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No. 1.
IT in a, faCt oblerVed with sorrow by tbe majority cf

pastors and Sabbath Schooi superintendents that mauny of
the boys, when they grow up ta the age cf sixteon or
eigbteeu yonra of age, slip eut of the Sabbat> Scbool, do
naL enter into tho full niemberattip of the Church, aud are
for inu yearu, if net aitogetther, lent te tho Churcb's lifte
andi work . Just as a leak: in a miildanm liesae:s the power
for work in the miii, sa, this ieak in tho Clmurch louons ber
pawor vory greati>', as she is lcsing in tbis way much cf
that yautbful enthusiaà3tn whichi is an important factor iu
the proseoutian cf succesaful work. Tion evory pastor
aise knows that thore are young n, -prefessing Chrietians,
who attend regular>' tho services cf the Churcb, Young
mon who are sbarp, claver, energetic fellows in business
or in anytbing ta wxhich they put their bands, but-they are
net in any definite way holpiug an the wcrk o! tho Church.
Ail arc agreed that the Churcb ef Chribt simoulti have the
tiret and best cf a U3bristian young mxan's strength sud
talents, but we have te corifess witb deep sorrow that ln
niany instances such in not the case. Hero, thon; are Ltva
aspect& e! this oft-dîscussod andi ma. ;-sided 'question.
Firit, we are losing uxany ci aur bast Young people
aitogethar from the feiiow ship of tbe Chiuroh ; and, second ly,
xaany wha are in the felloxvsbip cf the Ohurch are contribu-
tiug littIe or notbing ta its actuai aggressive work. These
two questions, tbx.ugh apparent>' distinct, are in a measure
inseparable, sud the rcmedy for the eue will in a large
mensure be the -emedy for the other alsa. 'Wbile atating
tbese difficulties eue mxuet net take tee gloomy a view of
tho niatter sud canclude that the Churcli le not rcaching
the ycung people at ail, especially tho yeung mn. The
sratistical feond wiil meet Yeu witb figures, but figures are
like popular advice, tisey 'vili sa>' very much whist Yeu
waut thoni ta say. The rapi1 growth sud almoat pheno-
menai, succsm c! tho Y. P. S. 0. E . wxitbin tbe Church ie surely
an assuring fact te those pessim:sts whvo bave takeon up
Eiijab's wilderneas waii, Il ad I only amn loft alie." Nover.
thelea the difficulties stated in a large measure atili remis.nflofore suggesting an>' remedy iL le necessary, to u4e a
medicai tersi, te niake a diagnesis o! the cae andi try ta
discover the resi cause cf the evil. O! course tbe prinlary
cause cf al] evils is natural depraviti'. But the question
stili neede solution. Why shouid natural depravîty excibit
itself in those particular 'xvays at that particular time of
lifet 1Youth sud early uxanhooti is uudoubtedly a difficuit
age ta maniage. [t le the age of emncipatien; up te that
tinie the will e! the parents has more or ]ase eorcisod
central, but uow begins ta atiso the conscieusuess of
idivîdual freedoux. IL is diflicult for nations or individuals
te uso thair freedoux 'visely at iret. Ta thous'ands cf
negrees in the South eniancipatian. wss ruin hecause they
abused iL. Tho samae thing is truc aise of thousaudb* of
Young mn. This preciaus gift cf liberty is turneti inte
liceine that often ends in ruin, andi nan>' a Young mani bas
to mako titis discoery amiid the miiser>' aud desertion cf
Il the far country." Thorea is sother characteristie o!
youtb-one nmight almoit eaul iL an instint-that keepin
muan>' Young people away froni tho folloahip o! te Church
of Christ, aud that le au innate abliorre.ice of hypocrisy
and inconsistency. Witb wxhat mercileas judgniant tho>'
scrutinize the lives of profossing Christians. They eou men
occupying praîninaut positions in the Cburelà o! Christ
mixeti up witb eiîady transactions in business. The>' see
Christiaus sitting nt thb Lai-d'a Table ta*day sud singiug o!
their al.absorbing love for a crucified snd risen Lord,-
noxt day thay Bec tbem absorboc lin scenes cf uttar world.
lineas whoe iL wauid bet an offence te mention the naie c!
Jeaus. le it any wonder if these fnerciles.; enieis put this
aud that tagether andi say-," No, we den't vvant ta ho
Chrigtians likro those people.,, You may eail it barsh snd con-
soiloue if you %vill, but liera in undoubtedly anc cf the prime
caumet alienatiou-ninntedsgustatthoieonsistntlivee
a! profassing Çhritkiasîs. Tbo church has boas busyins-enting

