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jupbgenough ta cer a house, if yau let hier head alone, and dan't inter-
fere wth ber maouth. She'll flot stand being liauled at."

Il Yes, jack, l'il do rny very best to attend ta your directions. I've
oftca watched Polecat gaiôg with you, and know that sbe requires quiet
trcatmcnt."

.' That!s Where it is. She is a bat, excitable sort af mare; but never-
ibeless sht'il carry you like a bird."

As they shut the box, jack added lu bis mnost nonchalant manner:
"lBy-tbe-byc,.Maig, I was nearly rorgetting ta mention it, but ease biei a

little uphill, ana over ridge and furrow. You set she's but a yauug thing
yct.,

Il Ail right, jack, F'il remember." But Maggie thought ta herself that,
wbctber Pale cat-were a youug tbing or an old thing, those bocks and that
back would tver prevent bier froin beiug a gaod stayer or strong gailoper.

Af ter this thcy proceeded ta visit The Fizzer, who was a atout, cob-like
bay gel 'ding, of an altogetber difféent cleas. WVith bis short sturdy limbs,
round sleek barrel and placld cyt, hie loakcd like a regular old gentleman's
bunter, nat speedy enangh for the fine, large pasturcs over which hie was
callid upon to extend himaeif. Pace was indeed bis wcak point, and Jack
was pripared ta, part 'witb hlm, if Mag'gie could rSnd a good custamer.
She promL-ed ta do her utenost, and after receiving an infiuity of instruc
tion.s as ta the best metbod of shoviing hlma off, brother and sister quitted
thi stable,; bath saddened by the thought, that it was the last Urne they
should visit it together for a long while ta came.

jack was ta statt eatly ncxt xnarning, sud ail that eveniug, Mrs. Brother-
tan, after the fashion of loving niothers aud weak women, gave him a series
of aft-repeated parting directions. When be kissed bier and said good-
night, bie prorniscd ta bc sure and remember bis comiTorter and railway
ruga, ta wear the warm knitted waistcoat on board ship, that she had made
for him, ta avoid draughts, cold, aud damp sheets, aud above everything to
abstain from drinkiug and evil compauy.

All of wbich injunctians hie fargat befare he ivas out of the bouse.

CHAPTER IIL

OH!1 lOY. A YOUNG mAN.

Tht hanse seemed terrlbly dull witbaut Jack. Mather and sisters
niissed bis cbceéry vaice and bright face, bis masculine vivacity, and per-
petual state of motion ; but none maurned tht Ind's dcparture witb such
poignaucy and siuêerity as Maggie.

It seemed ta ber as if samfe jýous elemeut had been suddiunly -with-
drawn from bier lueé, aud even the near approach af the huuîing season
failed, lnulber brothces âbsence, ta afford quite the samne deligbt as usual.
Thcy twa bild been in the habit of riding sa tnucb together, aud of spinniug
sncb yarns when the day was donc.

Re had auly been gone a few hours, and oh 1 how blank everything
applared. She felt as if she conld neyer recoucile herself ta bis loss.

The five girls, with theïr niother, lucre assembled in the marning raam,
wbich, when alane, they geuerally occupied. The clock bad just struck
six. A bright wood fire hissed and spluttered on the heartb, the crimson,
curtains were drawnt sud a couple af softly shaded lamps gave an air of
cornfort and refluement ta tht apartmcut.

liés. Brotherton was lying an a sofa knitting. She was anc af thase
women for wharn knitting: seems ta bave been specially invented in orde j
ta enable tbemn ta get through their ]ives with some sgmblance o! usefulncss
and activity. Shc was aeldom seen without a stocking for jack in lber baud.
He angbt ta have possessed lIureds o! pairs, only oddly enough they
neyer appeared ta came ta completion. A constant drapping sud picking
up suitches, losing aud fiuding of balls, sud matchingq of wools retardcd
tbc work. For the rest, Mrs. Brotberton neither read, playcd, sang, for
drew. fler resources af self-amusement werc cxtremnely limited, aud lier
grcatcst pleasnrc causisted lu desultory gossip apperbsîing ta the affairs cf
ber ncigbbors. In fact, she was not au uncammon type cf the country
wec.Âto-do lady, whoac intellect becomes deadened sud senses stunted,
through hgaviug little or nothiug ta rouse tbcm.

Even Geraldine was infinitely better off than bier mother, for she could
take interest in trifles, sud at the present moment was perfectly happy,
trimtning up a bonnet destîned ta appear iu chu rch on the following Suuday.
Meautime, thle twins wcre deep lu a game of backgammon, over which bbcy
snarlcd lit a coupel of young pnppies contcuding for a bone, aud Matilda,

the superior, was doiug lier vcry best ta keep awakc over a scientiflc book
ai great profundity. lu order that bier mind sbould nat be distnrbed by
any physical uneasiuess, she bad chasen the most comiortable arrn.cbair
lu the rcam, aud placcd it right befarc the fire. Vit genial warmtb, bow-
ever, produced a lassitude af brain vcry ncarly approacbing siomber.

Prescntly the door opened, sud the foaîmnan appearcd, bearing a letter,
which bce handed ta NITS. l3rothetton, aud then retired.

Maggic jurnpcd froin ber seat, and went over ta bier mather's side.
"Is it ifoin. Jack ?" sbe enuiriid, cagerl3'.
"No, my durx, I wish it wcre," Tcspaudcd Mrs. ]3rothetan ln a kindly

volet.
"H1-o, could it be, yen silly ?" iuterposed Geraldine contemnptuouslY.

8"when you.know quite 'well thaï: Jack has beeu traVelling tht greater part
ai the day, and even if lie bad written, the Ictter cailla uat possibly arrive
til ta-mnarr w-."t

««It is toc muncli ta cxpect cammon aseuse from Mnggic," said Mýatilda
with great sarcasin. IlShe is ane cf those people tvbo uevcr thiuk before

theyspea.11(To bdo Corilirum.)
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