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THE ES¢ ESSENTIAL CERIST
OMNIPRESENT IN COXNSCIENCE
BY JOSEPH (OOK.

1 hold that a soul may attain final per-
manence of character without a knowledge
of the historic Christ. If that is true, the
assertion that God never allows souls to
attain tinal permanence of character with-
out a knowledge of the historic Christ
wust drop to the ground. What does God
! Heallows men who do despite to
the Holy Spirit to drop into dissimilariry
ot feeling with God. 1 believe that in the
last age of the universe the kingdom of
redempzion shall be as an ocean of light,
and that the kingdom of the lost shall be
only a speck of darkness in the midst of

it. Let us be in earnest. Let us b:
clear. Let us follow what is indisputably
true. lsoris not the gate that leads to

similarity of feeling wirh God narvow ! Is
not the way that leads from a life of sin
and goilt straii! Save yourselves from
the presetit untoward genezation. ! Even
so was the generation in which our Lord
appeared. " [ have seen around this globe
characters attaining to final premanence,
ctystallizing into the love of what God

loves and the hate.of what God hates,
witHout the Knowledge of the histeric:

Chriss. How can I Justtfy this ! Because
o! s wide Christulogy.” Gud is une;
ifGod betin the conseience, the Fa.t,her,
Son and- Holy Spirit are all in the con-
sdience, and-that is what I ¢all the essen-

al Chrm.. ; and Chnstolngy is not broad

nough uniess you tike ' this: - Now,

when a soul in paganiemY-experiences re..

ano,’

generation in dealing with thc Holy Ghn t,
tho sill, smal voice gives it peace. Thaut
soul knows nothing of the atonenens, al-
thouvh the arma of God are undern.-ath
it. It is prepostecous, it is unfair, it is
unchristing to say that salvation of this
sort is magic ; it is salvation through re-
generation, and this is the svund doctiine
of the establishment in England 5 +nd to
this doctrine the English pet heresics of
conditioual lmmmtahty are oppuesed ; and
with this doctrine 1 would oppose the
spread cf the Americau heresy of future
probation.  All scholurly commentarors
maintain that there is a sense in which we
have a right tu aseert that the Senis the
Holy Spirit. It is* sigmficant that cur
Lord was often called the Spirit, and the,
Spirit of God, by the early Christian wiriters,
Cyprian and Irer:cus said : *¢ He isthe
Holy bpmt ? Ignatius said : “* Christ is
the Spirit.”

8o teach our own fscnr,rurcs, ir. & pass-
age to which the Revired Version restores
its original overawing force @ ¢ The Lord
is the Spirit. We all with unveiled face,
reflecting, as & mirror, the gldry of the
Lord, are changed into the same im.ge
from glury to glory, even as from the Lord
the Spirit.”” (11 Cor., iii, 17, 18).

Lauge, writine on the same waords,
affiris that.'*We find here such an identi-
fieation of Ohrist-and the Holy Spirit that
the Lord, to whéin the heart turns, is in
no practical respect aiflerent from the
Holy Spirit received in communion. Christ
is virtually the Spirit. The Holy Spirit
is His Spirit

Whaterer has been done by the Holy



