not a drunken, but a sober bar-room
scene, and we moralized.

The friend who had conducted the
‘two services on board was apparent-
ly a church aristocrat, between the
wind and whose robility no meaner
flesh must come. The sailors had
attended his services, they saw him
-opn the evening of the same day en.
gaged as mulatis mulandis they
might bein a Liverpool bar-room,
and that on Sunday night. Is the
inference far to seck | Each cvening
also that friend was at the card
table, another sipping in the room
on deck. There was also a lottery
based upon the ship’s daily log; at
noon, after emerging from the read-
dng- service, our friend had it an-
-nounced to him that his number had
won that day. We were nearing
England, where dissent and non-
<conformity have meanings, and hap-
pening to know that our friend
represented what had been a pre.
vailing class in the establishment,
the question pressed in view of the
fact that nonconformity exists, “ Is
therenot 2 cause?” Earnest men,
who sigh and cry for the abomina-
‘tions which are in the land, and, look-
ing to their spiritual guides, as
by law established, for redress, find
them walking heedless of their
brother stumbling, thus disappoint-
ing their hopes, must either let
things helplessly alone or fly clse-
where for work and sympathy.
Too much is the ministry made a
profession, and thus the churches
become shorn of power, and Christ
becomnes wounded in the house of
his friends. Could our genial, jolly
friend be won back to sobriety hy
-the act of two clergymen laughing
at and joining with him in his drink
and frolic, which, to him, were.sore
-temptations, or were the witnessing
-sailors strengthened in any desire
-they might have to shun the seduc-
-tions of Liverpool's drinking-dens?
“To some this may secem “ puritan.
ical ;" be it so; life is earnest, even
were it admitted that ‘*“ moderation”
15 not sin, and a harmless game of
cards may pass unchallenged, the
circumstances we have described
o’ weanddlgence indefensible,
£0Ciug w.at the same was - 'va
snare to those whose infirmi.
strong should bear ; and the Chut.is
ds to be pitied, though Established,
and in the line of direct succession,
whose leaders can thus ignore the
«obligation of only following those
things which are of good report. I
will not say our churches are free,
these lines are not written in deno-
nminational zeal, but for the purpose
of pressing a question with which
we close; dissent was the secking
for a closer walk with God than
<cstablishments then permitted, are
we maintaining our testimony tor
-purity of heart and life? Onlyas
we do, and that intelligently, can
we justify our denominational in-
tegrity, or manifest our right to that
independence which we claim as a
.distinctive principle.

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

The Central Association will meet in
Georgetown, on Tuesday, Out 11th,
1881, .

Tirst session at 2.30 p.m.

Paper by the Rev. W. 1V, Smith,
¢ Orthodoxy-—what is it ?”

Sermon in the evering by the Rev. .
Rurton, B.A.; alternate, Rev. R, Hay.

Sccond scgsion, Oct. x2th.  Prayer
Jreeting at g.co aam.

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT

s U S

10.30. Paper by Rev. E. Ebbs, “ life
in Christ, its nature and functions,

11.30. Paper by Rev, A, I, MceGregor,
B.A., * Church Life, evidences of its
heaithly vigour."

P.M. Session, 2.30. Conference anent
the ordinntion of the Rev. W. Kaye,
South Caledon.

Paper by Rev, J. 1. H.ndley, ¥ Woman
as a Christian power in the Church.”

RVENING MEBTING.

‘Ten minute speeches by the hrethren.
N.B. Itis desirable that collections be
taken up by the churches associated on
the Sabbath preceding the meeting,
J. L Hwvprev, MA.,
Seeretary.
e ot it

orrespondence.

THE CONGREGATIONAL COL-
LEGE OF B. N. A,

Tothe Editor of the Canadian Independent.

Drar Sig—Before passing from the
important :ubject introduced in last
letter, a remark or two on possible
changes will not be inappropriate.
These remarks, your reader will please
keep in mind, will have exciusive refer-
ence to the full course. .

That the present arrangement is work-
ing perniciously to the theological in.
terests of the College, and cannot by
any possibility be made to work other
wise, will be apparent to most who have
pondered the facts adduced in my last
communication.

Shall it be continued ? If not, then,
what ought to be done?

