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Apostie of the Gentiles began, at once, to,
build. up the Churelh; Ilimmediately ln the
synagogue he preached Jesus, that hie is the
Son of God."

Without pretending to seuttei question
,which fins been discusseci, whetlier the phras-
ce "6the Son of God," or Ilthe Nlessiali," or
its Greek equivalent, Ilthe Chirist," ho exactly
tviionvnsous in the phraqeolog-y of the NcwV
iceâatrnent. this ut least appeurs to admit of
izu douhî, that they were hoth titdeirstotd bv
thre Jews to be applicable tu thre tiane per8sn.
So that if either dignity w~ere predicated orf
any onie, the otiier was cons8ider#ed aiso to be-
long to hiim; while sometinies, for the salie
of cerrai:îîy or crnphatis!, %we find boîh applied
in succession. (Compare Math. xxvi. 63,
.Mark xiv. 61, and Luke xxii. 17, John xx.
31, &c.) *Atid thus wlhen Paul preaclied ini
the synagogue of Damascus &lrnt Jesus i% thle
4un of God, whatever more lie mighit intenid,
he proclairned, or was unider.qtood to proclitim,

thsas his grand proposition, that Jusus was
the IMessiahi.J

Paul hiniseif lias told us go, i n a passage
8o distinct and empliatie, tirat lîad Uie New
Testament been as desUtitq of other intima-
tions as il abounds Nviîl îlrem, this vould
have sufficed to estalîli-41i <rur position. What
rendeis the passage Zi ''mît to) bc quoted pe.
culiarly illustrative id ý i tt into the iaeaningof wlich we are erîqui.iÀ ià, inla in oth the!
samne metaphor is eiiloyed. "A Ve (alias-
fles) are fellow-workers with God ; ye are the
tillage of God-the building of God. By the
brace of God, given to me,oas a wise master
builder 1 laid the founidation, but another
buildeth u pan iL. But let every one look
how he builds upon it. For no one can lay
ansother foundation beside that whîch is laid,
which is Jesus, thie Christ, or Meisilai." (Cor.
iii.) Paul, thexi, affirmas that the Gospel, or
flbe Church, is 8o built upon the doctrine tliat

Jesus is the Christ," t.hat it can stand on no
aller. lf go, vo must conclude that our Lord
referred to lîeter'a confession of this very
doctrine, wlica hie.asaid, IlUpon this rock wil
1 build my Church ;" unless we will venture
Ille audaciaus supposition tiraI wlrat lie pro-
dicttd it sho-Uld be bililt upoal vas somiething
diffèrent froni what we find it was actually
Iruilt upon, and wliat Paul informes us cale-
gorically la the only thin.- whiclî does or ever
oan for ni ils foundation.

If 8o clear a point reqnired further proof
«r illustration, boîh may be found abundantly

ini St. Jolîn'à finst Epistle. Tiiere, we are
isîfornîed that they are vigîorioui over thec
world, sons of Qed, and his temple, who be-
li6vu tint Jesus le the Messiah, or the Soni of
Qjud. ciWhoevor believeth that Jestis is the
Poîî of God, Ood dwcelleth in. him and lie ia
God."1 Cihap. lv. 15. Furtsor, tu rendor it
itndisputable that îliis la the grand foundation
and îurning point of the whole Chiristian ays
iom, St. John lAys it down as it test wlîere-
by divine inspiration ana truu teachers may

be * listinguished from impostors; IlEvery
spuirit (teaclier) that acknowledgeli that Jeas
Christ is corne ini Uie flesh (that Jestas i% the
Clirist corne ini thîe fleali) iî of God.'>

As the a3serter of this is the true teaclier,
so that the denier of it iti the seducer, tht-
false prophIet, tic Anticlîrist, Il Who la the
li-ar, îîut lie that deniietli that Jestas is theChrist; lie is the Antichrisi, aîddenics the
Father and t he Son." Chîap. 11. 22. I Every

iit (teaclier) that acknowledgeth îot lesut.
(Chi1rist conie ini the fleshi) is riot of Gad, budt
in1tîat whîiol pertainis ta the Atitichrist," te
Chîap. iv. 3. The words marked Ia brackets4,
thougli jrohably 8puriotas, are yet necessar>î
tu complote the sehîse; for whicli reason î>ro.>
bably they liad ln so înany copies beearî
suilîplied from the previotîs clause.

John sunîs up the wlîole malter ia thisfl
Epistle, as lie doua la bis Gospel, by roferrlîrge,
to thte saine grand doctrine as the rock ondj
wîîicl aIl stood, and the touebistone by %rhich
ail must be îried. IlWu know that we (lo
acknowledge Jesuq to lie the Chîrist) are ut-
God; and tlîat tie whole world (Jewa atedÏ4
Gerîtiles, %Yho deny îlîat Jesus la the Christy-
lirîth in the wioked one; and (for) wo knov
tîrat the Son of God, or the Messiab, iËi
corne," &c., chap. v. 20. Thtis affirmation 1W4
paraliel wiîlî tint of P'aul, 1 Cor. xii. 3. "Wef,
know that no nuitn, speaking in the Spirit eil
God, says, 'Axiatheina, Jesus,' and nu oniX
Cali Say ' Lord Jesus,' cxcept (one speaking~
in tic Holy Spirit.!' The purpose of l'aul
in tbis passage, as of John iin iis first Lpis.%
île, is to furnisli a criterion by which thit
Chiristians niight distiîîguish among the mai!
fold pretendors ta inspiration who, assaale'
theni, which they should listen tou as met"
tauglit of God. '1hev, lie says, who buîilt
uposi the truc foundation are they Whîo art
knowlcdge that .Jesus la Lord, Messiah, oi
Uhc Son of God; for sucli are divinely n.
spired; tlîey have the Spirit of God.

liaving now fouind, ili ail parts of the Neli.
Tesïtamnent, cicar, reîîcated, anrd unanswerabi
proofs, that the grand doctrine of Chîristian-
ity, the doctrine on wlîich Uic Ciîurch collecté
ivel1y, and overy individuat inember'of
rests, la Uliis-Je:îus izi le Chrit, the son o
God; comnîon sease, aurely, and commo~
candor, alike domnad thât vo carry this i~
formation back to the passage under consi '
cration; anîd assumingr oaly that that'
which Christ actually builr. lus Church114
tlhe same as that on'wliicli lie predictc-hl
sliould build il, &c., taking for gralîîcd.th'
our Lord's p!rophlecy correspnds witË*'t
fact whicli his aposties have recorded,' w
caiànot but coaclnde tha. tie trrith contain
in ]Yeter's confession was lte rock pwi
Jesaus said lie would build his Cliurchl- ,nl
that Simonr was sîurnamied Peter, not bbcau
lis hinaself, înuch 1055 lus protended suéeî
ors, vas that rock, but because ho firaI strîi
upon it, and diatinioly aitnouncedl tîrat it
the trias foundataun.


