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llefore the first tesson cach pupil is ftirnislied %with, or told %iere to
procure, sonie spCcimien for study. If it is winter, and flowers or
growirig phints are rnot to he had, cach is given a brarich of a trec or
slhrub. 'l'lie examiination of these is miade by thc pupils themsetves
during the uisuat timie for preparing tessons, and for the first recitation
eacli tells wîhat lie lias discovereci about bis specimien, which is not i n
si'hit. If there is tinme. eachi inieier of the class is alloived 1anc to
mention anything not namced 1»' any of the rest. If two menibers dis-
agrec on any point, the>' arc requcsted to bring in, the îicxt day, after
further stud>'y, ail the proofs they can to sustain their different coni-
clusions. Iii tcarning the tesson, books are not used, nor are the pupils
told %what they cati sec for themisctves. An effort is niadle t0 keep tient
%vorking after somiettîing wtii the)- have not yet <tiscov'ered. F-or a
second tesson, the studetîts review the ilirst tessoi, -- report on a brandi
of a trec of another species whiclh they have studied as bfr,.ai
notice atiy poits oif différence or <if sit-milarity. In lUku maaîwier tiew,
branches are studied an<t ncw conîpai isotîs mde. 'Finie is not c:on-
sidered %vasted iii tlîis. No reat pirogress cai Uc ni-de titi the pupils
begin to tearti to sec ; and tu learn to sec the)- must kecep trying to formi
the habit fromi the very first ; and t0 forîn the habit the study of speciniens
is miade the main feature in the course of traininîg. 'l'le lise of tclîîical
mames is not avoided, nor are tiiese Il thruist upon a student." '1'Iey are
learned as the), are necded, a fev at a tinte. frount the teactier or a text-book..
Afterf romi four to ten tessons on smahti branches, the fottowisng points, and
mamîy ottiers, are tirouglit mit. 1% tiiere an>' dermnite proportion of active and
donmant buds iii an)' year ? \Vliere do branches appear ? Is there any
certain numt)cr of teaves in a year's grovti, or any delinite proportion
between ttîe tength o-f the internodes ? is tlieme any order as to wliat
budb grow, and wha-t temain dormant ? etc., etc. TLhe pupils are now
read>- for a book-tesso,î on buds, branîches, and ptiyltotaxis, and wvilI
read it witti interest and profit. In tike manner any other topic, as
rmots, sceds, staniens, lcaves or t>etats is irst taken up hy the study of

speciniens. Very tittte stress is placed on investigating a nunîiber of
chapters in the defin.«e order as given in a text-book. For exanîple, it
niakes very tittte différence wvhether a pul)i! begins with the study of