The only really satisfactery course
will be the adoption of the original plan ;
—namely, to make it imperntive that
every student received into the full
course shall be a graduate of some
University, or shall have an equivalent
arts training, before entering the Theolog-
ical College. Were this plan adopted,
then the following benefits would be
secured .

t. A complete Universily education.
This, at present, as already explained,
our students do not obtain. ‘The “ex-
emptions® now made would then cease;
and the degrees taken would have their
full University significance,

2. A more thorough theological fraining.
The three sessions with which the
College is at present credited would then
mean firee ; and not, as now, one with
the fragmenis of two. Members of the
. oo staff would have the opportunity

.. heir work with some measure of
thosou, -~ tume would be secured
for discipn. .. sental development
and should cou., « lecturers be ob-
tained, and theresu. § of the College
admit, Lectureships myht be advantage-
ously instituted. . . .

3. The arts conrse, i desirable, mighs
be taken in any University—in Toro‘nt.o,
Cobourg, Kingston or Montreal. This,
in the case of students in circumstances

5

this letter will have to bz adopted. Its
adaption, however, would nceessarily
wwvolve a seven, wstead of @ fize years'
period of siudy. But no additional ex-
pense would be incurred for teaching :
although a larger amount would be re-
quired to assist the students, either in
the form of " exhibitions” or of direct
grants. The additional outlay would
certainly be money well spent. 1t would
also involve two extra years from the
students ; but no young man having
adequate views of the vast importance
ot the work before him, and with suffi
cient ambition to qualify himself for his
high vocation, would shrink from freely
giving the extra time.

A Univemsity training, however impor-
tant, and Jet me once more emphasize
its immense value,is nevertheless only
the feundation on which a sound theo-
logical training should rest. In the
present day, there are demands on the
Christian ministry which can only be
met by those who have been well
grounded in studies, which even in their
elements require patient and thorough
training. I am aware of the ever chang-
ing phases of * modern thought;” 1 know
full well that no staff of professors can
complete the education of the rising
ministry :—new forms of error ever
demand new forms of truth; and the
progress of Theological and Biblical
study require new adaptations of the old
and ever-abiding truth to the claims of
the age. T am aware of ail this, but am
nevertheless confident that the sound
inculcation of fundamental principles,
and the discipline and habits thereby
promoted, will place the diligent student
on high vantage ground, which, with
subsequent application, will enable him
to cope successfully with doubt in its
newest forms, and  skilfully adapt his
methods of presenting the truth to the
ever-recurring  and  ever-pressing ex-
igencies of his own times.

Other possible changes in our present
arrangen ent will be considered in my
next.

Your$ truly,
MxasoN.

o

LITERARY NOTES.

v

We have received the first number of
the New England Pictorial, s new venture
on the old established lines of such papers;
it is well printed on guod paper, and the il-
lustrations are of average excellence. It is
always unfair to judge of a publicatirn by a
first number, as so many things have to work
harmoniously to produce the best results,
and it is rarely accomplished in the begin-
ning. There is no reason that it should not
be successful. Boaton should surely have
an illustrated paper.

GxrALDINE, A Scuvenir of the St.
Lawrence, is the title of 2 new work issued
by J. R. Oagood & Co. It is, what is rare,
a romance in verse ; rare, we suppose,
simply because the ability to procure such
works ix rare also. It is not every framer
of a plot who can throw it into verse as

to support themselves while attending
the University, would often be of con-
siderable advantage ; while it would not
prevent the College from granting
pecuniary aid in cases where such help
was really necessary.

The sharp experience of the past
suggests the propriety of adopting some
precaution for securing the immediate
repayment of monsy thus received by
students, who, on the completion of their
University course, would decline honour-
ably to complete their theological train-
ing in the College. Without this, it is
more that possible that some would
make use of the College merely to obtain
a University education,and then, to hide
their dishonourable retreat, endeavour to
defame it.

IVhat has been, may be again.

Should our College ever be placed on

¢vinced the. ground plan advocated in

a right educational basis, Iam con-}

Qwen Meredith has done *Lucile,” snd Dr.
Holland “Katrioa.,” The author of this,
whoever he or she may be, has achieved a
success. With but few characters and a
simple plot, the inferest issustained to the
end, nay, is intensified so &3 to maks it
impo::ib{e to Iay down the book. The
chzrm t» us is, however, some exquisite
bits of word painting, in this the author
excels, ‘Pake the following vigneite of
mountair.-climbing for instance:

et immetitd
—

The lig'st gray of the sumnits, and, <lezpins
below,

The ‘s‘oﬁ green of those valleys wheee musical

ow

The mad streams of the mountains ; the glim-
mering gleams

Of whue ldges shone out on the silvering
beams

Qf the sun, and gave light tothe soberer veins

L‘"k"lm lower ; and broad in the east he great
plawns

Roll«:d”aw:\y fsom bhis wisnion, vast reaches of
yelow,

Dry sod, with long swells like the sca, and a
mellow

Hare marking their splendour remote.”

