
[1(31]

M.XTERIALS F0OR OUR CILULCII1 IJISTORY.-No. VI[.

CIONGIIEQATIONAL CILURC1L AT SOUTIIIVOLD, ONTARIO.

lV 1EV. NV. Hl. ALLVORT1I.

IfTie early history of this Clîurch. is surroundcd with interest. It began,
witlî the settiement of the part of Caniada in wlîich it is founid, and is anion-
thie oidest ehurches of the body in Canada, West. At the tinie of wvhichi w
Vrite, London was riot; dense forcsts covcrcd the site wliere the city now
stands. St. Thonmas was not ; and the saine may bc said of ncarly ail1 tic
towns and villages wcst of Ancaster. Froni l3urlingto a etad tia
for the inost part forcst, wvith the exception of hiere and there settlinents iii
advance, on thre Ieading roads and publie highiways.

Iii 1817, 11ev. J. Silcox, anember of Zion Chiurci, Frome, Sonme-setshire,
then under tire pastoral care of' 1ev. irothy East, emigratcd to Can-ada, and
rvjti sonie others mis attracted to the fertile lands of tire Talbot Settîcinent,,
whcre tie I-on. Coi. Talbot wa3 acting as an aent for tire governrnnt, and,
as an inducenient to settiers, was giving out tire forest land of tis beautifual
country ina two hiundrcd acre lots to actual settiers, the oniy condition being
thiat they perfbrrncd Ilsettiement duties, '- i. e., ciearcd and fenced a certain
portion and put up a log hrome. The IlTalbot Street" and IlNorth brandi
of Talbot IBoad" wcre botta settled in this 'way. To tire latter settlemnent iMr.

Sicscame, and tirere with the first settiers bcgan life in 'Canada, rougir-
inig it i11 tire bush," sleeping on the bark of a trc, and biaving to go about
sixty muiles to, the ncarest miii, in tire vicinity of Long Point. A nîill buiit
by Coi. Talbot ini Dunwicla, and burncd by the Ainuericans in the tinie of tire
mar, %vis not rebuiit. Mir. Silcox's education being in advance of tire other
setter.3, lie was enpoyed for soine six rnonths as a school-teachier, boarding
anîong the peopie, wiio were comnposed of families of différent religions vîews;
Aiiieriean Prcsbytcrians, iDutch Reformed, J3apists, and othcrs. About tire
year 1S19, these forrned themiselves into an independent socicty, 13aling t1icin-
,ýc-1'es a " ()nrgational 1>reslbyteriaib Prince of Peace Society;"' the
flrst terni denoting thecir Tndejendent forin oU goverrnment; tire second, tirat
ilhcy were Calvinistie, likec the Preshyterians, whose doctrines seined to bc
best k-nown; and tire tirird, asserting tireir aiiegiance to Christ. Mr. Silco,,
h;îving evinced abiity for speaking, was called to take tire oversigit of tis
churcii-foîr churcli it was. IHe was set apart to tis work by a Mir. Pliilips
anrd a 1r Cu ver lro assisted in fornaing tire Society.

5iJder Mr. Silcox's teaching tire Society grcw, and God bore tcstiînoi-y to
His own word. Somne were brougit to Christ then, who preached tire gospel
ivitri success amongP the Baptists for rnany years after. Iu this sparse settie-
muent, tire cirurch was scattered in tiarc townshrips, with a preacining station
iii caci-Danwichi, now caiicd Il ona Station," Southwold, and Werstmrinster.
Tire Lord's Supper was adrninistered at the two latter places.

Ili 1819, wlren Mr. Silcox: began to preacir, there were in some settliîrents
iptists anrd otirers preaching tirougli tihe country, but ie founid fellowship

elliefly %vith 11ev. MINr. Easutiani, an Anerican Presbyterian, wiro prenclred at
that trne iii tbe iiara District, in tihe nei-libouthood of Barton. Mr-
Silcos, had mraclhing stations in og limoues, an d barns,-Uor regular ineeting
bouses tirere wec oue in thre settlenront,-in Danwichi, Southiwold,.St.
Thonmas, Dorchester, Westmrinster and Oxford. The ohurci was cowposed


