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VEMPERANCE NOTES.

BISMARCK says . " The wude-spread use of beer 1s
much ta be deptored.  Beer dnnking makes men
stupid, Lizy and impotent. It s the cause of all the
Democrang pot-pohitics whick people talk over.”

HoukackE MANN once said @ * Let there be an entire
abstinence from intaaicating dninks throughout the
country dunng the period of a single generation, and
a mob would be as impossible as combustion without
ozygen.”

tional duty by the bugbear of violated hberty, The
moth is not free winch 15 only free 1o plunge into the
lame.  The ship ts nut free winch s only fiee to run
%slmight upon the iron shoure v the fury of the storm,
with no hand of the steersman upon her belm,  {f
freedom is to be another name for 99000 public

point, viz., the loss sustained in many cases by slight.
ing the contnbutions of the poor.  In money matters
some churches have exposed themselves to the cut.
ting censure of the apostle James, * Ye have despised
the poor,”  They have forgotten the fact, forafactit
15, that the poor sant’s dime 1s as valuable according

house« ; for 39 0co beer shops , for 1,337,656 persons | ta the Divine estunate s the nch saint's dollar. - This
arrested for drunkenness and disorder n ten yecars 3y error has resulted 1n two evils,

'for 100,422 cascs of assault i one year, of which
! 2,736 were “aggravated assaults on women and chil-
Fdien;” for 16,525 women drunk and disorderly (n

In the tirst place, 1t has caused a good many people

to feel less interest in the church than they would feel
if they were doing something to help it aiong. No

R fe e \
). B toten, after a life-long study of this great i | ondon alone last year, and if these be but items 1ny matter what the istitution may be, it hes nearer the

question of annking, affirms his solemn belief that the
enty safepuard 1s to be found in uncompromisiag
ab-tmence.  Hers also sure that the reformation ot
webnates 1s so difficult that seldom 1s 1t accomphished
eveept by the naghty power of God’s grace.

GIAERAL HARNEY, the veteran Indian fighter,
testtied before a Congressional  Commitee, that
whiskey caused most of our Indian wars, Bemg
asked how vhiskey sclling could be suppressed, he
replied that Pguor dealers ought to be hanged or shot
by the neatest nuatary oftical, and he would chees-
tully detad an officer to attend to that duty, if he had
the authornty.

DR. LIVINGSTONE gave hus testimony in favour of
total abstinence 1 the following words: *“[ have
acted on the prnciples of total abstnence from all
alcoholic hquors dunng more than twenty years. My
individual opinion s, that the most severe labours v
privations may be undesgone without al: chohc stimu-
lants, because those of us who have endured the most
had nothing else than water, and not always enough
of that.”

DR. NURMAN KERR, of London, began investiga-
tions some nme since, with the purpose of refuting the
statement that 60,000 drunkards die every yearn the
Umred Kmgdom.  He says he is now compelled to
admit that at least twice that number d-¢ of alcoholc
excess.  He makes the following statcment . The re-
turns of the Madras army to the English Government
shew the percentage of mortality to be among total
abstamers 11.1 per thousand ; amony the moderate
drinkers, 23 1 ; and the intemperate, 44 3.

Di. CUVLER, of Brooklvn, who has been actively
engrged in the temperance crusade all his Life, says .
“The chief peril i all our cuties 1s from the dram-
shaps, which are the nurseries of crime, Sabbath dese-
cration and all iniquines.  Strong drink dues more tv
hinder the kingdom of Chuict than any other one evil
known on our globe.  Yet thismomentous question is
ignored in church councils, in prayer mectings, and a
vast number of pulpits * It is seldom discussed by
eminent Jawvers and judges ; 101stabooed as ‘ungen-
tee!’ in pol shed dircles, and is ostracised as “fanau-
cal’ by the easy going cthics which allow every man
to be o law unto limself without reference to his
weaker neighbour.”

DR, WILLARD PARKER ir a paper on “ The Here-
duary Influence of Alcohol,” affirms that alcohol is
net condned te the propagation of drunkards, but that
iz 15 the pioliic cause of insanity, idiocy, epilepsy, and
other affecuions of the brain and nervous system, and
that these diseases are transmitted 1o the children of
the dnnker.  He quotes Dr. Howe, who attnibutes
one half the cases of 1diocy 1n the State of Massachu-
setts to intemperance, and he is sustained in his
opinon by the most reliable authorities.  One famuly
is instanced with seven idat chudren, both of whose
parents were drunkards.  Itis claimed that one-half
of the idiots of England are of diunken parentage,
and that the same is truc of Sweden, and probably of
most European countries; that n St. Petersburg
most of thic idiots come from drunken parents. This
is a ternble charge against alcohol, and one that
should put it under the ban of the law forever.

Caxox FarRar recently addressed a large audi-
ence at Oxlord University, defendmmg the principle of
total atsunence. To the Bisliop who in opposition
to the te:nperance cause said he would rather have
England to be free than England to be sober,” Canon
Farrar made the following reply : *“ Do not let us then
be fnghtened from the clear, imperatve path of na-

the bideous total of such o freedom - f frecdomas to
hear the wail of myriads ol savage beasts, mynads of
desolated homes, then in Leaven's name let us have
mstewd of it the Leneticent o udage of virtue, the
salutary restramt of Chrstan legislation fur such
bondage is above such hbeity.”

