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Miiria Guspoats,

Tho roeport of Mr. G. W. Wyalt, Gunboat
Agent (which will bo found in the Appen-
* dix) details the duties carried out, and ser-
vices performed during the past year by the
tvo Militin gunboats “ The Prince Alired”’
and thoe ‘' Rescue.” Throo Batteries of
Artillery performed their annual drill on
board tho *‘Prince Alfred,” namely, tho
St. Catharine’s Battery (two officers and
forty-eight men), the Collingwood Battery,
two officers and twenty-five men, and the
Sarnia Battory (three officers and thirty-
cight men).

Theo *¢ Prince Alfred” {ook part in the
operations carried oub at Goderich, whilst
the Camyp of Exercise was formed there.
‘This vessel is now armed with two ¢ Arm-
strong® and four brass “howitzer” guns,
and has been much improved by recent al.
terations. As part of thesystem of defence
from Fenian invasion on the western fron-
tier of Ontario, the * Prince Alfred" would
be found very valuable, and sho is well
adapted for a training ship.

The “*Princo Alfred” is too large to admit
of her passago through tho Welland Canal,
and is thereforo only available for the
defence of tho frontier of LakesErie and
Huron.

‘The Gunboat “Rescue’is notat pressntso
well suited for the servico: but when the
alterations proposed by Mr. Wyatt are car-
rled out, this vessol will also form a valuable
addition to the defensive resources of the
country against Fenian attack.

_CoxcLroixe Resanrks.

OF the 34,414 men who performed the An-
nual Drill last year, I personally inspected
more than 30,000, travelling on this and
other dutics during the summer and autumn
months upwards of 10,000 miles, visiting
slso overy Brigade Camp (with tho excep-
tion of one,) and nine out of the cleven
Military Districts thore are in the Domin-
ion.

Among the various corps assembled at
the camps of exercise thera were many fine
looking men. Insomeo of tho rural Batlal-
lons wholo companies equal in height and

hysical appearance to ko men of the
Guards in England, Many farmers possess-
ing amplo means are t0 be found in the
ranks purely from & patriotic feeling, and no
finer physical material for soldiers, can be
found in any country than amongst tho
backwoodsmen of Canada.

Perbinps the largest men aro to be found
in tho Now Brunswick and NovaScotinCorps,
but in the Battalion of Ontario and Quetwo
there are also very many large men,  As an
instance of extraordinary height, I may
mention that in the camp at Point Levis,
op.osite Quebee, I found a man in the
vat:ks of one of the rural Battalions by name
¢ Richard Mauger” (of French Canadian and
In'ian blood) nearly 8§ feet in height, being
also ¢ well popoctioned and poworful look-
ing wman,

On reference to the reports of the LUfticors
Commanding Districts, ns well as to the ta
bular - nual Inspection Returns of Corps
(all of . hich will bo found in the Appendsx),
the numerical deliciency which existsin the
ranks will bo seen. The only Battalion 1
found actually complete in strength was the
23cd Battalion (a French speaking Canadian
Corps)at the Levis Camp. It will bo seen also
that oflicers commanding Districts entertaw
littlo hopo that the full numerical strength
of existing corps can “be mnaintained by
voluntary enrolmont alone.

A very general desire appears 10 exist on
the part of the majority of ofticers to com-
pleto every corps to its full strength, when
volunteering is exhuusted, by means of the
Ballot, as provided for in the Law, and thus
not only render tho respective corps effec
tive in numbers but also equalize the pres-
sure of Military service in the ditferent lo-
califies, and on tho community at large.
A feeling appears to prevail in the Force in
favour of o Regular instead of a Volunteer
Militia, Experienco proves that the strongest
national Military orgavization is that one
which is found upon the principle of obhiga-
tory service; the people of Canada wisely
recogmized this fact in the Dominion Militia
Act; doubtless the same wisdom and feoling
of patriotism with which they were actuated
in framing the law will induce them to carry
out its provisions, whenever they find that
the necessity has arisen. Thero pre upwards
of 220,000 men in the First Class of the
Militia in the four Provinces of-Untario, Que-
bec, New Brunswick alone, young unmarried
men between the ages of 18 and 30, the
withdrawal of a portion of whom, for a few
days in the year only, from therr civil pur-
suits to train for the defenco of tho country,
would hardly bo felt as a tax erther by them-
selves, or tho community at large; swhilst
every encouragement should be continued
to maintain corps of the Active Militir by
voluntary enrolment, tho numbers required
1o complete the strength of corps which
cannot be maintained at tho proper strength
by voluntary enrolment, might be taken
from this class in the different Rogi
mental Dirvisions by means of tho Ballot.
‘Thus would not only existing corps bo kept

numerically officient, but the operationa of
the ballot in time of peace, confined to the
1st class of Militiamen, who viould bo trained
in rotstion to some extent to the use of
arms at a tiwe of life when military servico
ontails least sacrifice. Moreover, by earrying
out the provisions of the law in this 1 espect
when necessaryl employers of labour, amd
others, wonld probabiy be deterred from
throwing insuperable diflicullies in the way
ofvoluntary enrolment,as is often,fromselli-h
motives, the case, and tho pressure of unk:-
lary service, which has always fallen and
still falls upon the willing fow (in many
instances upon the heads of fanulies and
upon certair communities only) by bLang
spread more equally over the whole country
would as a personal tax be much more lizht-
ly felt. X

The fact that aut. £ a nonunal strenath
of piper of 43,000 50 larze a number us;
34,414men netually musiered and performe.d
the Annual Drill last year, in a time of pro.
found peace with no excitement to stn
them, speaks volumes for the military spint
of Camudians generally, eud for then deter
minzxtion to train themselves for the defence
of the coutitry.  Thuse who know tho Ingh
priceof wages in the Dominion, tho great
demand for labor of all kinds in a new coun-
try, and the sacrifice such men often inake
I attending to their nuntiry duties, can
best appreciate their paiilagem ; but it
too much to expect that such voluntary
sacrifices ¢an bo long continued. or that the
same men will cheer.ully agree to leavel
their shons and fields year after year, for a
certain humber o} days, to deill, whilst thewr
fellow citizen,who should equally contributae
personud service, remain at home to make
money, or {0 reap n harvest.

Although it is found difficult to miintiin
the existing Corps of the Active Militia up
to their proper strength by voluntary enrol-
ment alone continuously, judgmg from past
experience and present facts, however, there
appears no deficiency in the number of m 'n
teady to enrol in nowly formed Corps.

Siuce thoe commencement of the prosent
yoar the following new Corps have offered
their services, been accepted and gzatted.
viz:

4 Troops of Cavalry,

1 Comipany of Enginsers,

2 Battalions of Infantry,
and three Independent Comnauies.  Otlers
to raise Companies or Corps of ths Activa
Militia are constantly being reccived from
every district,

Thereis therefore avery probability that
tho present actual strength of the Active
Militia in the Dominion may be maintaine:d

by voluntary enrolment, and tho District
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