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Not that he desired thât they should resist. What, then
did lie desire that they sliould do? What, to bring the mat-
ter nearer home, did hie, himself, intend to do? Tro neither
of whicli questions was there, so far as hie could see, auy
answer forthcominig. Perliaps, on that very accountl., it
was nearer thaii lie thouglit; for him, at least, if for ôc,
other soul of those amoiig whom lie liad labored so patiently
andc so devotedly.

So lie preaclied a Christmnas sermon on the text, cc<God
was inanifest in tlie lesh," and made n'o allusion to the
events of the morrow. Rather, lie preached, as neyer
before, on the office aiid work of our Lady in God's scleiee
of redeniption :on the lionor paid to lier by the Most
Higli, on tlie honor due to lier by those for wliom lier Son
was born, for wliom He lived, and died, and rose againi.
" We are accused,"Y lie said, "of paying lier too muci
lionor ; yet an arcliangel called lier ' Iblessed aniong womien';
Saint Elizabethi greeted lier as 'Mother of miy Lord' that
is, of God Himself, and wlien Goci 'sent forth His Son,
made of womnan,' He chose lier, tliat, of lier, tlie WORD
should be made .Flesli, and dwell among us. Lastly, the
-WORD, the God-mai ' went down to Nazaretli and was
subject unto them,' to Mary, that is, and to Josepli, lier
liusband, the creatures wlim H1e liad made. We cannot
lionor lier as He did, but we inay honor lier according to
thie"examiple that H1e has given us, ' that we should follow
in His steps.''

Neyer, yet, liad lie spoken so plainly, so fully, 50 straiglit
from lis lîeart to theirs. Tliey believed hini ; yes ; but,
were he to leave *theni, they -would, in tinie, believe lis
successor, wliatever lie miglit chance to teadli thein. Fis
faitli and tlieirs, then, rested on - wiat ? Trhe Churcli ? But
bis bisliop, as lie knew, « differed " froin hini iii regard to
this and to maîiy aîîotlier " fundamental " doctrine; bro-
ther " priests, " tlîis " apostate " now present, for exaniple,
would teacli the exact contrary of tlîis " truth " that lie ma-,


