schedules recelved at the census
department gives the actual popula-
tion of each census district

Assinibola E. .
Assinibola W.
katchewan

Total -1

The estimate for the four census dis-
tricts of the Territories as published in
Bulletin No. 1 of the census was 140,-
000, and the census commissioner, Mr.
Blue, I8 confident that whea full re
turns are in the total will exceed 150,-

Ottawa, Oct. 16.—The census depart-
ment has received figures which indi-
cate that full returns will make the
population of Algoma 64000, This will
be Inclusive of Indians. The first cen-
sus bulletins gave Algoma figures as

A seat on the New York stock ex-
;};'l‘ was sold on the ult. for
X




