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rain or spray, and thc colder thc wvcather the more markcd
and visible is tbis pbentorncnion. Wlîen a large wvhale raises its
snout sufficiently far out of the wvater the column is thirown up
precisely like a jet of steain forcibly escapirig from a boiter.
Tbis jet inay be tcn or twelve fect high in the case of an Arctic
wvbalc or a iîuge Finnecr ; but in the porpoise, one of the smallest
of the wbales, the jet is an insignificant puif only six or eight
inches in lbeigbit. Sornetimes tbe creature breathes before the
blov-hole is clear of the wvaves and a lov fountain like a boiling
jet is then forr-ned, but if the blov-lole is level %vith the surface
of the sea a srnail quantity of wvater is carricd up witb the rusbing
colunmn of hot vapour. The cloud of ejected vapour, in very
stil i veatlier, liangs for a considerable timie anci moves slowly
over tic wvatei- until it dissipates and facles away. Its appear-
ance Miben seen from thc level of tbe sea, as tbe late Profcssor
1-1. N. IMosey rccorded, " is very different frorn that whicb it
bias when scen frorn the dock of a ship ; it appears 50 mucbi
higbcer andi sboots up into tic air like a founitain discbaroted fromn
a very fine rose." \'Vbereas the great Arctic %vbiale (or Right
ivibaie) possesses tvo blov-hiolcs side by sie, and thirowvs up, twvo
lofty jets of Vapour, the Beluga or white porpoise, and Uic srnall
porpoise or sea-pig, exhibits a single crescent-shaped aperture,
ancd like the huge spcrr-n-wbIale ejects a single 1)uff or colun
but in the last-namecl wbaie the s1)out curves over iii front of
the becad, and forms an archi of white vapour. Tvo blowv-holes
occur iii the I umip-backs, but in the Beaked Mhales (Hjper-oodoil)
wvbiclh are allicd to, the toothed sperr-n-wbiale, there is a single
cruciform aperture.

Great force being required to cxpand the spacious chest of
these lîuge monsters, the muscles used in the breathîng
operation are very poiverful and tlîis is especially true of the
muscular diaplîragim. The elasticity of the lungs, due to the
enormdius development of " yellow fibres, " and tlîe pressure on


