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TUE PROPOSED FAST STEAMBSHXP SERVICE.

After prolonged itegotiationis bctwec:î the Doinion0i
and British autitorities ant agreemenit bas becix arriveci
at for a joint subsidy beitig giveit to a line of fast
steaniers to bc mii bctweeui Liverpool and Canada.
Tenders are bcing calied for, the main stipulation being
that tlic steamiers niust miake mn average of twenîy
kniots ant iour front port 10 port. For tbis service te
yearly stibsidy is offcred of $i, i 25,000, $75o,ooo t0 he
paid by Canada, and $375,000 13Y Great Britain.- The
winter port is to be Halifax, where the mnails are to bc
landed, the contractor to have thcn tlic riglit 10 cali at
St. Johni, N.B. 'lTe suntînier potlt wiil be Qutebcc, so
far as the miails are concertned, but tlic vessels willi have
to cone to blontreal fer frciglit. The stipulation as to
speed xviii, of course, be rçtaxed betweeti Quebcc and
th.is port. The service, if inaintained, will put Caînada
abreast of te United States iii rapiciity of coînînnniiica-
lion with E~urope. Iiideed, tîte Caniadian uine ;vill pro-
bably be ftic qnicker route, as our geographical
position mnakcs the distance inuichl ess between QlehCc
and Liverpool thian New Y'ork and that port. It is
likely ltat a passenger %viii be able 10 dine iii Quebec
and iii Liverpool iin the saie week. 'rTe ncce:ssity for
spendiîîg a Sunday on Ille Atlantic would be wiîoily
obviated. If this is acconîplislied tîtere wili be a streatît
of passengers drawn towards tlic fast steamiers frot te
States, as the route to Eutrope fro 11 Chticago and flic
WXest %':ould be covercd ini consicierably less timne Iliani
the one via Boston or New YTork. Ail this trafftc, and
those cniarged facilities of rapid travel, wouid iture to
te advantage of Caniada, aud îîîay beconme of especiai
valiue to Ibis port But it xviii be essenîially îîet.iftil
for the icw uine 10 afford stich services 0 the busiiie,;s
iiiierests of the country as wvili justify our payinq it a1
subsidy of$75o,ooo a yar. Wili these services rc-coîip
their cost ? We fily realize tiiat sacrifices miust, at
limes, be macleto enabie what is possessed tobe
retained,nimacleiso iii tle preseiut, prep)aratory tofture
growîii. or to establiih a prestige. En'ite!rprise- suggest.s
aîîd brceds enterprise. If Caniada is able to bonst, ais
she inay, of hanving the swiftest Iines of steamiers tii
route betweeni 1Etiglanci aîîd Ciia. the whioie business
wvorld wiii pay iiarked attenttiotn aitd respect 10 the
cmuniry st) equipped. If the steaiicrs cltable otîr ciairy
prodiîcls to be placed attractively iut Eîigiish mîarket.;
the exports xviii etilarge. Tue projecteci establishîment
ot a dead mnt faictory on a large scale ini this cils' for
the Britishi trade, wvil1 require and wili find( a large
aniouit of coa-rse freiglit for su ifî steamners. The favor
sliown by dry goods, andi ollier importers, t0 te Nuw
York steaniers wiien speed is desired, wiii bie ir-tnsferrtvd
10 te Candianl vessels. Our Engliih letters wiii take
iess tinie bolli wavs, a betiefît of nlo siiiail mîonentî; for
thoughi cabling is available for soine plnrpnses, il dlots
tiot suppiy the place of flic mîail service. *Wce are not
so sanguine as arc soute as t0 the b)elneflciai lî.sîiiîs ol
tlic proposed swift steamiers, anîd are soehtdouht.
fi as 10 Ille effecti tue.servire, svii have on flic ve--sl
iîîîerests of titis port. ihiere i>ing aircady more first
class steamlers on Ille Toute thIi id profitabîle bulsi-