Thero are two or three ballads intor-
:llgorsed which show the authors ablity in a-
ifforont style of versification ; one of these
we ralg;mt on our first page, “ Building
sand Boing,” embodying an old familiar

legond. The ncene of uction is prigeipall
on _the shores of St. Lawrence, its islan
and its cities, Mentreal and Quebes,

Scribner's Monthly for October 1 duly
received, and is of usunl excellonce. Among
the illustrated articles we find *Old York-
town,” * Primeval California," “Bear Hunt-
ing in the South " Peter the Great,” “The
first Editor,” and the conclusion of * The
Coniferous Forests of the Sierra Nevada.”
Some of the illustrations are simply marvels
of oxcellence. A new tale by Mrs. Burnett
is igxmmneé. for the November number, which
will be the beginning of & new volume.

The School Hymnal, The Infant Class
Hymnal. London, B. Marlborough & Co.;
Toronto, R. 0. 8mith & Co. We huve
carefully looked through these little books,
and can very cordially oommend them to
the attention of our Sunday-schools. Not
80 pretontious as the work of a aimilar char-
acter we noticed a week or two ago; they
are in some reepects even more acceptable.
The first named is divided into two parts,
the first of which, specially adapted for
the Infant Class, is publisbed separately
under the second title as above. h of
the parts contain some of the good old
hymus that have intereated our children for
two or threv generations, and in the more
advanced part we find a number of pioces
quite new to us, by modern writers, un-
equal in merit, as may be supposed, but
on the whole excesding! The col-
lection has auswered well to onotest we ap-
plied, to find hymns suitable to a number
of ditferent leaso.s, & matter that always
troubles the superintendent who wishes to
have his sarvices of teaching and song in
unison. There are hymns tgat we should
have been glad to use with some of the late
International Lessons. The price is moder-
ate, 10 cents per copy for the complete
book, & cents for the Infant class section.

~—THE ALL-COMPREHENSIVE NAME.—
Yesterday my window was completely
frosted over with beautiful sparkling erys-
tals. A schoolgirl’s impulse impelled me
to write my name there, when a sudden
thought stayed my hand ; was my name
good enough to mar this snowy page—
paﬁc not made with human bands?

h, I thought, only the sweetest names
ever uttered are worthy 1o be mscribed on
this purest page ever fashioned, and so my
pencil traced the monosyHables “God—
Love—Home.” I paused for another:
were those all? Did those three compre-
hend everything sweet and pure and
lavely? Then came the second thought.
Had I not 0 many already? Why, yes.
Home wmreans love; love is the essential
essence of home; 50 I drew & line through
Home, and i had only two left, “God and
Love,” *God and Love ¥ And while 1
stood murmuring them over the seatence
on my lips changed, and I whispered, “ God
is Love”

So 1 took a new pane, and on 1t 1 wrote
the single word, “Ged.® The page was
completed—a volume in itself—~Xose Lat-
timore.

“Through the white atmasphere

We could see other peaks lifted far to blue

Of the sky; while the distance took boundaries
new

As he slowly ascended, and range after range

In sublimity rose, 1l an ocean of strange .

Rocky billows rolledt far alf around him, their
tps

QOnly swept by the wandenag, vamishing ships

Qf the clonds, that Lcfore a warm brecze were
sdrift,

And their hues ever shifting and changing, as
swift

The hot sun, the cool shadow, went by. The
~dark green

Of the timber-tines everywhare belted Between

~—~CHINESE PARENTAL VENERATION,~
There was once 2 man named Han, When
he was a boy, he misbehaved himsetf very
ofica, and his mother used to beat him with
a bamboorod. One day he cried after the
beating, and his mother was greatly sur-
prised, and said, “I have beaten you many
2 yime, and you have never cried before’;
why do you cry to-day?” “Oh, mother,”
he replied, “you used to Jurt me when
you flogged me ; but now I weep because
you are not strong enough to hurt me”

* It makes one weep,” says the Chinese
{ moralist, “even 1o read this story,”