ail sorte of patent metiiode of reaching thoso Young people.
sho bas organizeti social clubs and literary societies and
debating clubs and ethers toc, umereus ta meontion, thinking
foalishly that tho yourig people weo afraid of religion, aud
that if thoy liad sonîotbing %vith the anialiest possible niadi.
cum of religion in it thoy would be attracted, entrapped,
and brougbit iuta the Church old. Wlîat bas beeu the
resuitl Tho bighiway ot the Clburch for tho last quarter of
a contury or moare is str3wn with the onciated corpsos or
bloacbied bouea of defunot iiternry simd social societios. ilo,
young people are net ta ho dcoivcd by this pretonco.
Why lias suc a uccoa attended the work of the Christian
Endeavor Society ? la it net partly becauso it came out
hanestiy boforp~ fihe young people and said we don't wisb te
ceux you with cakes and colieo and %vitlî funny oongs and
reoitations but wc ask yc>u directiy ini the namne of Jaus
Christ of Nazarethî to consecrate your life ta Rlis service.
Thausands of young people have shawn thecir appreciation
of this courageous henesty and have stoppAd forward ta
tako their place in tho ranks of the active workers for
Christ. It ip, hioevor, but nLu agency-tlîe Cliurch in its
yaung people at wark.-and thora are inany stili autside the
Church's direct life and active work. There in no short
cuL, no patent mothod by which the Church can rach the
young and yot grntify lier own lave of casc, and self indul-
gence. Lot the Church of Christ in ail lier officers and
uxembors stop inventing xnothods andi geL an lier kuesa and
in full cansucration ta Geti seek for that power fromn on
high which alone will make hier life and work- aLtractive ta
the young. T 'his is the hai'd solution of thodifficulty, for
iL is easieç for rnany Christiaus ta go anywi.ere than on
their knces, or do anything than dia ta self and the world,
but ta xny judgnient it ie the only true solutian. The
reasBon %vhjy many excellent men tako na part in the active
work of tho Church ils becaude they hava net bean sWWte
soan enough. The policy cf the Presbyterian Churcb ini
the pixeL with regard te the Young bas been largely a pclicy
of repression. Thank Gad this erroneous idea is dying out
andi the Churci is alowiy coming ta sec that what the Young
people necd is net repression but guidance and encourage.
tnent. If every passible work they ean do, however smail
it may beis laid upon the yeung men, andi they are encaur-
aged instead e! being suubibed, tue sentiment wxill Bean,
prevail that it in the right thing for Young uxen ta be
actively engageti in soute ;vay ln the Church's work. Theon
the timo nîay Sean coame wxhen our Christian Young mon
wxiii net bo giving the best of their time andi strength, as
inany of tbem ùow do, ta societias outside o! the Churcb.

EvEnv Maxu feels instirictively that ail the bautiful
sentiments in thé 'xvorld weigh ilm thaxi a single lovely
action ; and that whiie tendernass of feeling and suscepti-
bility of gen-.rous ematians are accidents cf lifo, permanent
gPotncess is au achievement and a uality cf the life. "Fine
words,' sys ona homely proverb, "lbutter ne parsnipg,"
andi if tho qucstiap ba how ta ronder those vegetables
palatable, un ounce of butter would ho 'vorth more than
ail tho oratiaus of Cicoro. The euly conclusive evidente
of a man's sincority in that be gives bimsaif for a principlo.
Words, meney, al[ things aise, are compsratively easy ta
give away; but %%hen a mani makes a gift of bis daily life
aud practico, iL in plain that tho truth, whatever iL niay
ho, bas taken possession cf hume. Frein that sincerity bis
words gain the force and pertinency cf deede, andi bis
money ie ne Ion.-er the pale drudge 'twixt maxi and mn,
but, by a beautiful muagie, what erewbile bore the image
aud superscriptien cf God.-J. RUSSELL LOWELL.

HEsts in a stery with, a moral so palpable andi tc, the
peint tbat we reprint iL: .QOe day a Lie broke out of its
inclosure andi startati ta trax'el - and the mani wba awnad
tho premies saw it aîLer it had etarted, andi was serry that
ha bail not made the inclosure iie-tight. Se he calleti his
swviitest Truth andi said .Il "A Lie, bas gane Icone and wxill
do inucb miscixief if iL is net steppeti. I want you to, go
after it and bring it back or kil! iLt Sa the swift Truth
starteti out after the Lie. But the Lie bat oe e ur
start. At tho end of the first day the lie 'vas geing lickety.
split. Tho Truthwias a long vay behini and it vas gctting
tireti. It bias not yet cauglit up, Pud neyer wiii.-Meotho-
dist Recorder.
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