WOMEN AND DRINK, —Last year in London, Eng,
there were 16,525 women arrested as * drunk and dis-
orderly.,” J. B, Gough m a recent speech in New
York on his return from England, said . * Fam afrud
that drinking among ladies is increasing. It 1s cus-
tomary, in England, to sec young ladies passing fiom
one confectionery to ancther, and drnking thar
glasses .f sharry tegether.  Itas getung to be fash-
ionable for them to carry highly ornamented flasks
illed with sherry. The diunkenness of women n
Great Bidrain is fnghtful” - A correspondent of the
* Boston Congregatronahst,” writing recemly from
England, says: “ 1 saw recently twenty women stand-
g at a bar, all dnnking; | have seen drunken
women chinging to lamp-posts, and one i;ing drunk at
full length 1n Hyde Park. The hall-holiday system
which prevails quite generally 1s proving a curse. ‘To
obtain Saturday afternoon for recreation, the working
people begin labour at six o'clock, an hour carher
than Americans. So yreat is the debauch of Satur-
day and Sunday that few works are started in full nll

the most lamentable features of the trafhic is the fact
that over cne hundred thousand women in England
are acting as barinads, an attracuve face and form
being a 1equisite quathification.  In the Strand, Lon.
dor, the Gaicty restaurant cmploys a docen pretty
wirls pewly clothed in black.  We have counted over
a hundred wdll-dressed young men, standing at the
bar drnking and smcking. This 1s but ore of two
hundred and fifty such places owned by a single firm.”
— From another soutce we lcarn that a lady who de-
voted a large poruon of her fortune (0o a Home, 1n
London, for women who had falien into intemperance,
provided accommodations for thirty, supposing that
not that many would be found. In nine months there
were five hundred applications for admussion, and of

not be ignorant ¢f the fuct that women as well as men
falt before this temptation.  Girls must be put upon
therwr guard.

THE FINANCIAL QUESTION.

BUCH PEDLRY,

One of the great problems of modern church life is
the financial one. How to keep accounts square with
minister, sexton, gas company, insurance ccmpany,
cte., 10 say nothing of debt on the building, is a
question that seriously troub'es a great many church
treasurers, and finance committees. In some churches
it gets to be the question of questions, the question in
which all the other concerns of the church are com-
pletely absorbed.  Money is the oil which keeps cc-
clesiastical machinery going, as well as secular, and
for lack of it there is often a sad amount of creaking
and groaning.

It is not my intention in this article to enter into
any very lengthy discussion, though I should be very
well pleased if other pens were stunulated to deal with
the question.  \Why not have a symposivm afier the
fashion of high-toned periodicals in the old country ?
A few short, pomnted articles from church treasurers,
both in town and country, woulda’t hurt the INDEPEN-
DENT, and nught help some who are in perpleadty.

My wish atpresent is simply to touch upon onc
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Tuesday morning.”—Another writer says. “One ofI

these forty-two were from women o rank. Let us|

‘hc:ul of the man who 1s practically mterested in ot
(than taat of the mere spectator.  The boy who car-
rred a brick to help build the new chuich, theught all
| the more of the church becaunse s brick was in the
wall.  This 15 just human nature, and if the idea were
carried out more fully in the churches it would tend
greatly to consolidate the floaung part of the congre-
gation.  Goldwin Smith’s latest nerary venture is
called the * Bystander.” * Grp” greeted the first
number with a cartoon representing the learned edstor
i the thick of the pohiical strife, while underneath
were the words “strange conduct on ¢he part of a
bysitander.” \We have too many 1n our churches who
are bona fide bystanders. They are not expected to
do anythmg, sothey look langmdly on.  They need to
Le changed from the Passive Voice to the Active, from
ordinasy bystanders to energetic bystanders of the
Goldwin Smuth type. There s no better way of doing
thisthantolet themknow that their gifts, however sinall,
will be acceptable.  Let them have some stake i the
church, and their adherence to 1t will be somewhat
less transient than 1s usuaily the case.

The sccond evil I refer to, 1s the loss of a con-
siderable amount of money. The deficits which cloud
the faces of church treasurers are not usually very
large.  But they are serious —sertous because they are
idcncils. Now, | believe that m a number of instances
the amount of the deficit 1s lacking simply because the
poorer members of the congregation are neglected.
In a medium-sized church you will find subscriptions
ranging from $100, or over, down to $10. When the
amounts get below the $10 they are not hunted after
very keenly. There may be twenty people in the
church whose contnibutions would average $3 each per
annum. ‘These would give another $100, and that $100
would often make the difference between a lop-sided
annual sheet and an evenly-balanced one, between
solvency and nsolvency, between a treasurer’s face
seamed with lines of grim care, and the same face
beaning with satisfaction.

In my own experience, this principle of looking
after the smaller subscriptions has worked well. We
have tried 1t with good results in Cobourg and Cold-
springs, in our nussionary collcctions. We hope to
develop it more thoroughly n our regular church work.
I hold that no one should be insulted by being passed
over. Certainly, a man’s lowly position 1n life should
not cxposc hin to such a humiliation. The poorer
people have as warm hearts towards the heavenly
kingdom as the richer ones.  The temple was as dear
to the widow as to the rulers, and Christ’s Church may
be as fondly loved by mechanics and wa.herwomen as
by merchants and bankers, Though all may, not be
wealthy enough to bring their alabaster box, with its
three hundred pence worth of fragrant nard, yet let
cach have abundant oppsrtunity to win the golden
approval, *“ She hath donc what she cou'd.”

THE CHURCH AND THE IWORLD.

Thoughtful Christians to-day have far less dread of
the assaults of infidelity in any or all of its forims upen
the Church, than they have of the encroachments of
the world. That there is reason for alarm in this
 dircction cannot be doubted ; the indications are
"plain.  Even writers who have no special concern
about religion as a personal matter, sce and speak of

this tendency with apprehension.  There secems to be
l:\ general assault for the purpose of breaking down all
distinction between the Church and the world—be-
tween professing Chrstians and those who do not
!makc and do not intend to make any confession of




