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loeethe outcomne of the inatter %vas the ordinance of April,
17S7, inaking further provision for the adminiistration of the nlexv
settiemnits.' he most im-nortant section bearingi on our present
inquiry is the foiiowing, " XV1creas, there are xnanly thousanids of
ioyalists and others settled in th flipper couintries above Montrcai, anid
in thue baY's of Gaspe and Chaleurs beiow Qucbcc, whose casc and con-
venicuce rnay requirc that additionial districts should bc crected as soon
as circumnstances %viii prmit, it is enacted anid orciainied by flhe authority
aforesaid, that it nîay bc iawful for the Governor or Cornman der-in1-ch ief
for the timne being, xvith the advice and conisenit of the Council, to formn
by patent under the seal of the province, onie or more ncw districts, as
his discretion miay direct, and to give commission to such oficer or
officei-s thereini as may be necessary, or conducive to flhe case alnd coni-
veniience of H-is IVljesty's subjccts residing in flhc remnote parts of the
province." Iii accordance wvith the authority granteci in this ordiniance
Lord Dorchester issuced a proclamation, dated JuIv 241, 1788, dividing
thue western seit lemnits into four districts, namnec Luneniburg, Meckien-
burg, Nassau aî:-d l-lesse" On1 the saine day appointmnents ivere mnade
to the folloving offices in each of flhc nexv district.; judges of thec Court
of Common Pleas, justices of the peace, siîeriff, clerk of the Court of
Cormmon Pleas, and of the Sessions of thue Peace, and coroners?

Courts of Quarter Sessions \vcre thus organiized, and began their
sittings flhe follovingi year. The first court for- the district of M\,ecklin-
burg \vas held at Kiingston on April 140l1, 17S9,-' and flhc first court for,
the district of Luinenibug( %vas hield at Osinabruck, on Julie I 5th, in flic
saine yeare

Except as regards the criîninal laxv, the justices wvere stili required to
aciminfister the 1F-renich system in accordance with the Quebec Act. But
as tiîis immediately led to diffuculties, the justices of the district of
MecklIenburg stibinitted certain problemns to the Governînent at Quebcc.
For instanice, proclamations to be legal \verc required to be made at flhe
church doors of the parish, and to be publishiec ini the Quc/wc GaZct.
But ini the xvhole of the wvestern settliments there xvere only twvo churcu
doors, and no onie xvas knownr to take the Quebec Gazette. The justices,
therefore, mrade a characteristic suggestion, namnely, that as imost of the
settiers lîad to go to one or other of the txvo grist milis of the district, at
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