tîess. At the saute tinie we recogniize gratcfniiy tlic
admiirable spirit showîi by (lie Colonial Mîiister, the
lion. Mr. Chamîberlaini, iin furtlîering a scieine of îiîis
iinperinl cliaracter. Ant effort to devclop our tracle
witi bte iiother coutitry, andc 10 brinig Canada miore 10
te fronît, is ligiily coinîieîidable, eveln if a Mlle lire-
muature , tlic labors, tiierefore, of Sir MacKenzie Bon~eii
ini titis direction entitte hîu Io te tlîaîîks of the Caia-
(liait people.

WC are lnch pli)eaSL to lienar liat our eiîtcrprisîîîg
citizeîis of the Allait finît have a fair prospect of liatidi
liug these vesseis.

REVENUE PROSPECTS.

''ie ticar approacît of the close of lthe cimrent fiscal
3year is a lunie Miecn public iterest begitis bo show
itseif regardilîg tlic prospects of the reventue accoutît.
\Viii lucre be a deficit or a surplus becoties a live aitd
impiortant question, as uipoî il liaîtgs lthe fate of lthe
tariff, wiiiciî is uisuiaiy ciiangted to nîcet oietCcondhitioni
or lthe olter.

'rTe reventue is aiso to sote exleîtt a traile baromît-
ter, ils rise intcicatittg existiîîg andc favorable coîîci-
lionîs, andc ils fail spread over atîv extcîecle period
betîîg a certaini proof of traie depressioît. tîîcertainty,
.andi lack of conifidetnce. Titus tue reventue inî 1894 attd(
i s95 at titis seasoît sitowed omiiY too plaiîîly itow the
buîsiness of te counttry liad becotine restricteci, te
receipts fronît Ctîstoîîts anîd Post-Office liviîîg fiailen
awa.y heavily. It iseiîcouragiîtg, tîterefore, 10 iote te
inarked advance mtade iii tue reventue rccipts so far
titis year, as is siiowit by a coîtparisoti wilii last year
for te saîie perîod of teit tîtolttits:

Rzevelti e. i 895-96.
CuIstonîs .... ...... S 1 6,51)9-499
Excise.. .......... (0,56t),7iS
PosI Office ........... 2,532-312

Puîblic Works iii-
cluding Railways; 2,973.427

Miscellneous . ... 1,299,672

'rotai RcL 'ipts. S 29,97l4, 6 28

iS94-95.
1, 4.369,So0t

2,435,012

2t992,333

1,193,I34

S27,449,500

Tite iticrease iii Cttts of $2,229,6S7, ait aivaince of
over 15 per ccent. iii tell itoztls, indcicates a retunt of
holh, conîfidence amc It Cilargetiietl of bu1sines-s, tvliici
have lud 10 larger imîports of dutiabie forcigît goodls b)y

veiand a itaif tmillionis over te imtports ini saite
period last year. 'lTe P>ost Office revenue iinecasitig
by $1oo.ooo tells tue saite slory of greaier business
livity. We -ire glad t0 ilote a <lecrease il) tlac cote-

troilahie expetîciure frot $26,220,79., up 10 lst May,
1595i. 10 $25.0C56,[06 10 et inîstanît. 'The delicit list
ventr hall a Int~aiy wltolesoie effect oit 'lic Admtinistra-
lioni, as it htall oi ta large imber of our p-ople, wvio
lcarit ccaiioit iii lthe stcri scitool of îtecessilv. Titre
setus îîow Io i> a fair prospect of the reveiîtte showizag
a1 stiail surplus for î9.6.wiiici xvii cîtahie tet
Fitance Mi t o I0ntel. Isis eltcnicis ini tue gale wille
't lritpiitil ait iswtr 10 tlitir lîriplitcies ltaIt titis yvatr
wotld fmîil itîto lte IJeficit groîip.
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