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(O%'ery, whichi was miore a deduction (rmn the niathematicil forîîî of the

ptrticular b)ody hie observed than a broad gencraliition troa) a series of
observationsofdiff.-rent 1),>die.i. I. niubt beborne in mind that the anicienits
knew and had described crystals of certain mineris as hiaving a constcant

;zumber of faices (or planes) arrangcd in a parlieu/ar z'.Buit Stenio
wvent further than this and she.2%-d that anoather con.-tant existcd. 1-l e
eut a number of secti-mi of variously shaped prisii of quartz ( i.) at
righit angles to the edgres of the prismn,and (2.) at riglut angles to the edge
formed by a face of a pyramid with a face of the prismn and found Ili the
first case (sec Fig. i ) that the anigles of any one section were equal to cachi

other and also to every angle of1 tht. offher sinillar s-ctionis, and In the
second case (sec F<ig. :) hoe found, that the sections liad two angles equal

Fi.->2

toib an 1 four angles equal to c, exce->t when tic prisîn was il bsent in the
cryital, when-ci tlu2 s2ctio:i iv.l. a four-sided figuire wvith tvo opplosite angles
equal to b, as shewin on the left ini Fig. 2.

His iniference %vas that in aIl specimens of Rock-crystal correspond-
ing pairs of faces have Uic saine inclination.

1'hus wvas laken the fîrst stel) towards the discovéry of one of the
tlireeïgreatl fundamental laws governing thc formation of crystals, which
bas been entunciaied ilts:

TifF* iWOF CONSrTIÇv OFAL.xiS. Crystals of týie satine substance,
whethier natural or f'rnied inii te laboratory, are essentially constant in
the angle of inclination hetvecni like planles.
Fora whole century the law discovered by Stento was flot elaborated until,


