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hensive—nothing great and catholit, fu tie | soul of the pivest and holiest cast would feel
religicn of Christ. ! the weakness of its own nature.
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insincere henrts, Suspect it when it appears, : carnest will for God, are transient things in
and put it nway. Learn to look at Christ and | the lh‘"s: Olf '";'"’ if uot ever und again lighted
His Church as a great community, where no { at the holy a t‘“’: .
jarring mor jealousy should reign. Think | A soul left to itself will droop and die. Tt
not that ail trath lies in ene remote nook of  may, for alittle, maintain the appearance of
the Christian temple. life ; but the essence of life is wone if disunis
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is; ve are not complete in the Church, sa-, One 12y ¢ Jun, and one touch of ihe
cre’d'aa its ussociatiolns to vou are, and t’ime- wand, dries up its muisture, and it withers
honoured as its inslit.utioux may !)B ; yeare, f‘l"a) tS(tll' ex;:eﬂ't )"i abide t’]l'l .Chr_xst,v.vi.]s(;?le
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Christ. F = P ! may be,—humble branches, ereeping unseen,
111 In regard to personal godliness, ye are Y your Father’s dwelling ; but in Christ yon
complete in your union to Him. _ave alive,—abiding firmt in Him, and by figth
o have a sound creed s wells but it is and love, und prayer, drawing forth from liis
¢ L } ' seeret storehouse your spiritual lite j—ye are
not all. Religion must be sonewhere clse -
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than in the head. Knowledge is not religion com}:lcte in 1 "l e
Orthodoxy does not coustitute a Christian,, 1Y+ 48 regard to the Christian’s influence
Strict adherence to forms, and 2 valiant ad- and Il""t{’%’l'l he ’E‘}"’,“;I’lel" in nothing clse but
vocacy of our opinious, do not suffice. These | 81Mple faith m Lhnsi, ..
may all exist, and the Christian may be very Tt was this which made the early Christiana
imperfect. He may adbergto the dogmus such faitifil mudels of Christian eminences
which he believes,—he may argue with anta-  There were great, just :’eea““ they were in
gonists and corfute them ; but though he has  Christ 5 they were c‘l’_“‘}’ ete, not 1“{0':“36 they
all knowledge, and ull under anding, he may | had greater originality, or greater intellecta
be a very incomplete diaci;le of Christ. ‘The than ‘(‘l'ealf“‘nl.’e"““”" they were vooted and
apostle *says in the Gth verse, “ As ye have; greunded in im,
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so  In our own day, when so much reguires to
walk ye in Him.” . . . lbedone by the Church, and by every mem-

A complete Christian is a Ziving Christian. | ber of the .Church, itis }vell to bf.::\r in mind,
‘There must be lifein Christ; a close intimacy | that all things are possible to him that be-
with Him ; a daily habit of rezorting to Hiio; | lieveth. In Christ, ]z}n(‘l by Christ strengthen-
a holy pleasure in communing with” Him, or , ing us, we can do all things.
there is no life, no completeness, Our completeness is as much a duty as it

ltis not one act of faith that makes us, was to the Colossianss and it i as possible
Chl‘istiéms. 1:1: \yel{;r(;w up into Him.” “;(; | :g:g: :: vto them ; and it is attainable in the
are not moulded all at once into the image of ¢ Y.
Christ ; we must be renewed day by day. It ;  In the early ages, the helief in Christ. was
were comparatively easy to gain the Christian | substantially " the same with ours, but differ-
reward if one vigorous effort completed us, | ent in this,—that then it was niversally ad-
and one season of contact with Christ’s word . mitted that Jesus had died,—the event wex
and throne perfected us for ever. But we | so well known, that it was received as an un-
have a duily death to die, and a daily cross, deniable fact; and faith in Him was to ac.
to lift, and a daily life to be strengthened ; ' knowledge, that this Jesus who died on the
and we wust abide in Christ, and be com- | oross was the Son of God. Such was the
plete in an unbroken union to Him. The di-, mahner in_which the Rthiopian treasurer
vine life of tho soul is a breathing life, and ' manifested his fuith, and such the manner in
its breath is drawn from fellowship with , which the faith of the three thousand was
Christ Christ is needed every moment, as | manifested on the day of Pentecast. ‘Thess
He is the first hour of conscious believing on | men had witnessed the crucifivion of our
Him. Ws need H:m every nigkt, and morn- , Lord; it did not require faith w0 believe that
ing, and labouring day, as much as when, at ' He died, but it reqaired faith ta cpnfens !.h,at
the beginning of our spiritual history, He He was the San of God; and it required
makes the sense of His grace and’ truth ' fajth to receive the truth regardiug the pur-
drawn upon the soul, . pose of His death, This was their strength,

A soul lef to iteelf has no power, Evena and it is aurs; to admit these truths inta the



